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It has been a busy time for the PSA over the last few 

months, especially in the run up to the PSA’s Annual 

Conference in Glasgow.  With over 700 hundred 

delegates, and an excellent programme, showcasing the 

work of over 40 of our specialist groups as well as insightful 

keynote lectures, there was a real buzz and sense of 

community throughout. I was struck by the many positive 

comments I received from delegates. I am aware that this 

does not happen by chance. My thanks to the Strathclyde 

team, led by Professor Anthony McGann and Dr Mark 

Shephard, for convening the academic programme and for the 

post-annual dinner Ceilidh - an event that will no doubt be 

remembered for some years to come!  My thanks also to the 

PSA staff team who worked hard behind the scenes in the run 

up to and throughout the event to make it such a success.  

At conference we also launched our PSA Strategy 2025+ 

online questionnaire. My thanks to all of you who submitted 

a response. It was extremely helpful to have your comments 

and thoughts on how you would like to see a new strategy 

take shape. I have been keenly aware of just how important it 

is for the PSA to devise a new strategy to ensure it is clear on 

its direction and role, is sustainably resourced, and best able to 

serve our community and meet its charitable objectives - ‘to 

promote the development of political studies…’ - in the future. 

This is especially so, given the current level of uncertainty and 

challenge facing many of our members across the discipline and 

A Message 
from our 
Chair

the national trend towards mergers and downsizing of Politics 

provision at universities across the country. The PSA, as you may 

be aware, has taken a lead role in joining forces with relevant 

learned societies to provide letters of support for colleagues 

and departments under threat. The PSA’s advocacy role is an 

extremely important area of work – and as such feeds into our 

discussions around the PSA’s  strategy review. The next step 

in relation to PSA 2025+ strategy review is to circulate a draft 

strategy for consultation - which we anticipate will take place 

during the Autumn term. In the meantime, if you have further 

thoughts or comments on the PSA’s 2025+ strategy review, you 

can find out more about this on the PSA website.

In other news, I am sad to be saying farewell to two excellent 

trustees. Professor Amelia Hadfield and Dr Roula Nezi both 

finish their term of office as trustees. I am grateful for their hard 

work and support. They have made a significant contribution 

to their portfolio responsibilities - Internationalisation and 

Diverse Voices respectively. And a thank you to Dr Andrew Roe-

Crines who achieved so much in his year as a co-opted trustee 

for schools, students and undergraduates. I am delighted 

to report that Dr Donna Smith and Dr Ana Isabel Nunes will 

be joining us as new trustees - starting their 3-year term of 

office on the PSA’s Executive Committee at our upcoming EC 

meeting in June. Donna and Ana bring with them a wealth of 

experience around PSA specialist groups and the teaching and 

continued on page 4
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A s one of the benefits of membership, PSA members 

have unlimited access to ‘Sage Knowledge’ - the 

premier social sciences platform for SAGE and CQ 

Press-Book and video content. 

Content includes reference works, academic books, 

professional development titles and more, with this cross-

media platform allowing members to search and browse over 

10,000 items within the social sciences. 

In addition to our suite of respected journals, PSA 

members also have access to a wider range of journals in the 

Sage Knowledge bank. 

Check this out by logging into the website, clicking on the 

resources section, and looking into these exclusive member-only 

benefits! ●

learning network. More details on their trustee portfolios will be 

circulated in due course.

The coming months promise to continue to be busy for PSA 

trustees and staff. The work developing PSA Strategy 2025+ 

is on-going, planning for next years’ annual conference (at 

Birmingham) has already started, there is the on-boarding of 

new trustees, the Early Career Network Annual conference 

taking place next month and of course there is now also the 

fast-approaching General Election on 4th July. Do watch out 

for information on PSA specialist group and PSA journal events 

and activities relating to the General Election and, if you 

missed it, the PSA’s annual lecture ‘Getting under the skin of 

general election 24’ can be found on the PSA website 

Wishing you all a restful summer and hopefully some time 

away from work with family and friends over the coming 

months. ●

● Dr Rose Gann, PSA Chair, Nottingham Trent University

continued from page 3

https://www.psa.ac.uk/user


psa.ac.uk

Association News 5

With the end of the academic year now firmly 

in our sights, I’d like to take this opportunity 

to share a few reflections and words of thanks. 

Well done for everything you have achieved especially in the 

face of challenges within our institutions, places of learning, 

wider society and internationally. Investing in ourselves and 

others is a positive step in building resilience and creating 

opportunities especially when other things seem out of our 

control. I hope you see being a member of the Political Studies 

Association as one such investment. Thank you for playing 

such an active role in our community. This edition of PSA 

News throws a spotlight on only a fraction of the PSA events 

and publishing achieved over the last six months. However, as 

the coverage of PSA24 illustrates, our association continues to 

be the home for Political Studies where everyone is welcomed 

and supported to further themselves and the breadth of our 

discipline. I hope you have felt the benefit of networking and 

learning from others especially those from outside of your 

institution or area and can encourage your colleagues and 

students to join the PSA too. 

