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17™ ANNUAL PSA AWARDS:

A NIGHT OF CELEBRATION

AND DRAMA

By Sydney Budgeon, Communications and Media Relations Officer

was fitting that on 27 November 2018 the
PSA hosted a rousing evening, compered as
ever by Jon Snow of Channel 4 News, for all of
Twitter to either celebrate or admonish. Additional
entertainment was provided by MP4, the world's
only parliamentary rock band.
As PSA Chair, Angelia Wilson, said in her opening
address: 'Politics is indeed the greatest show! What a

OUR
STATEMENT

F or an endlessly rousing year of politics, it

ON PLAN S

Read more: pages 26-27

spectacular year in politics... The marvels - or wonders
- of liberty and democracy never cease!’

Eleven awards were presented on 27 November
at Church House, recognising the accomplishments
of students, academics, journalists, campaigners,
photographers and politicians. The Rt Hon David
Lammy MP walked away with one of the biggest
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continued from page 1

prizes of the night: Politician of the Year. He dedicated his award to
the 72 victims of the Grenfell Tower fire, the thousands of British
families affected by the Windrush scandal, and the young people in his
constituency whose 'livelihoods and future are threatened by Brexit.’
The PSA also recognised the Rt Hon Dominic Grieve QC MP with
Parliamentarian of the Year; Diana Johnson MP with Backbencher of the
Year; Tracey Crouch MP with Best Use of Evidence; and the Alliance for
Choice with Campaigners of the Year. Katya Adler, of BBC Europe, was
named Broadcaster of the Year and Carole Cadwalladr, of The Observer,
and The Guardian’s Amelia Gentleman were both recognised as
Journalists of the Year. Replacing the Political Image of the Year, the first
PSA Political Photographer of the Year was awarded to Peter Nicholls
from Reuters. Lastly, Olivia Palmer, Esther Follis and Anna Brown from
Wallace High School, Lisburn came to the stage to accept their award
from Anthony Wells of YouGov as winners of the 2018 Student Video
Competition.

Two PSA awards were presented posthumously. Baroness Jowell was
honoured with the Lifetime Achievement in Politics Award which was
presented to her daughter Jess Mills. Professor Mick Moran, who died in
April 2018, was recognised with the Sir Isaiah Berlin Award for Lifetime
Contribution to Political Studies which his son Professor Joe Moran
accepted on his behalf.

Michel Barnier, Lin-Manuel Miranda and Professor Margaret
MacMillan were also recognised with the International Recognition
award, Contribution to Arts & Culture award and Political Studies
Communicator award, respectively, but were unable to attend.

All award recipients (with the exception of the Student Video
Competition and the Photographer of the Year) were nominated in the
summer by PSA members; the winners of these awards were selected
by our Awards jury: Professor Roger Awan-Scully, Ayesha Hazarika,
Rachel Sylvester and Professor Angelia Wilson. The PSA Annual Awards
are co-sponsored by Sage Publications.

psa.ac.uk
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Chair’s Message continued from page 1

respond to the Brexit fiasco with “wtf?”,
then we are definitely in unchartered waters.
The PSA is holding various events in the
coming weeks for such experts to
analyze these changes and what
they mean for our government
and our way of life.
While many, many students,
parents and colleagues will
welcome a reduction in
tuition fees, the outcome
of the Augar Report
will have a significant
impact on the budgets of
universities. A reduction of
fees by around a third - reportedly £6,500 for non-STEM subjects
- will undoubtedly bring either a reduction in academic and
non-academic staff numbers, an increase in student numbers or
both. Either outcome will change the nature of our daily lives. As
teaching-only contracts increase in preparation for the REF, with
the reduction of student fees that trend looks likely to continue.

For those of you learning about Plan S, | encourage you to
read my thoughts on that elsewhere in this issue. The article
includes a ‘reading list’ of commentary to give you a flavor of
the current debate. In a nutshell, while the idea of free public
access to research outcomes is highly laudable, if the most radical
version of Plan S comes to pass, Social Science publications will
change dramatically and quickly. Research grants that include
Article Processing Charges (APCs) will be able to publish in only
gold OA journals — not journals with some OA articles. Those
without such funding will be left to find the APCs either through
university funding or their own pocket. To my mind, this level of
marketization undermines academic freedom and the guarantee
that all academic publications are rigorously peer-reviewed. |
encourage you to learn more about Plan S and to be proactive
in challenging the most radical versions of this policy — and to
do so quickly as the decision looms in the next few weeks with
implementation threatened within 1-2 years.

The PSA executive has been watching the storm clouds gather
for a while. We made early decisions to invest wisely in our new
building and new website, to restructure and have a vigorous
membership drive, and to diversify income streams. Undoubtedly,
there will be a significant impact from Plan S on learned societies
who are largely dependent on the publishing industry. We believe
that we are prepared for the challenges ahead and look forward to
working with each of you in the future to ensure the PSA provides
all our members with resources, support and value-added services.
You will see various new and exciting ventures in the pages here
and in the weeks ahead.

We look forward to working with our members to face these
challenges with vigour and to reach the best possible outcomes.

Angelia Wilson

PSANEWS
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On 27 November, the PSA
launched the Diverse Voices
Doctoral Scholarship Fund as
an investment in the future of
Political Studies.

As we often argue, our democratic representatives should reflect
the diversity of the population; so should the profession of
Political Studies academics. Right now, the PSA is overwhelmingly
white (86% of academic members), predominantly male, and
usually from a middle-class background. We need your help

to change this. We are committing ourselves to reaching out

and welcoming diverse voices into the field of Political Studies.
We are launching our new campaign to encourage and provide
financial support for students from a variety of backgrounds

and identities to gain a doctorate in Politics. We believe that
academia is stronger when diverse voices are researching politics,
articulating political values and teaching the next generation that
politics has space for everyone.

To develop and support the Scholarship Fund, Professor Angelia
Wilson is putting together a Chair's Commission. The Commission
will draft guidelines and recommend actions to broaden the reach
of the scholarship along the educational pipeline. The Commission
will also explore helping young people considering studying A-level
and UG politics as essential to meet the goals of a more diverse
profession as well as a more diverse engaged polity.

Watch out for Diverse Voices fundraising initiatives in the coming
months or lend us your help today. Whether you can give £5k or
run 5K, here’s how you can share your gifts, time or talents.

GIVE A GIFT
If you can offer a regular gift or offer a one off payment, here
are our account details:

Bank of Scotland
Sort Code: 12-08-81
Account Number: 00647207

GIVE YOUR TIME
If you can volunteer or offer your talents to support

PSA fundraising activities... as a political speaker, media
personality, fun runner and more, please email us at info@
psa.ac.uk.

GIVE YOUR EXPERTISE
If you can help promote the Diverse Voices Scholarship

Fund in your organization or amongst your networks, please
get in touch at info@psa.ac.uk.

psa.ac.uk
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SPEAKER OF
HOUSE OF
COMMONS

TO SPEAK AT
PSA ANNUAL
INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE IN
NOTTINGHAM

By Avnish Patel, PSA Events Manager

n Monday, 15 April, Rt Hon John Bercow MP, Speaker of
O the House of Commons, will be giving the keynote address

on 'Politics in an Anti-Politics Age’ at the Nottingham
Conference Centre.

The PSA and the conference convenors, Dr Marianna
Poberezhskaya and Dr Imad El-Anis, look forward to welcoming
attendees to this event and the whole of the 69th PSA Annual
International Conference taking place at the Nottingham
Conference Centre, Nottingham Trent University, from 15 — 17 April.

The annual conference is an opportunity to present the latest
scholarship from across the disciplinary and methodological
traditions whilst also exploring the 2019 theme, ‘(Un)Sustainable
Politics in a Changing World'. The conference has expanded in
scope over the past few years, reflected in the range and quality of
panels and plenaries, the additional events that complement the
traditional conference programme, the commitment to equality and
diversity, and the way the PSA continues to expand its intellectual
community.

The latest conference deadlines are as follows; please visit the
PSA website for further details:

Monday 18 February: Registration deadline for paper-givers. Failure
to register will result in exclusion from the conference programme.

Monday 18 March: Deadline for registered attendees to apply for
subsidised childcare.

Monday 8 April: Deadline for conference registration, for paper-
givers to upload papers, and purchase tickets for the PSA Conference
Dinner at St Mary’s Church on 16th April (subject to availability).

We will be delighted to welcome participants to Nottingham,
known throughout the world for the famous legend of Robin Hood,
and today quickly establishing itself as one of the most thriving and
creative cities in the UK.

—

PSA CELEBRATES
NEW OFFICE WITH
HOUSEWARMING PARTY

By Sydney Budgeon, PSA Communications & Media Relations Officer

n 18 October, the PSA staff and trustees hosted members and
friends for a celebration of the new office in Camden acquired this

summer. It was a lovely evening of nibbles, bubbles and conversation

* with reminiscences of the PSA's journey in finding a place to call home.

The new office has been named the Elizabeth Meehan Suite in honour

. of Professor Elizabeth Meehan, the first woman chair of the PSA who
: sadly passed away earlier in 2018. In attendance at the housewarming
. party were Elizabeth Meehan's sisters, Mary Turnbull and Margaret

Saunders, who helped the PSA mark the occasion by cutting the ribbon

: and both gave a moving tribute to their sister and her contributions to

political science. Mary and Margaret have generously donated three of
Elizabeth'’s awards to display at the office.
The new office is located in Pratt Mews, London, NW1 OAD. Members

. who were unable to attend the housewarming are welcome to come by

Monday to Friday, between 10:00 and 17:30, to see the new space and
meet the staff.