By the time this edition of PSA News goes to print, the 

General Election 24 campaigns will be in full swing. Its brilliant 

to see so many Political Scientists’ analysis and research cutting 

through – vitally important in the face of low levels of trust and 

political engagement by the electorate. Its hopefully a timely 

reminder of the importance of our academic endeavours when 

many universities are needing to consider reducing the number 

of courses or research programmes they offer. The PSA performs 

an important role in advocating for our discipline and our 

members.  And in light of the shifting landscape this is likely to 

be a high priority for us during 2024 and 2025. 

We would be delighted if you could join us at PSA25, 

convened by the University of Birmingham and Aston 

University, taking place 14-16 April 2025 with the call for 

papers opening in July. In 2025, the year after the ‘year of 

elections’, we will know the latest electoral and ideological 

responses to such crises, and whether any new ones have been 

provoked. It is in this context that our theme is ‘What Next?’.

Birmingham will provide an ideal venue for such discussions, 

and the PSA will keep you up to date with developments.

I hope you enjoy reading this issue of PSA News - do let 

us know at comms@psa.as.uk  if flicking through a printed 

magazine is to your liking!

Wishing you a restorative and positive summer. ●

● Michelle Doyle Wildman, PSA Chief Executive

CEO’s View
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We are delighted to 
welcome two new 
trustees to the PSA 
Executive Committee

Dr Donna Smith
Dr Donna Smith is Senior Lecturer in Politics, as well as 

Deputy Associate Dean Teaching and Students in the Faculty 

of Arts and Social Sciences, The Open University. Donna 

also became Director of The Open University’s Tuition 

Programme in spring 2022. This programme aims to enhance 

the tuition experience for both staff and students, building 

on Donna’s strong expertise in the development of tuition 

policy and teaching and learning strategy both internally and 

outside the University.

Donna’s research and scholarship interests are three-

fold. Building on her experience of working in Westminster 

politics, her research has focused on UK politics and media, 

as well as active citizenship. As an experienced higher 

education manager, designer, writer and teacher, her focus 

also includes teaching and learning in the social sciences 

(politics in particular). Current teaching projects include the 

‘Media, Politics, and Society’ short course which launched in 

2021, and the forthcoming ‘Global Challenges: Social Science 

in Action’ undergraduate course launching in 2023.

Donna was co-chair and founding member of the Political 

Studies Association’s Teaching and Learning Network (until 

spring 2022). The Network made an exceptional contribution 

to the politics discipline over the last few years, providing 

practical support to PSA members during the COVID-19 
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Pandemic through multiple webinar series, that provided 

not only practical help, support and advice, but also a sense 

of community for members at a time of crisis. One of the 

key functions of the webinars was to raise the profile and 

status of teaching and learning within the discipline, and in 

particular issues linked to online teaching. 

Dr Ana Isabel Nunes
Dr Ana Isabel Nunes is a Senior Lecturer in Social Research 

Methods in the department of Social and Political Sciences 

at Nottingham Trent University (NTU). Before joining NTU 

to do her PhD in 2015, Ana did her undergraduate and MA 

degrees at ISCTE-University Institute of Lisbon.

Ana teaches on a range of different modules and currently 

serves as one of the co-leads of the Citizenship, Democracy, 

and Transformation research group in the School of Social 

Sciences at NTU, and one of the co-conveners of the PSA 

Young People’s Politics specialist group.

With over a decade of dedicated research in the field of 

young people’s politics, Ana specialised in investigating 

young people’s political participation. Her current focus 

is in exploring and understanding the intersection of art 

and youth political participation, exploring the innovative 

and creative ways in which young individuals use artistic 

expression to engage with environmental issues. ●
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The PSA is delighted to announce the new editorial team 

for its flagship journal Politics. 

From 1 August 2024, Politics will be edited by an 

impressive team at the University of Glasgow, led by editors: Dr 

Sergiu Gherghina, Professor Kelly Kollman, Dr Niccole Pamphilis 

and Dr Bernhard Reinsberg. The new team said:

“We are excited to take over as the new editorial team of 

Politics starting on 1 August 2024. Building on the excellent 

work of the outgoing team, we are committed to making the 

journal a home for excellent research covering all sub-fields of 

political science, including developing the section on teaching 

politics and special forums. We look forward to bringing our 

diverse research backgrounds to the journal and making it an 

attractive outlet for a wide range of scholars. We are eager to 

meet future authors and readers at upcoming conferences, 

workshops, and journal related events which we will be 

organising”.

Professor Nicholas Allen in his Trustee role as Publications 

lead, who ran the selection welcomed the new team saying:

“I'm absolutely delighted to welcome the incoming editorial 

team based at the University of Glasgow. Politics will benefit 

A new editorial team for Politics
greatly from their experience, their global vision for the journal 

and their commitment to promoting teaching and learning in 

political studies. I would also like to extend a massive thank you 

on behalf of the PSA to the outgoing editors, Liz Evans, Simon 

Griffiths, Eskander Sadeghi-Boroujerdi and Martina Tazzioli. 

The team at Goldsmiths, University of London, have made an 

incredible contribution to the diversification of Politics over the 

past three years.”

Sophie Donnelly, Senior Publishing Editor from SAGE 

Publishing, added:

“All of us at Sage are very excited to be working with the new 

editorial team of Politics, based at the University of Glasgow. 

We are looking forwards to this exciting next chapter, for both 

Politics and the wider PSA journal suite. We would like to take 

this opportunity to extend our sincere thanks and appreciation 

to the outgoing team from Goldsmiths for their excellent 

contributions to both the journal and the wider research 

community – it has been a pleasure to work with them”. ●

● �Find out more about the PSA’s journals published  

by SAGE Publishing on the PSA website.



Join the PSA
Not only does the PSA exist to develop and promote the study of politics, it also 
aims to help its members develop their skills and advance in their professional 
careers, through a wide range of activities and world-class journals that help enrich 
the discipline.

Exciting Benefits for PSA Members

• Adam Matthew Archives Direct, a vast 
curated digital archive sourced from the 
National Archives at Kew.

• Over 500 books and reference works on 
Politics and International Relations, hosted on 
the e-book platform, SAGE Knowledge.

• The Digital CQ Press Library which hosts 
everything from the Encyclopedia of the 
American Government to the Supreme Court 
Collection.

• SAGE Research Methods, the ultimate methods 
library, with more than 1000 books, reference 
works, journal articles, and instructional videos.

• SAGE’s latest data product in Political Science, 
U.S Political Stats, an easy-to-use visualisation 
and research tool.

• Access to a selection of high-quality journals 
from SAGE’s Politics, International Relations, 
and Public Administration journals programme 
including Public Policy and Administration 
and Teaching Public Administration.

For full information, please visit
psa.ac.uk or sagepublishing.com

SAGE is proud to publish 
the journals of the Political 
Studies Association



Our progressive Politics & International Relations publishing engages with global issues covering political theory, 
international and diplomatic history, security studies, conflict resolution and government policy. Books address an array of 
current debates and area focuses, and include a wide variety of scholarly works and textbooks by established specialists, 

along with cutting-edge books for everyone who is passionate and curious about current affairs.

Send in your book proposals to editor Atifa Jiwa, Atifa.Jiwa@Bloomsbury.com, or visit us at our conference booth. 

Textbooks for your course - order your inspection copies at www.bloomsbury.com

*Offer valid until 27th June 2024. Free shipping only available on domestic orders placed on Bloomsbury.com. Discount code must be applied at checkout and excludes textbooks.

 Browse our April-June 2024 Catalogue online. Follow us at @BloomsburyPol 

Get 35% off all these books with free shipping at www.bloomsbury.com*

Use global discount code: BLOOM-CONF-25 
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Review from the PSA24
Strathclyde Convenors

A big thank you from The Department of Government 

and Public Policy to everyone who contributed to 

the Annual PSA Conference at the University of 

Strathclyde this year. For us it was a privilege to welcome you 

all to Glasgow and we hope you had a wonderful time.

The Theme of the conference was “After (Neo-) Liberalism: 

Towards an Alternative Paradigm?” We were delighted to see 

how many participants directly addressed this theme in their 

papers, both in the specialist group submissions and the open call. 

It made for some fascinating conversations, both in the abstract 

and applied to topics such as the climate/biodiversity loss crisis, 

the resurgence of populism and a variety of geographic contexts. 

It was also a great help to us in putting together the programme. 

In total there were over 200 panels and well over 700 delegates 

at the conference from around the world.

As well as the high-quality panels, highlights of the 

conference included:

•	 A keynote plenary by Professor Ailsa Henderson and 

Professor Sir John Curtice on the 2024 Election. This 

explored electoral politics in both Scotland and the UK, 

in particular the extent to which the 2024 election is set 

to see a return to a more 'normal' valence politics as core 

issues such as Covid, Brexit and Scottish independence 

fade into the background?

•	 A PSA Keynote Roundtable on “How Plural Is UK Politics?” 

chaired by Professor Arianna Giovannini, University of 

Urbino Carlo Bo, and Professor Joanie Willett University of 

Exeter followed by a drinks reception for all delegates.
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•	 The Annual dinner and ceilidh in the Barony, University of 

Strathclyde.

•	 Countless “breakout” sessions where delegates were able 

to sample the best hospitality Glasgow can offer. 

We started on Sunday with a well-attended Early Career 

Network series of panels on topics such as: writing and 

publishing; knowledge exchange and impact; dealing with 

media; and getting careers in politics. This was then followed-up 

with a speed mentoring event in which established academics 

answered questions from early career scholars.

Thanks to everyone who made this event possible. On our 

end It was a true team effort. Mark Shephard, Anthony McGann 

and Eleonora La Spada were co-conveners. Thanks to Robert 

Mattes, Christine Sylvester, Catherine Eschle and Sebastian 

Dellepiane-Avellaneda for being subject area chairs for open call 

papers. Thanks also to the many colleagues from Government 

and Public Policy and the PSA Executive Committee who served 

as panel chairs.

A special thanks to Ewan Hearns, who co-ordinated the 

student ambassadors, and to all the student ambassadors who 

helped co-ordinate the rest of us. Thanks also to the event team 

at the Strathclyde Technology and Innovation Centre. Thanks to 

Joan Fisher, April Stockings, Eleni Hagisoteri and Michelle Doyle 

Wildman and everyone at PSA who worked with us with infinite 

patience and professionalism. ●
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Our PSA24 Exhibitors

We would like to thank our lead partner and sponsor 
Sage Publishing, and all our exhibitors from the academic 
publishing world for their continued support.
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Academic Prizes 2023/24 
– celebrating the winners!