If you are planning on coming by, we do ask to let us know in advance
by emailing info@psa.ac.uk or calling 02073212545.

psa.ac.uk
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NEED A MEETING SPACE .
IN CENTRAL LONDON? =

Room Hire at the Political Studies Association

rates available for members at our office in Camden. Please
contact the PSA Office (0207 3212545 or info@psa.ac.uk)

regarding availability and bookings.

The PSA now has meeting rooms available to hire with discount

Our rates: PSA Members Other learned Other
(small room/ societies & charities organisations
large combined (small room/large (small room/large
room) combined room) combined room)
One hour £20/£30 £30/£45 £40/£60
Half day £60/£90 £90/£135 £120/£180
Full day £100/£150 £160/£240 £220/£330

Visit www.psa.ac.uk/venue-hire-psa for more information about

our meeting rooms.

psa.ac.uk
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THE YEAR \
AHEAD

By Phil Sooben, CEO

of us not just in understanding and untangling the latest

Brexit developments but in continuing to build the PSA as
an influential and dynamic organisation both in representing the
interests of its members and engaging with the wider world. So,
over the next few months, we will be:

«  Developing the new PSA website with a more user-friendly
members portal and a customer relationship management
(usually referred to as 'CRM’) functionality that enables us
to provide a better. more targeted range of services. We will
also be enhancing the pages for our specialist groups and
creating a new experts directory.

Ensuring that we identify and make the case for the needs
and concerns of political science in relation to the current
debates around open access publishing and Plan S

Increasing our membership and, in particular, targeting the
new categories we have just introduced of schools level
institutional membership and undergraduate students. This
will include expanding the number of resources and events
that we provide for A-level students and their teachers.
Enhancing the range of training and development
opportunities that we offer in areas of importance to

our members, particularly where these are not routinely
provided by employers and/or where these is a clear growing
level of demand. So this will include areas such as media
training; working with policy-makers; getting published; or
innovative approaches to teaching.

Ensuring that we continue to support activities that are
relevant to those of our members who work outside the
academy and to those we wish to connect with in the media,
policy communities and wider public sphere. In addition to
the ‘What’s happening in contemporary politics’ event that
has just taken place we have a panel discussion on Brexit and
young people taking place at the British Library on 18 March.

We have also just agreed to support an increased number of

events this year through our ‘Pushing the Boundaries’ scheme.

This scheme encourages our specialist groups to organize

activities that go beyond what might be regarded as their

‘usual business’ by including, for example, greater international

collaboration; engagement with colleagues in other disciplines;

and the involvement of practitioners, activists and policy-makers.

There are more detailed pieces about some of these challenges
elsewhere in this issue. As ever we welcome your feedback on any
of the topics covered here.

Lastly, you may have seen on our website that | have decided
to move on from the PSA so regrettably | will not be involved in
most of the exciting initiatives in the year ahead. | would like to
thank all of you who have worked with me or supported the PSA’s
activities during my time as CEO.

ﬁ happy new year to all of you. Another busy year lies ahead

CHANGES
INTRODUCED
TO PSA
MEMBERSHIPS

n 19 November 2018, the PSA implemented changes to
all of our membership categories, in recognition of the

need to provide all members with an enhanced range
of services relevant to their particular needs and interests. These
changes were implemented after careful consideration of the
demographics of the current PSA membership and the responses
which were given during the membership survey carried out earlier
in 2018.

Progressive and sustainable modelling for
academic memberships

To reflect the spread of incomes across the profession, the PSA
introduced three levels of progressively priced fees based on
annual salary. The category previously known as ‘Concessions’ was
amended to ‘Unwaged/unemployed HE academics’ with a slightly
reduced fee. Two categories, the ECN and Retired memberships,
saw increases to their fees. Retired members now also have the
option to become lifetime members of the PSA for a one-off fee
of £500.

Expansion of memberships outside of academia
The PSA opened up three new types of membership: schools,
student and general public. Schools membership has replaced
individual Teacher membership, becoming the first institutional
membership category in the PSA. Student membership was
created in response to the growing interest from undergraduate
and master's students in joining the PSA. The general public
membership was also created in response to the growing interest
in the PSA outside of academia. These three membership types do
not have access to the PSA’s academic journals and do not hold
voting rights in governance matters, but do enjoy all other public
benefits, such as a subscription to Political Insight and access to
public PSA events.

We are excited about the ever-expanding range of benefits
available to members each year, many of which are described
elsewhere in this issue, and look forward to seeing these grow
further for members in every membership category. We are
thrilled to now offer two new membership benefits to members:
meeting space at a discounted rate and quiet desk space free of
charge at our new London office. This year members can also look
forward to a wider range of training and professional development
opportunities to be announced at the PSA Annual International
Conference in April.

If you have any questions about the new memberships or

fees, please email membership@psa.ac.uk or telephone 01787

221026.

psa.ac.uk
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&
SPECIALIST GROUPS

CONVENORS’
CONFERENCE

By Rosie Inman, PSA Development Officer for Specialist Groups

n Friday 23 November, officers of the PSA’s Specialist Groups
Ogathered at the Arlington Conference Centre in Camden, London

for the annual Specialist Group Convenors’ Conference. The day
began with a welcome from Joanie Willett and Arianna Giovannini (PSA
Trustees and Specialist Group Co-Chairs) and PSA Chair Angie Wilson,
which highlighted the busy year the association has had and the many
benefits this brings for Specialist Groups — from developing the new PSA
website, to the new office where SGs will be able to hold meetings.

The first session of the day focussed on the Specialist Group Review
which had recently concluded after a period of consultation with
convenors — the review considered key issues such as funding, website
functionality for SGs, and improving communication channels. Outcomes
of the review included developing a new core funding formula for groups,
as well as redirecting more funding than ever into the highly-successful
Pushing the Boundaries scheme which funds innovative Specialist Group
event proposals.

The next session on Equality, Diversity and Inclusion was led by Megan
Dunn, Senior Policy Advisor at Advance HE (formerly Equality Challenge
Unit), who gave convenors an overview of the Equality & Diversity
landscape, the available data, the work currently being undertaken in
the HE sector and tips on increasing engagement with underrepresented
groups. Megan and Joanie then led a discussion on how Specialist Groups
could contribute to the aims of the PSA's Equality & Diversity agenda.

“Increasing Specialist Group Engagement” was the topic of the
third session, which saw Marc Geddes (Parliaments SG) and Ivor
Bolton (German Politics SG) sharing best practice from their groups —
particularly in regards to their successful conferences and the Parliaments
SG'’s blog and web-presence.

The final session of the day was led by the PSA’s Communications
and Media Relations Officer, Sydney Budgeon. Sydney offered groups
practical advice for the effective running of their social media and
communications strategy, followed by an explanation of the PSA’s
website redevelopment. She was joined by the project lead at
CompuCorp (the company commissioned to redevelop the PSA's
website) for a Q&A from convenors.

Many thanks to all who attended the day and helped make it a success
— we at the PSA are looking forward to another excellent year of working
with all of our Specialist Groups.

PSA HOLDS JOINT
BREXIT MEDIA
BRIEFINGS WITH
THE UK IN A

CHANGING EUROPE

By Sydney Budgeon, PSA Communications & Media Relations
: Officer

ver a very busy autumn for British and European politics,
: the PSA and The UK in a Changing Europe, an ESRC-funded

initiative promoting access to research on the relationship
between the UK and European Union, held two media briefings
in London to address key events related to the ongoing Brexit
negotiations.
The first briefing, held on 17 October at King's College London,

* addressed the European Council meeting being held on 18 October. Dr

Katy Hayward, Professor Catherine Barnard, Dr Simon Usherwood and
Professor Anand Menon spoke to a crowded room of journalists from
both domestic and international media outlets.

The second briefing, held on 12 December at Church House in

: Westminster, addressed the [postponed] Brexit vote that was due to be

held the previous day at Parliament. The panel included Professor Tim
Bale, Professor Meg Russell, Professor Feargal Cochrane, Dr Alan Wager,
Professor Nicola McEwen and Professor Anand Menon. The briefing

- concluded with various one-on-one interviews with a diverse range of

international media oorganisations.
Any journalists who wish to be added to the Political Studies

. Association’s media contact list to be invited to future media briefings
. should email sydney.budgeon@psa.ac.uk.

PSANEWS

psa.ac.uk



ASSOCIATION NEWS

PHASE 1 COMPLETED FOR NEW WWW.PSA.AC.UK,
PHASES 2 AND 3 STILL TO COME

By Sydney Budgeon, PSA Communications and Media Relations Officer

hat can | say — launching our new website has been quite the
Wjourney for PSA staff, members and our team at Compucorp.

Phase 1, which has largely entailed a new look for our website,
completed on 19 November.