The winners of this year’s highly coveted Academic 

Prizes were announced at the PSA’s Annual General 

Meeting, held during the PSA’s 74th Annual 

International Conference in Strathclyde.

We are thrilled to celebrate the incredible accomplishments 

of our members through this esteemed event, and would like 

to extend a huge thank you to all who participated, whether it 

by entering or nominating.

A special thank you also to our judges for their time and 

dedication.

•	 Dr Aleida Borges, King's College London

•	 Professor James Chandler, Sheffield Hallam University

•	 Dr Simon Choat, Kingston University

•	 Professor John Craig, Kingston University

•	 Dr Rose Gann, Nottingham Trent University

•	 Dr Edward Hall, University Of Sheffield

•	 Dr Mike Keary, Research Institute for Sustainability (RIFS)

•	 Professor Meryl Kenny, University of Edinburgh

•	 Professor Andrew Russell, The University of Liverpool

•	 Dr James Strong, Queen Mary University of London

•	 Professor Michael Saward, University of Warwick

•	 Professor Liz Richardson, University of Manchester

•	 Dr Sarah Cooper, University of Exeter

•	 Dr Catherine Eschle, University of Strathclyde

•	 Lydia Hiraide, SOAS, University of London

•	 Dr Louise Pears, University of Leeds

Dissertation Prizes

Walter Bagehot Prize

Dr Seulki Lee-Geiller for 

the dissertation ‘Unpacking 

E-Participation: Meta-Theory, Cross-

Country Analysis, and Behavioural Explanations’

“The judges felt this study will be of particular use to future 

researchers in determining the concepts capable of being 

presented quantitatively.“

Shirin M. Rai Prize

Dr Cristóbal Bywaters for the 

dissertation 'The Domestic Politics 

of International Status Management: 

Narratives, Legitimacy, and the Struggle for External 

Recognition in Chile (1973-2010)’

“Appealing to scholars of domestic and comparative 

politics as well as of International Relations, this dissertation 

successfully blends IR theory, foreign policy analysis and 

domestic political history.“
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Sir Ernest Barker Prize

Dr Ida Lubben for the dissertation 

‘Appearance Discrimination in Public 

and Semi-Public Spaces: Hypervisibility, Misgendering, and 

Objectification’

“A clearly written and well-organised thesis on an under-

researched topic that combined theoretical and empirical analysis 

in elegant and novel ways.”

Elizabeth Wiskemann 
Prize

Dr Samuel Ritholtz for the 

dissertation ‘Civil War and the Politics 

of Difference: Paramilitary Violence against LGBT People in 

Colombia’

“This dissertation represents an exceptional piece of scholarship 

that stands out for its interdisciplinary approach and its significant 

contribution to our understanding of the complex relationship 

between social transformation, violence, and identity politics 

during civil war.”

Lord Bryce Prize

Dr Anne-Marie Houde for the 

dissertation ‘An ever-closer union? 

Citizens’ everyday emotions and perspectives on the 

European Union and its future’

“This dissertation presented an in-depth comparative study and 

novel analysis including the reactions to the UK referendum in the 

rest of the EU.”

McDougall Trust Prize

Dr Laura Serra for the dissertation 

‘Assessing the widening age gap in 

British Partisanship: The impact of values, maturation and 

political mobilization’

“A tour de force, this highly engaging thesis is an outstanding 

piece of work. The judges considered that this ought to be 

required reading for all political campaign managers and election 

gurus! In particular, the novel treatment in the thesis of the 

relative influence of age, timing and cohort effects is exemplary.”

W.J.M. MacKenzie Book 
Prize

Making Bureaucracy Work by  

Dr Akshay Mangla

“Drawing on several years of comprehensive 

in-depth fieldwork, this magisterial account of public service 

delivery in north India offers compelling and convincing 

innovations in a range of fields, including deliberative 

democracy and bureaucracy, multilevel governance, and policy 

implementation. Exceptionally well written and methodologically 

sophisticated, the book’s theoretical and comparative ambition, 

range and scope make it an outstanding contribution to political 

studies.”



New & Noteworthy
POLITICAL STUDIES

“Fascinating, 
meticulously researched.”

—New York Times
A leading expert argues that the 
endurance of dictatorship in China 
owes less to facial recognition 
AI and GPS tracking than to the 
human resources of the Leninist 
surveillance state.
Available  |  £29.95 £20.96

“A powerfully eloquent, 
concise book.”

—Kirkus Reviews
A politically astute, lyrical medita-
tion on how ordinary Black Amer-
icans can shake off their reliance 
on a small group of professional 
politicians to achieve a more just 
and perfect democracy.
Pre-order  |  April  |  £20.95 £14.66

“A bracing portrait of a 
country endlessly at war.”

—Stephen Wertheim, 
author of Tomorrow, the World
A sobering account of how the 
United States trapped itself in 
endless wars—abroad and at 
home—and what it might do to 
break free.
Pre-order  |  May  |  £29.95 £20.96

“Defi nitive, detailed, 
and unusually nuanced.”