We are greatly looking forward to the next two phases of the project.
Members can look forward to our new network pages (including specialist
groups, the Early Career Network (ECN) and Teaching & Learning Network)
and a new members’ portal, which, barring any major snagging issues, will
go live before our conference in April. Our staff are also very excited about
moving over to a new CRM (that’s customer relationship management tool),
which will both resolve the various bugs experienced by our current outdated
CRM and make the membership experience from sign-up to renewal far
easier for members (including providing more payment options!) Also on our
list is introducing a higher calibre and more intuitive search function, and
creating an easy access experts directory for journalists and the media.

Admittedly, the progression to our new website hasn't been without its
teething problems. Members may have received various erroneous automated
emails from our current CRM about renewal or membership expiry. Our

...........................................................

tech support is busy working on a way to eliminate these emails, which
unfortunately has not had a straightforward solution. We understand that
members have faced other frustrations in the renewal process or in accessing
member benefits on the website, but we greatly appreciate your patience.

| won't use any tired metaphors about Rome, but building a new website
is a bit like building a city — it requires careful thought about access and
aesthetic; durability and timelessness; everything above and everything
below the surface. We've had to consider the necessities for our membership
while also envisioning what we can offer now and in the future. And
most importantly, a point which must be stressed in this age of instant
gratification, building a new website takes time.

Once the next few phases are over, we are looking forward to running
a survey on our members' thoughts about the new website, how it has
improved and how it can be improved further. As our organisation continues
to grow and change, so will our website. We thank everyone who has
provided feedback already, and | also wish to thank Compucorp as they
help guide us to a more modern, accessible, and fitting website for our
organisation.

........................................................

PSA NOMINATIONS FOR TRUSTEE ELECTION OPENING IN FEBRUARY

year. We are seeking two innovative, creative, fiscally-minded and

committed Trustees who will take on an allocated brief once elected;
and a Secretary, who will likewise share the dynamism expected of all our
trustees, and, ideally, possess experience of senior management and a keen
eye for innovative ways to support our members. Each new trustee will be
elected for a three-year term on the committee. The call for nominations
will open on Wednesday 13th February at 9:00 AM. The nominations will be
closing at midnight on Thursday 18th April.

The Executive Committee meets around four times a year, at our London

Three positions on PSA Executive Committee will be opening this

HQ. In addition, the Secretary will also join the six-person Senior Leadership
Team, which meets in between Executive Committee meetings. As such, the
roles involve a time commitment that fluctuates throughout the year but

is not insignificant, and which necessitate excellent communication skills in
between and during formal meetings.

More information about the nominations process will be made available
on our website on Wednesday 13th February. Nominations will require the
support of a second PSA member.

Voting for the election will take place from the 6th of May through to the
24th of May.

POPULISM

International Teaching & Learning Conference 2019
17-19 JUNE 19
BRIGHTON
www.psa.ac.uk/intteachandlearnid
Early-Bird Registration closes Monday 8th Feb!

i Political Studies
2 Association

psa.ac.uk
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CONTEMPORARY IDENTITY POLITICS
AND THE STRUGGLE FOR RECOGNITION

Francis Fukuyama delivers the latest PSA — British Library Lecture

By Avnish Patel, PSA Events Manager

n Friday 12th October 2018, Francis Fukuyama, the influential
Oacademic based at Stanford University, delivered the latest

PSA — British Library lecture. As well as discussing ideas from his
latest book, Identity - Contemporary Identity Politics and the Struggle for
Recognition, Mr Fukuyama engaged in a stimulating and wide-ranging
conversation with the event chair, Professor Lyndsey Stonebridge, Professor
of Humanities and Human Rights at the University of Birmingham and
took a diverse range of questions from an appreciative audience.

Renowned for his 1989 essay, The End of History?, a timely thesis on

liberal democracy that resolutely chimed with the ending of the Cold
War, Mr Fukuyama has revisited this ideological battleground to warn how
identity politics, contemporaneously fuelled by populism, authoritarianism
and economic nationalism, have come to challenge the notion that

..........................................................

universal recognition is the basis of liberal democracy.

During his talk Francis Fukuyama traced the development of the idea
of identity from Plato, Locke and Rousseau to modern gender politics and
argued that unless we forge a universal understanding of human dignity
and national identities based on beliefs rather than restrictive forms of
recognition based on religion, sect, race, or ethnicity, we are doomed to
endure continual conflict. These stresses can be seen in liberal democracies
across Western Europe, with political discourse dominated by the ever-
increasing partisanship, anti-immigrant rhetoric and policies, the rise in
white nationalism and radical Islam.

In assessing the current political landscape, it was sobering to hear
Fukuyama's argument that “democracy has been taken for granted by
people” and that with the impact of Brexit and the Trump Presidency,
democracy is “under threat in a way we're unfamiliar with”.

This event and previous PSA — British Library lectures are available to
watch on the PSA's YouTube channel.

The PSA — British Library Lecture Series aims to inspire public
engagement and a better understanding of politics, especially within wider
historical and cultural contexts. The next event will be a panel discussion
on ‘Brexit, Young People and Politics’ on Monday 18th March 2019 and
further details are available on the PSA website. Free tickets are available to
members of the PSA and please email Susy Ajayi at susy.ajayi@psa.ac.uk to
reserve your place.

..........................................................

PSA ANNUAL UNDERGRADUATE
CONFERENCE 2019

(Tuesday 9 April, Nottingham Trent University)

to undergraduate students to submit their work. The academic
convenors this year are Matthew Wood (PSA Trustee) and
Francesca Silvestri (Nottingham Trent University).

This conference provides a space for politics students, from the UK
and abroad, and those in related subjects to come together, no matter
what stage of their undergraduate degree they may be in, and share
their research whilst exploring the theme ‘(UN) Sustainable Politics in a
Changing World'. The conference is also an opportunity to hear keynote
academic talks and learn about more about what it's like to undertake
postgraduate study and research in the field of politics.

The pace at which our world continues to change is difficult to
comprehend, and our ability to understand and explain politics is
undermined as a result. Now, perhaps more than at any time since the
end of the Cold War, the sustainability of current political practices
must be (re)examined. Potential themes for exploration by student
panellists include: the UK post-Brexit, populist politics, the limits of
globalisation, climate change, the rise of nationalism and Trump.

We welcome presentations from different sub-disciplines within
politics including comparative politics; political philosophy; and

The PSA Annual Undergraduate Conference 2019 is now open

international relations, as well as students interested in qualitative and
quantitative research.

Participation is open to all students from UK institutions, and abroad.
Students can apply to give a presentation on the research they've been
conducting (for example, an UG dissertation) or they can register as a
non-presenting participant.

Registration will open Monday 4th February 10am.

All students wishing to present their work at the conference should
submit a short summary (no more than 500 words) to info@psa.ac.uk
by no later than Sunday 10th March (17:00).

Conference registration is free for PSA members or general
attendance is £10.

In the past we've found that students can be hesitant to submit their
work to present at a conference, so this is where you come in. We're
looking for presentations that demonstrate original ideas and critical
thinking from Undergraduate students covering a range of topics. We
want our members to recommend students for the conference so
please share this information with your students and colleagues!

Full details of the conference can be found at psa.ac.uk/
undergraduate/conference2019

PSANEWS
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EDGE HILL UNIVERSITY

POLITICS

By Paula Keaveney

Nicky Morgan MP visited Edge Hill University last Semester

to talk to students, staff and local residents about advances
for women in politics and about the campaign for Votes at 16.
Before the lecture, Ms Morgan met groups of local sixth-formers
who were at the University as part of a workshop day on the topic
of voting ages and democracy as well as meeting students at the
University studying politics.

Ms Morgan's visit was part of a year of events at Edge Hill under
the Wonder Women banner. Using the 100th anniversaries of
partial female suffrage, women being able to stand for Parliament
and the first General Election with female candidates, the
University has been running the Wonder Women campaign to look
back at the history of democratic advances as well as exploring
linked issues for the future.

Nicky Morgan was asked to visit the University following her
support for the Votes at 16 campaign as one of a number of
leading Conservatives to add their voice. The event took place

F ormer Cabinet Member and now Select Committee Chair

UPDATE

shortly before a scheduled Private Members Bill day on which two
Bills on the topic were listed.

The visit was organised by Politics Lecturer Paula Keaveney
who says: "We are keen to give our students the chance to meet
senior politicians and to hear about, and debate, issues around
democracy, the franchise and the constitution. This year we've
heard from a wide range of speakers including Caroline Lucas, who
was great on the need for reform in politics, and Baroness Lynne
Featherstone, who told her story of the work behind the Marriage
(Same Sex Couples) Act”.

........................................................

Congratulations to Andrew Crines who has been
promoted to Senior Lecturer in British Politics at

the University of Liverpool!

psa.ac.uk
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WORKHOUSE TO WESTMINSTER
BY TREVOR SMITH (CAPER PRESS)

By Andrew Massey (University of Exeter)

Trevor Smith, former PSA Chair and PSA Vice President and
long-time member of the PSA, has published his memoirs
Workhouse to Westminster. The book is available to purchase
on www.caperpress.com.

and academia. In that time, he has not only commented

upon the British Constitution, he has been involved in, indeed
responsible, for some of its fundamental reforms. As he retires after
twenty-one years as a working Liberal Democrat peer, he has produced
an autobiography that is gloriously written; vivid in its evocation of a
bygone England, incisive in its political analysis of current events and in
parts resplendently funny with the wryly amused observations that has
characterised Smith’s swagger through life.

In part one Smith leads us through the mingling of his English Irish
and Scottish DNA and the poverty (workhouse residing) experiences
of his immediate forbears, through wartime evacuation (towards the
guns at Gosport) and the dull savagery of early post-war education.
It is an England of cold, foggy, bronchial, political myopia, exhausted
by the war and still mired in a deranged class system that trapped
and damaged its citizens, especially those impelled to fight in the
constant small wars of a dwindling empire. Smith emerged as a
life-long pacifist and railed against these injustices. His conscience
propelled him into an adult life that determined to improve the
political and social system that had fostered these inequalities.
Education, especially the still rare higher-education gave him the
means to do this. At every turn of events he managed to ratchet-up
a poor hand into a winning deal, attending a range of Colleges before
pursuing a degree at the LSE and then teaching at Exeter, Hull, York
and returning to the East End of London at Queen Mary College.

He left Queen Mary after founding the Politics Department and
serving as Chair of the Political Studies Association, to become Vice
Chancellor of the University of Ulster. Whilst there he was knighted
in 1996 and became a life peer the following year, using the latter
position to torment recalcitrant ministers and advance a range of
progressive causes, noting after he retired from academia that “as
occupational therapy, attending the House of Lords beats basket-
making,” and observing that in his opinion the House was the best
day-care centre for the elderly in London.

For Smith, politics was a constant. He stood for Parliament in
the 1959 election and although he was unsuccessful, it got him
noticed. His life as a Liberal and then Liberal Democrat was under
way. He served a range of committees and joined societies and
Trusts, his service in the Acton Society and Rowntree Reform Trust
being the vehicle through which he funded successive Liberal causes
and crusades. Never shy of fraternising with political foes as well as
friends, Smith supported, funded and shaped a range of causes from
Charter 88 through to the Good Friday Agreement. He befriended the
Clintons, the Kennedys and other leading US opinion formers as well
as hosting the Blairs and a spectrum of UK party leaders and opinion
formers while in Ulster. Much of the Liberal Democrat success over

Trevor Smith has spent over 60 years in politics, public service

Worknousr To WESTMINSTER

TrEvor Smrm

Q } P [, 1 &l's
{ H g} SRILL il |
BT mhe el Lo

the last thirty years as well as devolution, the Freedom of Information
Act and other reforms were influenced by his restless interventions
through Rowntree and his influential network. His vignettes of every
Liberal leader since 1955 are a joy and his steely dismembering of
Clegg’s legacy and self-centred leadership is merciless.

The book also brings with it Smith'’s tireless analysis of how
the political tide has shifted and what he fears for the future. He
introduces us to what he calls the Tentacular State. He notes the
‘history of British government since the end of WWII ....
continuing series of retreats away from democracy and parliamentary
oversight of the executive.” He charts the privatisation and PPI

reveals a

process and the rise of the regulatory state as related to a merging
of the public and private sectors and the gradual loosening of the
clear demarcation between public and private interests, the revolving
door of executives and officials and former ministers crossing the
boundary and moving into lucrative positions undermining the UK’s
public service ethos. He leaves us with a list of questions and worries
for our children’s future, before plaintively noting, ‘Almost time for
me to turn out the lights.’

The book closes with a series of Smith's aphorisms, my personal
favourite being, “Of course I'm a conspiracy theorist: ‘cock-ups’, after
all, are only failed conspiracies.” Indeed. A book from someone who
has led more than one life in a lifetime of change and innovation and
who has had a major impact on our country and our profession.

PSANEWS
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GLASGOW CALEDONIAN

UNIVERSITY LAUNCHES
VOLPOWER PROJECT

By Umut Korkut (Glasgow Caledonian University)

and Migrant Integration Fund) funded two-year project

VOLPOWER: Enhancing Community Building and Social
Integration through Dialogue and Collaboration amongst Young
Europeans and Third Country Nationals (TCNs). The project team
consists of Professor Umut Korkut as coordinator, and Dr Fiona Reid

G lasgow Caledonian University leads the EU AMIF (Asylum

and Dr Fiona Skillen as Principal Investigators as well as Marcus
Nicolson as the Communications Manager. GCU leads a consortium
composed of Erasmus University Rotterdam, Austrian Academy

of Sciences — Institute for Urban and Regional Research, EURAC-
Institute for Minority Rights Bolzano, Zavod APIS Slovenia, SOS
Malta, and IRMO Croatia.

Volpower explores how youth volunteering in sports and arts
activities can serve as a mechanism for social integration for youth.
Sport and arts activities by their very nature demand high levels of
interaction between participants. We believe that this interaction
could help to foster, and facilitate community building and mutual
understanding. In particular we will be working with EU Nationals and
Third Country Nationals in order to understand the challenges TCN's
face when settling within a new community. We hope that our research

..........................................................

2\

VOLPOWER

will demonstrate the power that volunteering can have in terms of
empowering individuals within their local communities.

The project will examine these ideas by working with volunteers
in sport and arts organisations from across Europe. The main aims of
this project are to initiate youth volunteering in sport and arts related
activities amongst EU and TCNs in order to explore the effects which
volunteering has on an individual’s or communities’ sense of social
integration.

The specific project objectives are summarised as follows:

+  Toincrease integration of TCN volunteers into local communities
through sport and arts volunteering, exposing TCNs to informal
and formal institutions within their localities.

+  Toimprove partnership between EUN and TCN volunteers through
sports and arts volunteering.

+  To provide participants with intercultural skills as well as life and
leadership skills.

+  To generate communication between the local communities and
volunteers of TCN and EUN backgrounds.

To foreground the value of volunteering for community building
through developing partnerships between the sports and arts
volunteers and community stakeholders.

To foster common grounds and goals for sustainable partnerships
through dialogue, collaboration, and resource sharing enhanced by
sports and arts volunteering.

To assess practices for the inclusion of TCNs at the micro-
community level via sports and arts and how participation in
these activities forge intercultural dialogue and processes of
integration.

To introduce digital tools in illustrating good practice in
volunteering.

Please contact umut.korkut@gcu.ac.uk for all information related
to VOLPOWER activities.

..........................................................

UNIVERSITY OF READING UPDATES

ark Shanahan has become Head of Department for
M Politics & IR at Reading, succeeding Jonathan Golub who

has completed his three-year term. Formerly Director of
Teaching and Learning, Mark has been succeeded by David Marshall
in that role. In another change, Adam Humphreys has taken on the
additional role of being Academic Director for IR and Strategy for
Reading’s brand-new online BSc and MSc programmes which have
been developed specifically for the Army under the Army Higher
Education Pathway. Working jointly with colleagues in Reading'’s
Henley Business School, the team, under Adam, have developed
a full suite of on-line modules that Army officers will take from

completion of their commissioning Course at Sandhurst right
through to mid-career. “The key to AHEP, which builds expertise

in IR, strategy and Leadership, is that officers will be able to study
wherever they are based and whenever they can. The first students
have now started their early modules, and we're thoroughly
enjoying working with them.”

@ University of

Reading

psa.ac.uk
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ELECTORAL RESEARCH ACTIVITIES
FROM INTERNATIONAL ISLAMIC

[
-
o !

By Syed Arabi Idid & Khairul Syakirin Zulkifli

International Islamic University Malaysia, is collaborating

with relevant academic departments, including: University
Sains Malaysia (USM); Universiti Putra Malaysia (UPM); Universiti
Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM) and Universiti Malaya (UM) on
electoral studies, public policy and media use.

The historic 14th Malaysian General Election also attracted
academic institutions to critically discuss and examine the outcome.
ESRU organised a seminar ‘The 14th General Election (GE): An
Analysis’ on 28 June 2018.The Institute for Democracy and Economic
Affairs (IDEAS) also held a conference, ‘Post-GE 14 Conference:
Making Democracy Deliver’ on 2 June 2018. On 11 December
2018, ‘'The Round Table: The Commonwealth Journal Affairs’ was
organised by the Jeffrey Cheah Institute of South East Asia at Sunway
University.

Several books have been published critically examining the

The Electoral Research Studies Unit (ESRU), based at the

outcome of the recent General Election. From UKM, the journal ‘Jebat:

Malaysian Journal of History, Politics and Strategy’ came out with a
special issue on the 14th General Election. Another book ‘By-Election
in Sungai Limau, Kajang, Balingian and Pengkalan Kubur’, written in
Malay, was published by [ITUM. ESRU presented a study on Malaysian
urban poverty to policy makers illustrating the social grievances of
impoverished urban dwellers caused by the rise in cost of living.