—Foreign A� airs
A fascinating look at the global 
market for citizenship, examining 
the wealthy elites who buy pass-
ports, the states and brokers who 
sell them, and the normalization 
of a once shadowy practice.
Available  |  £29.95 £20.96

“An exquisite meditation 
on Weber’s classic lectures.”

—Critical Inquiry
A brilliant analysis of the nihilism 
degrading political and academic 
life today. Through readings of Max 
Weber’s Vocation Lectures, Brown 
proposes ways to counter nihilism’s 
devaluations of both knowledge 
and political responsibility.
Available  |  £19.95 £13.97

“An essential contribution.”
—Jason Frank, author of 
The Democratic Sublime
An original reconstruction of 
how the debates over people-
hood defi ned Indian anticolonial 
thought, and a bold new frame-
work for theorizing the global 
career of democracy.
Available  |  £37.95 £26.57

“An excellent biography…
authoritative, incisive.”

—Kirkus Reviews
The defi nitive biography of
Zhou Enlai, the fi rst premier
and preeminent diplomat of
the People’s Republic of China,
who protected his country
against the excesses of his
boss—Chairman Mao.
Pre-order  |  May  |  £29.95 £20.96

“Revealing.”
—Financial Times
The fi rst in-depth account of 
the sudden growth of China’s 
sovereign wealth funds and their 
transformative impact on global 
markets, domestic and multina-
tional businesses, and interna-
tional politics.
Available  |  £37.95 £26.57

ENJOY 30% OFF WITH CODE PSA24
Shipping rates apply, visit www.hup.harvard.edu/psa for details.

Discount code valid from 18th March–3rd April 2024.
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Professional 
Contribution Prizes

Sir Isaiah Berlin Prize  

Professor Jonathan Tonge 

“Jon Tonge is known for his 

commitment to impactful research and 

teaching. Transitioning from a civil servant to academia, Tonge 

advocates for the practical application of political studies beyond 

the academic realm. Notably, he led the UK Government’s ‘Youth 

Citizenship Commission,’ catalysing significant changes in youth 

civic education. Tonge’s prolific scholarship covers British and Irish 

politics, conflict resolution, and youth democracy. Tonge’s public 

presence and leadership within the Political Studies Association 

underscore his enduring influence.”

Sir Isaiah Berlin Prize 

Professor Yvonne Galligan 

“Yvonne Galligan is a passionate 

advocate for gender equality in public life. 

She founded the Centre for Advancement of Women in Politics 

at Queens University Belfast and leads the Research Centre on 

Inclusive and Equitable Cultures at Technological University 

Dublin. Galligan’s work bridges political studies with policy, 

advising governments and publishing extensively on gender 

equality. Her leadership extends to various learned societies, 

earning her the Sir Isaiah Berlin Prize for her commitment to 

advancing women’s representation in politics and academia.”

Joni Lovenduski Prize 

Professor Arianna Giovannini 

“Demonstrating major contributions 

across local governance and devolution 

research, public and policy engagement, teaching and service to 

the PSA, Arianna is a model early career scholar and worthy winner 

of this esteemed prize.”

Teaching Prizes

Sir Bernard Crick Prize

Dr Gregory Stiles for outstanding 

contributions to advancing teaching and 

learning in political studies by an early career academic

“He has made a positive and significant impact on student 

engagement and has produced resources which other colleagues 

have now embedded into their delivery of teaching across his 

department. Our judges said that the student feedback from his 

lectures was so exceptional they wanted to attend them!”

Vicky Randall Prize

Dr Gulshan Khan for outstanding 

contributions to advancing teaching 

& learning in Political Studies

“Our winner demonstrates a positive and open approach to 

education, placing students at the centre of the learning and 

teaching process. She values diversity and different modes of 

learning and assessment including the use of arts and culture. 

She has also shown a commitment to supporting colleagues’ 

pedagogical practice and collaboration to ensure the creation of 

positive, creative, and inclusive learning spaces.”

Jacqui Briggs Prize

Dr Lewis Mates and Dr Adrian 
Millican, University of Durham for 
outstanding contributions in advancing 
teaching and learning in political studies 
by a team or group of scholars

“Through their effective 

collaboration, they have also shown a 

clear commitment to improving student 

satisfaction and success, especially 

among first generation scholars with the 

delivery of networking events and mentoring.”
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Research Prizes

Richard Rose Prize

Dr James Weinberg 

“James’s strong academic profile and wide 

engagement with various audiences and groups gives his work 

a scholarly edge. He also demonstrates an impressive range of 

methodological knowledge, innovations, and implementations 

that involve extensive data-collection as well as the essential 

humanistic explanations to explain who enters politics and why.”

Carole Pateman Prize

Dr Anne Corbett for an academic 

who has made an outstanding 

professional contribution to advancing 

research knowledge in Political Studies

“With long-standing experience in the field of higher education, 

public policy, and European integration and a high degree of 

recognition amongst colleagues nationally and internationally, 

our winner has long been a pioneer in a host of key areas. 

From her highly reputed research and scholarship at the LSE’s 

European Institute and role as Chair of the LSE Brexit Commission 

on Higher Education and Research, to her championing of 

the Europeanisation of higher education, Anne has produced 

sustained and highly impactful research that has influenced 

generations of scholars in in the UK, Europe and the US.”