UNIVERSITY MALAYSIA
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“A thorough and

sympathetic

analysis of the

new working

class that

should serve

as a bible for

po’icy makers". HOW T0 WIN HEARTS, MINDS AND VOTES
 coalant= CLAIRE AINSLEY
Deborah Mattinson, THE NEW WORKING
leading political pollster and CLASS

co-founder of Britain Thinks By Claire Ainsley

Who is now working class and ISBN 9781447344186 £12.99 May

how do political parties gain their 2018

support? Based on the voices of More info and ordering at 20%
lower and middle income voters, discount from: policy.bristol-
this insightful book proposes universitypress.co.uk/the-new-
what needs to be done to workingr class

address the issues of the 'new
working class’, providing practical
recommendations for political
parties to reconnect with the
electorate and regain trust.
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(Left to Right): Jon Tonge, Mairé Braniff, Jim McAuley, Tom Hennessey and Sophie Whiting

BOOK LAUNCH EVENT
HELD IN BELFAST

By Jonathan Tonge (University of Liverpool)

ith much current focus upon Northern Ireland, it was a
Wtimely moment for five PSA members, Tom Hennessey,

Mairé Braniff, Jim McAuley, Jon Tonge and Sophie
Whiting, to launch their new book on the Ulster Unionist Party
(UUP), published by Oxford University Press, at a well-attended
event at Ulster University. Having already published an award-
winning book on the DUP, this study of unionism'’s other (and
still, in membership terms, larger) party was based on a two-year
membership survey. The Ulster Unionist Party: Country Before
Party? examines intra-unionist rivalries, attitudes to the peace

and political processes, views on the Good Friday Agreement and
perceptions of Brexit within unionism.

Speakers at the event included Mike Nesbitt (UUP Leader, 2012-
2017), Lauren Kerr (UUP Press & Policy Officer), and Alex Kane
(former UUP Director of Communication) to offer their thoughts
on party leadership, current challenges faced by the party and
the milieu of Northern Irish politics, in general. Insights from the
speakers were followed by deep and thoughtful discussion with
the audience around the past, present and future of the UUP and
unionism in Northern Ireland.

NEW APPOINTMENTS AT THE LSE'S
DEPARTMENT OF GOVERNMENT

The Department of Government at the London School of

Economics and Political Science is pleased to announce the
following five new appointments for 2019:
Professor Paul Apostolidis, currently the Timothy A. Paul Chair
of Political Science at Whitman College, is appointed as the
Associate Professorial Lecturer in the Education Career Track.
Dr Florian Foos, who obtained his D.Phil from Nuffield College,
University of Oxford, is appointed as an Assistant Professor in
Political Behaviour.
Dr Mathilde Emeriau, who obtained her PhD from Stanford
University, is appointed as an Assistant Professor in Empirical
Political Economy.

«  Dr Sarah Brierley, who obtained her PhD from the University
of California Los Angeles (UCLA), is appointed as an Assistant
Professor in Comparative Politics.

Dr George Ofosu, who obtained his PhD from the University
of California Los Angeles (UCLA), is appointed as an Assistant
Professor in Comparative Politics.

Department of
Government

PSANEWS
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PUSHING THE
BOUNDARIES
SPECIALIST

GROUP FUNDING
COMPETITION

By Rosie Inman, PSA Development Officer for Specialist Groups

he Pushing the Boundaries scheme is an annual funding
competition run by the PSA which offers the association’s 59

Specialist Groups the opportunity to bid for additional funding

for innovative events beyond their regular programme of activity.
There were a number of successful applications to the scheme in 2018
which resulted in eight exciting events, including: Women and Politics’
“A Hundred Years of Women's Suffrage: Looking Back, Moving Forward”
which, along with a range of esteemed academics, included speakers
such as Maria Miller MP and Stella Creasy MP and Sam Smethers (Chief
Executive of the Fawcett Society); German Politics and Greek Politics
held a joint symposium at the Scottish Parliament on “Refugee Politics:
Dilemmas and Trade-Offs”; and Environmental Politics held an ambitious
workshop titled “The Future We Want: Shaping Environmental Politics”,
which brought academics into dialogue with policy-makers, political
influencers and NGOs (see p.18 for more details).

Given the fantastic success of the events held under the scheme
in previous years, the PSA is pleased to announce we have more than
doubled the amount of funding available to Specialist Groups in this
year's scheme and, for the first time, we will run a second round of
applications in late Spring for events in the latter half of the year. We are
delighted to have received many high-quality applications across a range
of our Specialist Groups and to announce that the following events have
been successful in the first round of applications:
American Politics — Early Career Researcher conference
Anarchist Studies — ‘Power to destroy, power to create: building a
culture of resistance towards radical social change’ conference
Development Politics — Interdisciplinary workshop on Chinese
infrastructural investments in Europe
Environmental Politics — ‘Between Activism, Art and Academia’ workshop
Italian Politics — ‘The crisis European social democracy: causes and
consequences in an age of political uncertainty’
Irish Politics — 'The First Decade of ‘The Troubles’: What we now know,
and what we don’t know, about the role of security and intelligence’
symposium
Marxism — "Marxism and De-coloniality: Criticism Perspectives’
conference
Participatory and Deliberative Democracy — ‘Democracy, the digital
and public sphere’
Political Violence and Terrorism — ‘Methods and Ethics in Terrorism
Research’ workshop
Politics of South Asia — 2019 Indian General Election workshop
Populism —‘Populism, Liberalism, Democracy’ workshop
Women and Politics / Race, Migration and Intersectionality —
‘Navigating the Neoliberal Academy’ joint workshop

Ifyou are interested in any of the above events, please do get
in contact with the convenors of the Specialist Groups listed — all
contact information is available on the SG pages on the PSA website.

;:\ Political Studies Association
3% TEACHING &
~ap® LEARNING NETWORK

TEACHING
AND
LEARNING
NETWORK
LAUNCHED

By Donna Smith (Open University)

n 13th December 2018, we were pleased to announce
O the establishment of the PSA Teaching and Learning

Network. Co-chaired by Professor John Craig (Leeds
Beckett) and Dr Donna Smith (The Open University), with
Dr Pete Woodcock Treasurer (Huddersfield), the Network is a
community of practice for academics and higher education
teachers, where best practice can be recognised, scholarship
and research disseminated, and university teaching supported.
Building on over a decade of work as a PSA Specialist Group,
the remit of the Network is:

+  To enable all politics academics/HE teachers to share the
good and innovative practices that they have developed,
within a community of practice

+ To support the production and dissemination of research
and scholarship relating to the teaching and learning of
politics

+  To support the PSA in contributing to policy relating to HE
matters, including the TEF

+  To support early career academics in developing their
practice as university teachers

+  To support the development of politics students as critical
and independent learners, able to contribute to economic,
social, and political wellbeing as active citizens.

All academic and Early Career Network (ECN) PSA members are
automatically affiliated to the Network, although we will endeavour
to engage as many other categories of membership as possible.

For more information, take a look at the PSA Teaching and
Learning Network on the PSA website. The Network will be
hosting workshops and talks at the PSA Annual Conference in
April, and will host its official launch at the PSA International
Teaching and Learning Conference in June, please visit
https://www.psa.ac.uk/intteachandlearn19 for more details.

psa.ac.uk
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PSA ENVIRONMENT WORKSHOP
ON THE FUTURE WE WANT:
SHAPING ENVIRONMENTAL

POLITICS

By Shashi van de Graaff

a networking event and workshop in October with the

environmental think tank, Green House, to discuss The Future
We Want: Shaping Environmental Politics. The event was made
possible through funding provided by PSA’s Pushing the Boundaries
programme. The event was organised in response to feedback from
our member’s that they’d like to have greater participation of non-
academics in our workshops. In response, we held an ambitious
and outward-facing workshop that brought together academics
into dialogue with think tanks, policy-makers, political influencers,
and NGOs to discuss the uncertainty surrounding the future of
environmental politics, and how we should be responding to this.

The event opened with a keynote speech from Amelia Womack,

Deputy Leader of the Green Party. This was followed by a series
of roundtables, each hosted by a different environmental think
tank. The first roundtable, hosted by Policy Connect, focused on
the Politics of Climate Change. The second, hosted by Dr. Rupert

The PSA Environmental Politics Specialist Group co-hosted

..........................................................

Read, Chair of Green House and former Green Party Councillor,
explored the challenge of Facing Up to Climate Reality. The third was
hosted by Andrea Westall, Trustee and Director of the Foundation

for Democracy and Sustainable Development, and explored issues

of environmental justice and answering the politics of fear. Each
roundtable produced a wealth of engaging discussions, on challenging
topics such as how can we mobilise for an agenda of deep and
transformational adaptation to climate change? And how can people
be better engaged in shaping and implementing a more sustainable
future?

The day concluded with a workshop led by Dr Jasmine Hunter-
Evans, an associate of the National Co-ordinating Centre for Public
Engagement. The workshop provided participants with practical tips
and advice on how to be more impactful when engaging for change,
and how to evidence this impact as part of your research programme.

Many thanks to all those who were able to attend, and especially
to Green House for helping us to host the event. We look forward to
seeing you at future PSA Environment events in 2019!

..........................................................

COMMENCING OF A NEW SPECIALIST

GROUP ON TURKISH POLITICS

By Yaprak Giirsoy (Aston University) and Matthew Whiting (University of Birmingham)

e are currently in the process of setting up a Turkish Politics
Wspecialist group within the PSA and are looking for members

who have an interest in studying or hearing about Turkish
politics to join us. The new SG will hold workshops, seminars and panels,
both in and out of the PSA Annual Conference. We will build on the pre-
existing network of experts and scholars whose research interests cover
the historical and contemporary politics of Turkey, broadly defined.
We are also committed to engaging with cutting-edge research on

C+

theoretical frameworks and comparative politics that would enlighten
our understanding of Turkey in its neighbourhood and beyond. Through
our events and up-to-date blog posts, we will help facilitate and expand
opportunities for network building and collaborative research. We
would be delighted to hear from any PSA members who would like to
join the SG or to know more, so please email the co-covenors for more
details: Yaprak Gursoy (y.gursoy@aston.ac.uk) and Matthew Whiting
(M.Whiting.1@bham.ac.uk).