Pippa Norris Prize 

Centre for Behavioural 

Experimental Action and Research 

(C-BEAR), University of Southampton 

for the research team that has made an outstanding 

contribution to advancing knowledge in Political Studies

“C-BEAR are trailblazers of cutting edge and dynamic 

interdisciplinary research focussed on understanding the societal 

challenges we all face. This group of experts uses experimental 

research methods to interconnect the study of politics with 

economics, psychology, sociology and management sciences. 

This team uses laboratory, field, and natural experiments to 

construct mathematical modelling to develop statistical analyses 

to understand major issues such as the voting behaviour of 

marginalised groups.”

Submissions to the Mackenzie Book 
Prize open in Summer 2024.
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The American Politics Group

“One of our largest and longest established specialist 

groups, we commend them for achieving impressive 

partnerships with US organisations and scholars, and for its 

leadership in supporting American political research and 

analysis over a number of years.”

Response from the SG Convenors

As the American politics group, we were very pleased 

to be joint winners of the Political Studies Association 

Specialist Group of the Year award 2023-24. We are 

currently in our 50th year as a group, which has made 

winning this award all the more poignant, and a testament 

to the active nature of our members.

We have a very active calendar of events including an 

annual conference held at different institutions each year 

(2023 Leicester University, 2024 Queen Mary University of 

London, 2025 Keele University), a colloquium held at the 

British Library that features academics and practitioners, 

and in recent years have mounted an annual Early Career 

APG conference hosted in co-operation with colleagues at 

Reading and Oxford Universities and at the British Library. 

The Group reached out to other very supportive 

collaborators, with whom we are currently running the 

second iteration of our ‘Unfolding Our Shared Future’ 

event series that explores challenges shared by the US and 

the UK. Run in conjunction with the US Embassy, London, 

series events have already been held at the Universities of 

Northumbria, Manchester, Portsmouth, Liverpool, Warwick, 

Swansea, Glasgow, East Anglia, at De Montfort University 

Leicester and Kingston University, London.

The APG has an active web presence, which includes our 

website, a bi-monthly newsletter, and a group podcast, 

and following the 2022 midterms, we published a briefing 

paper that featured scholars from the US, the UK, the 

Republic of Ireland, and Germany titled Exploring the 2022 

US Midterms. We have three competitive annual prizes: 

the Richard E. Neustadt Book Prize (best UK or European 

academic book on US politics), the Richard E. Neustadt 

Specialist Groups of 
the Year Prize 2023/24

Paper Prize (best ECM paper at our Annual Conference), 

and our Rosamond Davies Research Travel Fellowship 

(which is awarded to ECRs to facilitate research trips). 

We actively support ECM members and, along with our 

travel fellowship, have provided opportunities for ECMs to 

contribute to our podcast and our 2022 Midterms briefing.

We are a welcoming group with an active membership, 

and we welcome engagement that will help us continue to 

thrive for the next 50 years!
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The Technology, Internet & Policy (TIP) Specialist Group

“TIP is one of our newest groups but has shown exemplary 

drive, an ambitious events programme and impact with both 

academics and policy-makers since forming only a few years 

ago.”

Response from the SG Convenors

We’re not quite sure if there’s an additional speed-

running prize for the fastest group to win the Specialist 

Group of the Year Prize after its establishment, but the 

Technology, Internet, and Policy Group (TIP) should be 

a firm (if not top) contender. Set up in 2022, the group 

currently has a continuously growing membership of over 

320, and has fast become a key centre of expertise on the 

study and dissemination on subjects ranging from AI, Data 

and elections, access to social media data and much more. 

In this article, we want to briefly outline what we think 

gives the TIP group our magic and, share two parts of our 

winning formula with others.

Engagement within & outside of academia

From the onset, we’ve never been a group who has just 

been by and for academics. The topics and issues our 

group engage with are too complex for just one discipline 

or industry to tackle alone. Take the issues of politically 

sensitive data – the discussions are legal/regulatory, 

technical, and societal. Discussing them in small disciplinary 

sects or industrial enclaves only seeks to limit our 

understanding of these issues and lengthen the response 

times to avoiding issues and harm.

To be successful, we wanted our membership to not 

just academics, but policy makers, coders, campaigners, 

advocacy groups, and more.  And then we wanted to 

bring them together, in one space, and talk. If you were 

to look through our workshops, online roundtables, and 

membership list – we think we’ve done a good job so far.

Take our committee as an example, we’re an international 

group which includes policy officials from the ICO, and 

campaign lead from a tech related NGO. We also have 

an advisory board who helps provide direction for the 

group composed of individuals from the Royal Society, 

think tanks, and policy professions. When we host events, 

such as our workshop in 2023 entitled ‘New Media, old 

media? Research challenges, emerging findings and future 



VOLUME 48  ISSUE 2  2023
EDINBURGH UNIVERSITY PRESS

INTERNATIONAL REVIEW 
OF SCOTTISH STUDIES 

SCOTTISH AFFAIRS
Volume 33 . Number 1 . 2024

EDINBURGH UNIVERSIT Y PRESS

Philosophy, 
Politics 
and Critique
VOLUME 1, ISSUE 1

POLITICS

Discover Politics at Edinburgh 
University Press
Visit our table in the exhibit space to browse our latest 
titles, including our flagship Thinking Politics series, as 
well as new monographs in paperback and hardback 
across political thought, democracy, feminism, 
peacebuilding and conflict studies and more.
Our commissioning editor Ersev Ersoy (ersev.ersoy@
eup.ed.ac.uk) is looking forward to meeting you.

Don’t miss Philosophy, Politics and Critique, a new 
journal launching later in 2024, which aims to build a 
broad and inclusive community of scholars who are 
interested in the question “what is the political?”

30 DAYS 
FREE
JOURNAL 
ACCESS!
Visit euppublishing.
com/access-tokens

EVENT DISCOUNT
SAVE 30% 
Visit edinburghuniversitypress.
com/books/subjects/politics

Use code Event30 
at checkout

30JSPP 30HLPS 30IRSS 30SCOT



22

	 psa.ac.uk

technologies’ in London (co-hosted with MPG), we had 

early career researchers, representatives from TikTok, the 

European Parliament, and the Chief Scientific Officer for 

DCMS. Our other events, including our Roundtable on 

AI and Elections (22nd May) have similar diversity across 

speakers and audiences. 

Our approach to opening these dialogues is fundamental 

to our strategy. When talking to policy professionals, we 

don’t just want to throw academic research over the wall, 

and then scream when it’s not used in policy. Instead, as a 

group we listen, learn, and share what is relevant. Taking 

the approach of two-way communication is always going to 

be more useful than demanding influence.

Being a useful resource for our members

Another area of pride for our group has been our 

newsletter (and other communication such as our blog 

outputs). We wanted to create a draw for our members 

that wasn’t simply events and conferences, but something 

everyone could make use of – even if it’s in the 10-mins 

people have for their morning coffee. Looking around at 

best practice from other specialist groups, we sought to 

create a newsletter that combined innovative ideas from 

elsewhere. Our newsletter - which you can sign up by 

joining our group – therefore provides our members with 

a digest of non-academic engagement activities, jobs, 

new publications, activities of our members. It also offers 

roundups of related news to the group through short 

articles which discuss the impact of developing news or 

new technological developments. In this way, we celebrate 

our members, raise awareness of our discipline, and 

promote further knowledge exchange.

It's not unheard of for us to hear at conferences, events, 

or even in the workplace, comments and complements on 

our newsletter output (special shout out to Sarah who runs 

it!). We’re always surprised at who reads our newsletter, 

and our analytics show high-open rates, and a surprising 

geographical diversity – and to the reader whose IP address 

shows from Svalbard, we see you!  

As the landscape of social media continues to change, 

especially as people move away from the platform formally 

known as Twitter, having an active space which can 

weather egomaniac billionaires is of growing importance. 

So, in the future we’re going to be expanding our online 

activities, and hopefully keep the discussion even if people 

stop using our overly depended on platforms.

We really hope our members feel they get something 

from our group, and that our discussions continue to 

provide the building-blocks for the solutions to current day 

issues in technology and society. And if that interests you, 

why not join our group from the PSA website today? ●
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Early Career
Network at PSA24

Last year, at PSA23, for the first time, the Early Career 

Network (‘ECN’) organised a pre-conference day 

dedicated to early career academics. We attended and 

witnessed first-hand how useful it was. We therefore decided, 

as a committee, to replicate it this year. We ran a total of six 

sessions covering everything from journal articles to media 

engagement. 

The first session entitled ‘Knowledge Exchange: working with 

external partners and stakeholders’, was hosted by Matthew 

Hepplewhite (ECN President) and had Danny Bowman, 

Stephanie Reher, and Angela O’Hagan as panellists. The 

panel explored how early career academics can successfully 

work with partners outside of academia, which we felt was - 

given the ever-greater emphasis on this in academia, a very 

beneficial session! The second session hosted by Niamh Cashell 

(Secretary) and with Roula Nezi, Stephanie Luke, and Paul Reilly 

as panellists, explored how the peer review process works, 

essential knowledge for any early career academic hoping to 

publish during and beyond their PhD.

The third session entitled ‘Media engagement and impact’ 

was hosted by Caroline Leicht (Communications officer) with 

Niamh Cashell as a panellist. The session advised early career 

academics on how to navigate various media formats and 

outlets, how to submit a pitch and engage with editors, and 

how to raise profiles across the public sphere. The fourth session 

hosted by Danny Bowman (Events Officer) examined ‘How to 

deliver the perfect presentation, speech, and media interview 

as an academic’. Danny was joined by leading academics David 

Jeffery and Mark Shephard who provided early career academics 

with their top tips and advice on how they can articulate their 

research in a meaningful and impactful manner across a range 

of media formats and arenas. 

The fifth session hosted by Stephanie Luke (ECN Treasurer) 

explored the application process with panellists Roula Nezi and 

Mark Shephard covering everything from finding opportunities 

to writing cover letters to applying for non-academic jobs. 
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Adjacent to this session was ‘Planning for success: the PhD 

and beyond’ hosted by Danny (ECN Events officer). Danny was 

joined by David Jeffery, Andy Mycock, and Indrajit Roy who 

advised early career academics on how to navigate the PhD 

process and achieve success beyond their PhD. The panellists 

covered everything from journal articles to managing your 

mental health during the doctorate, providing a useful and 

holistic view of the field. 