PSANEWS
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JOINT SPECIALIST
GROUP
CONFERENCE HELD
ON ‘CONSERVATIVES
AND STRATEGIC

COMMUNICATION'

By Anthony Ridge-Newman (Liverpool Hope University)

Marketing (PMG) groups held the Conservatives and
Strategic Communication joint conference on Wednesday 12
December 2018.

The event was convened by Drs Anthony Ridge-Newman (Liverpool
Hope University, CSG convenor and PMG vice chair), Paula Keaveney
(Edge Hill University), Rob Busby (Liverpool Hope University and
PMG treasurer) and Peter Reeves (Salford University and PMG events
officer).

It was held at Edge Hill University in association with a group of
North West England universities including Liverpool Hope, Salford,
Chester and Liverpool.

Paper givers came from across the North West and beyond, as

CONSERVATISM
STUDIES ACCEPTING
PROPOSALS FOR
ANNUAL WORKSHOP

By Christopher Fear (University of Hull)

The PSA Conservatism Studies (CSG) and PSA Political

workshop this year on the 13—-14 of June at the University of Hull.
Hull was the UK City of Culture in 2017, and has long been
known in politics for prominent MPs including Andrew Marvell, William
Wilberforce, George Robinson, Thomas Ferens, John Prescott, and Alan
Johnson. The city has been a Labour stronghold for half a century, yet
curiously its university has a history of specializing in conservative
politics. Noel O’Sullivan, Arthur Aughey, Matt Beech, Simon Lee, and
Philip Norton (now The Lord Norton of Louth) have all carried out major
studies of conservative political thought and practice while at Hull, and
the last two years have seen visits from John Bercow and Jacob Rees-
Mogg—separate visits. But as far as we know, the Conservatism Studies
Specialist Group has never staged an event at Hull.
Today the group is young, diverse, and active, and is always seeking
new members. Our workshops offer the chance to present work in
progress in an informal environment, and to receive more detailed

The Conservatism Studies Specialist Group will be holding its annual

psa.ac.uk

far afield as Dr Kobby Mensah from the University of Ghana. The
quality and diversity of papers was very high and included analyses of
conservatism in Turkey, Theresa May’s God strategy, the Conservatives’
digital campaign strategy and of course, the B-word, Brexit, among a
range of other topics.

Prof Andrew Russell (University of Liverpool) gave an excellent
keynote about Conservative party leadership, which was right on
topic because the conference happened to fall on the day in which
members of the Parliamentary Conservative Party were voting on
whether or not they had confidence in the Prime Minister, Theresa
May.

As a result, an already academically vibrant day was injected with
added verve, energy and debate.

Political Studies & @PsAConsStudies

Conservatism Studies
Specialist Group Workshop

University of Hull, 13-14 June 2019

/7

feedback than the traditional conference format normally allows. There
will be keynote addresses from Angela Wilson and Lord Norton and a
workshop dinner, with plenty of opportunity for networking.

Proposals for papers are invited until Friday 8th March: please send
your abstract (roughly 150-200 words) to conservatism.group@psa.
ac.uk.

The registration fee is £30 for academic staff; there is no fee for PhD
students or early career researchers, for whom support can also be
provided towards travel and accommodation costs.

PSANEWS
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IDEALISM
HOLD ANNUAL
CONFERENCE

By Colin Tyler (University of Hull)

was held on 17 and 18 December at the University of Hull

and was hosted jointly with Hull's Centre for Idealism and the
New Liberalism.

As in previous years, the conference drew an international panel
of leading scholars on British idealism. The diverse range of topics
covered included Jim Connelly discussing ‘Progress, Civilisation and
History in the Philosophy of Robin George Collingwood’, Alessandro
Dividus asking ‘Did John Dewey really understand T. H. Green's
metaphysics of moral? An inquiry about the theory of action’, David
Downing examining ‘New Liberalism, the Common Good and Security’,
Christopher Fear on ‘Ideal Retribution: G.W. F. Hegel, John Stuart
Mill, Thomas Hill Green, and Francis Herbert Bradley’, John R. Gibbins
discussing ‘Existentialism in Idealism’, Matthew Jones on ‘Carl Schmitt’s
sovereign: how force, not will, is the basis of the state’, Richard Murphy
analysing 'R.G. Collingwood, Walter Benjamin, and Raymond Williams
on the Relation between Art, Technology, and Community’, Jenneth
Parker exploring ‘Global crises of ecology and inequality: how might we
shape a politics for the common good?’, Adrian Paylor looking at ‘The
Twilight of Idealism: Isaac Newton, Albert Einstein and the Nature of
Scientific Revolutions’, Giacamo Rinaldi gave us ‘A Few Critical Remarks
on R.G. Collingwood's Philosophy of Art’, Peter Strong on ‘Dealing with
the Visual', Colin Tyler explored *“All history is the history of thought”:
Competing British idealist historiographies’, and James R. M. Wakefield
presented on ‘A Metaphysician in Bentham'’s House: Reading William
Hazlitt as an idealist".
The range of topics reflected British idealism’s continuing relevance

to numerous areas of political studies, and highlighted many of the
interconnections which the British idealists established between politics,
ethics, aesthetics, scientific rationality, and various areas of both historical
and contemporary public policy. The British idealism group continues to
flourish and always welcomes new members who are interested in the
movement, its history as well as its contemporary significance.

The 2018 British Idealism Specialist Group Annual Conference

The group is convened by

. Aurelien Mondon (University of

: group aims to create a much-

. to share, promote and discuss

. tothe group is an emphasis

NEW SPECIALIST
GROUP ON RACE,
MIGRATION AND

INTERSECTIONALITY

: By Neema Begum (University of Manchester)

019 will see the launch
. of a new PSA Specialist

group on Race, Migration
and Intersectionality (RMI).

Neema Begum (University of
Manchester), Nicole Martin
(University of Manchester) and
Bath). From long-term population Au,e,ienMﬁjtn'r
changes to seismic political
events like Brexit and volatile
elections, ethnicity, identity,
immigration and race are at the
heart of political change across
many diverse democracies.

The PSA Race, Migration
and Intersectionality specialist

needed space for PSA members \\
Nicole Martin
research related to race, racism,
ethnicity, ethnic minority political
participation and representation,
but also issues of identity,
immigration and belonging. Key

on intersectionality, and the
interaction of race, gender and
class. As such, we welcome a
broad range of academics and
interdisciplinary research. In
common with the PSA as a whole, we will be a pluralist group in

Neema Begum

terms of methodology and epistemology, providing a forum for the

development and promotion of academic political studies on the topics
of ethnicity, race and intersectionality.

We also aim to provide mentorship and career development in a
collegial environment for students and scholars from backgrounds
currently under-represented in the discipline — in particular, those from
ethnic, racial and religious minorities. We also strive to contribute to

the national, regional and local debates about immigration, integration,

ethnicity, race and intersectionality.
The PSA Race, Migration and Intersectionality specialist group will
officially launch at the Annual PSA Conference 2019 in Nottingham

. with a roundtable on Ethnic Minority Political Participation with

contributions from Professor Anthony Heath (University of Oxford),
Professor Maria Sobolewska (University of Manchester), Eviane Cheng
Leidig (University of Oslo), Areeq Chowdhury (WebRoots Democracy)
and Abena Oppong-Asare (former councillor for Bexley).
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NEWS
FROM GREEK
POLITICS

By Lamprini Rori (University of Exeter)

018 has been an extremely active and productive year for the
Z Greek Politics Specialist Group. A series of new events and

partnerships, a competition award, alongside the regular PSA
meetings and conferences, brought the group to the forefront of
academic community activity.

Symposium at the Scottish Parliament: The Greek and German
Politics Specialist Groups co-organised a symposium at the Scottish
Parliament aiming to explore the dynamics and trade-offs of refugee
policies and politics in Germany, Greece and the United Kingdom —
and the implications of these for Scotland. The event took place on
15 June and was sponsored by Colin Beattie (Member of the Scottish
Parliament) and jointly funded by the Political Studies Association
(Pushing the Boundaries Award) and the ESRC/AHRC as part of their
contribution to the Global Challenges Research Fund (Award Reference:
ES/P005189/1).

GPSG convened and sponsored an intensive four-day
methodological seminar on research in social movements from
17 to 20 September, in collaboration with the University of Exeter,
the University of Sheffield and Panteion University. Distinguished
academics in social movement studies, stemming from political science,
history, political communication, sociology, political psychology, delved
into major approaches and methodological issues. 19 MA students,
Ph.D. candidates and postgraduate researchers followed the seminar,
which ended with a keynote speech by Professor Clare Saunders and a

ONASSIS
FOUNDATION

roundtable on how to get published.

On the 29th of October 2018, GPSG organised a two-panel public
debate entitled “Diaspora and political participation in Greek
political affairs” held at the Onassis Cultural Centre in Athens. The
event was put together by GPSG, in cooperation with the Greek
Diaspora Project at SEESOX, the think tank DiaNEOsis and the Onassis
Foundation and was co-convened by Lamprini Rori, Lecturer at Exeter
University, Press Officer of the GPSG, Othon Anastasakis, SEESOX
Director, Kyriakos Pierrakakis, Director of Research in DiaNEOsis.