As well as the ECN day, we hosted two very well received 

events at the main conference: speed mentoring and a 

roundtable with editors from PSA journals. These events could 

not have happened without a lot of people giving up their 

time to help others. We would like to extend our heartfelt 

thanks to the speed mentors (David Jeffery, Mark Shephard, 

Stefanie Reher, Zachary Greene, Paul Tobin, Patricia Rossini 

and Amelia Hadfield) and the panellists at the roundtable 

(Elizabeth Evans, Justin Fisher, Nick Allen, Peter Geoghegan, 

Sarah Shair-Rosenfield, Sophie Donnelly, and Richard Hayton).

As President, I (Matthew) would like to finish by thanking 

the ECN executive committee for all the time and effort 

they have spent over the last few months making sure that 

the events at PSA24 were a success. A huge amount of 

planning went into our sessions and the executive committee 

continuously went above and beyond the call of duty. No 

more so than our outgoing Communications Officer, Caroline 

Leicht, who has worked incredibly hard during her time in the 

role and supported so many early career scholars in achieving 

their potential. We could simply not have functioned without 

her knowledge, experience and know-how. Thank you, 

Caroline. We would also like to thank the PSA staff who 

helped ensure the ECN events were a success: Joan Fisher, 

Hayley Mill, and Michelle Doyle Wildman. ●

● �Daniel Bowman (Events officer) and Matthew Hepplewhite 

(President)
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The Teaching and Learning Network had a busy 

and productive conference this year. We hosted 

a number of papers that speak directly to the 

pedagogic challenges that we have face in higher education 

as well as roundtables that explored the importance 

of having appropriate mentorship within teaching and 

learning as well as an excellent simulation of how Teaching 

Excellence Framework cases are evaluated. 

Our roundtable focusing on the Mentoring Network, 

very kindly organised by Dr Chris Fetherstone (York), led 

to frank and enlightening discussions of the challenges 

that are faced by those on education track career paths in 

terms of understanding how to develop and make progress 

in your academic journey. The experiences of a range of 

individuals from those newly into the pathway and those 

who have made substantial progress into senior leadership 

positions and how their experiences have shaped their 

career. In particular, the discussions surrounding the, at 

times, loneliness felt by those on scholarship tracks given 

their limited numbers at their home institution, and the lack 

of formal understanding of their role by other academic 

track colleagues was discussed. The newly launched TLN 

mentoring network – information on our PSA webpage - can 

help to address this. 

We also had an eye-opening session, led by Professor John 

Craig (Kingston), who introduced through a TEF simulation 

how TEF submissions are judged with illustrative examples 

of how supporting evidence is viewed. This gave participants 
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a much stronger understanding of how they may help to 

frame future TEF submissions in their own institutions but 

also an understanding of how to judge others if they are 

asked to serve as part of the TEF exercise in future years.

There were also a series of well-conceived papers across 

the conference speaking to pedagogic challenges faced. 

Among many highlights were discussions of how AI is going 

to challenge and shape teaching and learning going forward 

and how we can better help support our students both in 

terms of their mental health but also how to consider how 

we can address degree awarding gaps to level the playing 

field for all students. We look forward to continuing many 

of these conversations at the upcoming TLN conference 

taking place in Durham on the 4th and 5th September 2024. 

If you have any last minute proposals for papers please 

reach out to Adrian.millican@durham.ac.uk or psateach@

psa.ac.uk. ●

● �TLN Convenors – Adrian Millican, Cathy Elliott, Victoria 

Honeyman

Political Studies Association

TEACHING &
LEARNING NETWORK
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How Diverse are Politics
and IR Departments?

The PSA is a member of The Academy of Social 

Sciences (ACSS) and is part of its EDI working group 

which has helped pull together a hub of data and 

good practice initiatives from across the academe which will 

hopefully be useful and inspiring to our community:

Indeed, the PSA is currently working with the British 

Academy on its disciplinary analysis of Politics & International 

Relations (due Autumn 24) which will provide us with further 

evidence of the diversity and health of our discipline.

As a learned society, we are committed to encouraging an 

inclusive and equitable environment where diversity thrives. 

This is demonstrated by our recognition of the invaluable 

contribution that women and people of colour bring to the 

discipline and our support in their career advancement. 

The PSA’s Women and Politics Specialist Group provides 

an invaluable network and platform for women to advance 

their work and careers in the discipline. The Diverse Voices 

Programme is another initiative by the PSA that supports 

black and minority ethnic PhD students with scholarships. 

The programme also provides early career researchers from 

underrepresented groups with small grants to advance their 

research.

Crucially this analysis from the Academy of Social Sciences 

(ACSS) will help inform PSA’s new 2025+ strategy as it places 

EDI at the heart of its operations and activities that support 

the higher education teaching and research landscape.
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● �You can access the ACSS summary report on EDI in the social sciences, and read the analysis by 

Joan McDappa, PSA’s Diversity and Projects Officer, on the PSA website. 
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