The new, considerable emigration wave Greece is facing since the
beginning of the economic crisis in 2010 has not been followed by a
recognition of the rights and capabilities for political participation of
diasporic communities, despite the amplification of their significance
and volume. Bringing together academics, politicians and technocrats
this highly topical event aimed to shed light to different aspects of
the issue of diasporic political participation and bring to the fore the
discussion about the right of Greeks abroad to vote and its potential
consequences.

psa.ac.uk
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By Nicholas Dickinson (University of Exeter)

a speaking event at Portcullis House in the heart of Westminster

on 30th October 2018, followed by a drinks reception. This
yearly event kicks off the new academic year for the Early Career
Network, and is designed to welcome new members of the PSA to the
association and to the world of political studies in the UK.

The speaker this year was Professor Tony Travers, talking about
how the political class in the UK has changed in recent decades.
Tony is a Visiting Professor the LSE Department of Government
and a world-renowned expert in local and regional government,
elections and public service reform. Professor Travers' knowledge
is frequently sought by policy makers and he has advised a range
of select committees and think tanks. He also provides expert
analysis for broadcast and print media, regularly appearing on major
television and radio networks.

This year attendees at the event also contributed their views for
the BBC Radio documentary University Unchallenged. Presented by
Matthew Flinders, professor of politics at Sheffield University and
former president of the PSA, the programme asked whether the
intellectual climate in universities is damagingly constrained by a
lack of "viewpoint diversity".

The talk in Portcullis House was followed by a drinks reception at
the Silver Cross Tavern on Whitehall, where discussions continued and
ECN members celebrated the beginning of the new academic year.

The Early Career Network hosted its yearly welcome evening with

psa.ac.uk
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ECN BRIDGING THE GAP: CAREERS INSIDE
AND OUTSIDE HIGHER EDUCATION

By Nick Dickinson (University of Exeter)

key function of the Early Career Network (ECN) is providing early
career scholars with guidance and information on how to achieve

their goals. Many graduate students are interested in an academic
career, but don't know much about what comes after their PhD or Post-
Doc. Others want to use their research skills outside of academia, but
aren't sure what opportunities are out there.

To help fill this gap, the ECN held a full day workshop on pursuing
careers inside and outside higher education on the 6th of December.
Hosted at the University of Birmingham, the event was designed for both
current PhD students and those in postdoctoral positions or other early
career research and teaching roles.

Attendees heard from three panels throughout the day. The first panel
focused on the journey from PhD to tenure and how to piece together
work until you find a secure position, with great advice from Dr Charlotte
Galpin (University of Birmingham), Dr Niheer Dasandi (University of
Birmingham), Dr Megan Daigle (University of Birmingham), and Dr. Kate
Mattocks (University of East Anglia).

The second addressed career paths outside the higher education sector,
and how to get into them, featuring Dr James Perkins from the British
Library, Dr Sarah Wallin from the Department for Business, Energy &
Industrial Strategy, Dr Rowena Bermingham from the Parliamentary Office
of Science and Technology and Dr Chiara Manzoni from the National
Institute for Economic and Social Research.

The third panel offered advice on what academic recruitment panels
are looking for from senior academics experienced with hiring in their

..........................................................

departments. Attendees heard from Prof Shirin Rai (University of Warwick),
Dr Stuart Wilks-Heeg (University of Liverpool), and Prof Heather Marquette
(University of Birmingham).

Finally, Prof David Howarth — former MP for Cambridge and Fellow of
Clare College, Cambridge — gave a fascinating keynote talk on returning to
academia after politics, and the contrast between working in both fields.

The event also included a networking lunch at which attendees were
able to talk to speakers more informally, as well as a social event following
the workshop at the University of Birmingham'’s Bratby Bar.

Upcoming ECN event: Demystifying and navigating
early career academia

Building on the success of the last two years' events, the PSA's Early
Career Network (ECN) is delighted to announce its third annual
Demystifying event, which will take place on Tuesday 5th March 2019
at the University of Manchester.

Early on, future career paths and internal processes in academia can
often be opaque and confusing. As such, Demystifying will open the lid
on topics ranging from the academic interview process to deciphering
REF. Central to all sessions will be an attention to issues of equality and
diversity and how to make academia more inclusive.

Funds will be available to cover travel for Early Career Academics and
PhDs who are PSA members. Please email ecn@psa.ac.uk to request a
form.

More details about this event can found at www.psa.ac.uk.
Registration is via Eventbrite.

..........................................................

SPORT & POLITICS ANNUAL CONFERENCE:
‘SPORT AND THE POLITICS OF IDENTITY’

By Danyel Reiche (University of Beirut)

e invite you to join us for the 13th Annual Conference of
Wthe PSA’s Sport and Politics specialist group, to be hosted

by Aston University's School of Languages and Social
Science. The theme of this year's conference is ‘Sport and the Politics of
Identity’. We are delighted to announce that Professor Ellis Cashmore
has agreed to deliver the keynote talk. Much of Professor Cashmore's
work has explored the intersection between the dynamics of identity
(especially race and gender), media and sport.

The date of the conference — Friday 29th March — coincides with the
day the UK is set to leave the European Union. We would especially
welcome papers that explore the potential impact of Brexit on sport
and its role in the wider politics of identity in the UK and Europe.
However, the conference is not restricted to either Brexit nor UK sport-
politics. Submissions that deal with all aspects of sport, politics and
identity, from all relevant disciplines, are welcome.

The conference will also include, for the first time, a roundtable on
teaching and learning in the area of sport and politics. The aim is to provide
a forum to discuss and share approaches to sport and politics as a taught
discipline. We would welcome short papers, case studies, and evaluation

reports that address some of the different opportunities and challenges
of teaching this interdisciplinary subject area, in terms of student
engagement, curriculum design, assessment methods, and so forth.

The conference will start on Friday 29th at 10am and end at 6pm. For
the evening before the conference (Thursday, March 28), we are inviting
participants to an informal get-together at The Barton Arms in Aston
(meeting at 7.30 pm). Accommodation can be booked on campus at
Conference Aston Hotel (for approximately £90-120 bed and breakfast,
including complimentary use of the gym and Birmingham'’s oldest
swimming pool) or at a range of hotels in nearby Birmingham city centre.

Registration Fees:
PSA Members: £50
Non-Members: £60
Postgraduate students: £25

Paper titles and abstracts (250 words max.) should be sent to
Dr Danny Fitzpatrick by February 15 2019 at the following email
address: d.fitzpatrick3@aston.ac.uk

psa.ac.uk
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EARLY CAREER
NETWORK

Demystifying and Navigating Early Career Academia

5 MARCH 2019, UNIVERSITY OF MANCHESTER

Early on, future career paths and internal processes in academia can
often be opaque and confusing. As such, Demystifying will open

the lid on topics ranging from the academic interview process to
deciphering REF. Central to all sessions will be an attention to issues
of equality and diversity and how to make academia more inclusive.

. Political Studies
" Association

Brexit, Young People and Politics

18 MARCH 2019, BRITISH LIBRARY

The first of this year’s PSA-British Library series, a panel considers
what kind of country will be inherited by today’s younger generation.
More information on page 10.

¢ Political Studies Association
¢ Political Violence

and Terrorism
Pop Culture and Terrorism: Constructing and Representing
Terrorism through Fiction, Film and Videogames
28 MARCH 2019, LONDON
Political Violence & Terrorism’s annual conference which this year
will explore aspects of the relationship between pop culture and
terrorism. Deadline for abstracts is 26 February 2019.

: Political Studies Assoclation
: Sport and Politics

Sport and Politics of Identity

29 MARCH 2019, UNIVERSITY OF BIRMINGHAM

The Sport and Politics specialist group’s annual conference with
keynote lecture by Professor Ellis Cashmore. The conference will also
include, for the first time, a roundtable on teaching and learning in
the area of sport and politics. More info on page 23

:. Political Studies
Association

PSA Annual Undergraduate Conference 2019

9 APRIL 2019, NOTTINGHAM TRENT UNIVERSITY

The annual PSA undergraduate conference provides a space for
politics students, from the UK and abroad, and those in related
subjects who are studying for undergraduate degrees to come
together and share their research whilst exploring the theme '(UN)
Sustainable Politics in a Changing World'. Call for papers closes on 10
March 2019. More info on page 10.

¢ Political Studies Association

i Populism

Third Annual Populism Workshop: Populism, Liberalism,
Democracy

12-13 APRIL 2019, LOUGHBOROUGH UNIVERSITY

The annual workshop for the Populism specialist group, featuring
keynotes by Ruth Wodak, Emerita Professor of Discourse Studies
(Lancaster University) and Michael Freeden, Emeritus Professor of
Politics (University of Oxford). Deadline for abstracts has now closed.

PSANEWS
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Political Studies

PSA Annual International Conference 2019

15- 17 APRIL 2019, NOTTINGHAM TRENT UNIVERSITY

The 69th PSA Annual International Conference is an opportunity

to present the latest scholarship from across the disciplinary and
methodological traditions whilst also exploring the 2019 theme, ‘(Un)
Sustainable Politics in a Changing World'. Watch www.psa.ac.uk for
updates on our jam-packed conference programme for this massive
three-day event.

: Polivical Studiss Ass pho
! Participatory and
Deliberative Democracy
Democracy, the Digital and Public Sphere
25 APRIL 2019, UNIVERSITY OF WESTMINSTER
This one-day conference will encourage a theoretically diverse and
interdisciplinary conversation on the impact an increasingly digitally
mediated public sphere has on contemporary democracy.

! Political Studies Associatior

Interpretive Political Science Winter School

20-22 MAY 2019, UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHAMPTON

A course for students in the social sciences, especially in political
science, public policy and public administration, who decide to
undertake qualitative or interpretive research feel they are unqualified
to do so. The course will equip students with a toolkit that will enable
them to both conceptualise and execute an interpretive project.

: Political Studies Association
: Irish Politics

The First Decade of ‘The Troubles’: What we now know,

and what we don't know, about the role of security and
intelligence

12-14 JUNE 2019, UNIVERSITY OF SALFORD

This three-day symposium will bring together academics, former
practitioners, civil rights groups and members of the public to reflect
on what we now know, and what we don’t know, about ‘the troubles’
in Northern Ireland.

: Political Studies Association
i Conservatives and

Conservatism
Annual Conservatism Studies Specialist Group Workshop
13-14 JUNE 2019, UNIVERSITY OF HULL
The Conservatism Studies specialist group’s workshop offers the
chance to present work in progress in an informal environment, and
to receive more detailed feedback than the traditional conference
format normally allows. There will be keynote addresses from the PSA
Chair, Angela Wilson, and Lord Norton and a workshop dinner, with
plenty of opportunity for networking. More info on page 19.

: Political Studies Association

: Italian Politics

The Crisis European Social Democracy: Causes and
Consequences in an Age of Political Uncertainty

14-15 JUNE 2019, ITALY

A conference by Italian Politics. The aim of this conference is to shed
light not only on the circumstances that have contributed to the
crisis of social-democratic parties over the last ten years but also on
the impact that such crisis has on democratic processes and public
policy.

é Political Studbes Assocation

i Teaching and Learning

International Teaching and Learning Conference 2019
17-19 JUNE 2019, BRIGHTON

The first ever joint PSA, ECPR, APSA and BISA Teaching and Learning

Conference. The theme of this conference is Teaching Politics in an
Era of Populism. The deadline to register is Monday 10 June 2019.

Political Studies

Launch of PSA Teaching and Learning Network

JUNE 2019, BRIGHTON

The newly established Teaching and Learning Network will be hosting
their official launch at the International Teaching and Learning
Conference. Details about the launch event will be made available

on the Teaching and Learning Network’s page and the PSA events
calendar at www.psa.ac.uk.

psa.ac.uk
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What is Plan S?

According to the cOAlition S website:

“Plan S is an initiative for Open Access publishing that was launched
in September 2018.The plan is supported by cOAlition S, an
international consortium of research funders. Plan S requires that,
from 2020, scientific publications that result from research funded by
public grants must be published in compliant Open Access journals or
platforms.”

Launched by Science Europe in September 2018, this consortium
plans to require researchers whose work benefits from state funds
to publish all related research in open repositories or Open Access
journals — by 2020.

At present, many European countries support Plan S — including
whole-hearted support from the UK with David Sweeney of Research
England as a joint leader of the cOAlition S. Germany and others
around the globe have expressed reservations but the push for Open
Access has become a global movement and is picking up steam.
Where some express concerns about academic freedom, others see
the potential for large savings in university libraries. For example,
strapped for cash, state-funded universities in the US appear to see
Plan S as an opportunity for financial savings.

You can read more about the details of Plan S here:
https://www.coalition-s.org

https://www.scienceeurope.org/making-open-access-a-reality-
by-2020/

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/commissioners/2014-2019/
moedas/announcements/plan-s-and-coalition-s-accelerating-
transition-full-and-immediate-open-access-scientific_en

Information about the global plans for, and reaction to Plan S:
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-018-06936-7

https://physicstoday.scitation.org/do/10.1063/PT.6.2.20181011a/full/

https://openscience.com/the-scientific-community-supports-funders-
mandating-open-access-adds-balance-to-the-discussion-of-the-
plan-s/

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-018-07632-2

UKRI OA Review:
https://www.ukri.org/funding/information-for-award-holders/open-
access/open-access-review/

What is the potential impact?
The motivation behind Plan S is that if the public, or possibly a

charitable foundation, funds research, the same public should have
free access to read the research outcomes. It is a laudable idea.
Undeniably, it is one that could turn the academic publishing industry
on its head. Instead of publishers relying on subscriptions, particularly
from large university library consortia, from 2020 Plan S would mean
that publishing income would come primarily from Article Processing
Charges (APCs). The publishing industry is fighting this — based
mostly on the timescale of change rather than opposition to the idea
itself. They argue that it would be impossible to shift the financial
model of an entire industry in such a short timeframe.

Some universities, especially those reliant on state funds, welcome
this shift as it would mean an end to journal subscriptions and a
dramatic surplus in university funding for library resources. Some
universities may use this surplus to support researchers who do not
have grants to pay for APCs. However, some universities may choose
to redeploy any surplus to other budget lines or to fund the APCs of
only researchers who meet university established criteria.

In the UK, most journals are now “hybrid” journals and can offer
any article to be OA for a charge. These charges are normally paid by
the research funding body, e.g. ESRC, AHRC. The more conservative
interpretation of the plan would continue this option with a
transition period for journals to become fully OA and the market
to adjust. From the APE (Academic Publishing Europe) conference
in Berlin, it appears there may be some fluidity in interpreting the
principles of Plan S, but details remain to be seen.

The more radical plans advocate defining “state-sponsored
research” as any research funded by the state — including any
research conducted by a university staff member not in a private
institution — i.e. most UK university academics. This would mean that
all research from a UK state institution would be required to publish
work as Open Access (and pay APCs). In addition, cOAlition S appear
to interpret OA as an Open Access journal where the whole journal
is by definition OA — not a hybrid journal. So, in the UK, the most
radical interpretation could be that all university staff who publish
research would be required to publish in OA journals and to find APCs
to support this.

On from APE conference in Berlin:
https://forbetterscience.com/2019/01/15/plan-s-in-chaos-at-berlin-

ape-conference/

https://forbetterscience.com/2018/09/11/response-to-plan-s-from-
academic-researchers-unethical-too-risky/

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-018-06178-7

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/cn/news/plan-s-three-year-
transition-period-hybrid-journals

What is the potential impact on the Social Sciences?
Given that STEM disciplines are generally more reliant on grant-
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funded research, it is assumed that STEM subjects will be less
affected by these changes than Social Science. The impact on
Social Science researchers will be particularly dramatic if “state
funded” is interpreted as “salaries” of staff at state institutions,
or if publishing in hybrid journals is unacceptable. It may be that
some universities choose to deploy any subscription savings to
support research that will lead to further grant income which
would be likely to favour STEM. Those within Social Sciences
who conduct quantitative research and perhaps receive more
grant funding may be less affected, at least with regards to their
grant-funded research. Those who do not hold grant funding face
a serious challenge as they try to locate APCs to publish their
research.

To be clear, this model will have an impact on all researchers.
But those who work largely without grant funding — for example,
theorists, small-n qualitative researchers, comparative policy
analysts, and those working on topics at the margins of the
discipline who struggle to gain limited mainstream funding — will
find it increasingly difficult, or costly, to have research published.

What is the potential impact on the PSA?

As you may be aware, about 60-70% of the PSA’s income is
dependent on our journal publications. The AcSS estimates that
280 of 600 UK learned societies publish academic journals

with a total revenue of £1.2billion of which £320M (25%) is

from publishing. Undoubtedly, as publishers adapt to a different
financial model, they will pass on some of the implications of that
to the learned societies who own journals.

The PSA has been alive to the shift to OA for some time and
the potential financial impact. The SLT and Executive Committee
have given priority to an investment and diversification of income
strategy and evidence thus far has shown us to be forward thinking
on this point compared to other UK learned societies. Our growth
and income targets are clear and we believe we are prepared for
this somewhat uncertain future.

If our journals adapt to this new world, we will continue to offer
high quality peer-reviewed outlets for academic research. We are
working closely with SAGE and our journal editors to prepare for
any implications of Plan S and to be a first-adopter and industry
leader in order to maintain our position as publishers of premiere
journals for politics. Our current publishing contract with SAGE
guarantees current levels of income for a few more years. Over
the next year, we will be taking steps to ensure we enter into the
best possible contract beyond that. The market will continue to
demand high-quality peer reviewed journals and, in that context,
those with a quality mark of a learned society should be relatively
secure.

What all of this means for PSA members in HE whose careers
rely on REF-able publications remains unclear. The most radical
interpretation of Plan S, combined with the REF, could have far
reaching consequences for all those in the profession.

Importantly, the cOAlition S group and UKRI are currently
considering the impact on learned societies and the potential
loss of the wider scholarly and public benefits that accrue from
learned society funded activities such as support for early career
researchers and public engagement. UKRI has indicated that it
wishes to look at how that can be mitigated with, for example,
alternative funding. While we would welcome alternative funding,
if current income streams are reduced, there is a risk that such
arrangements could establish a competitive tendering model much
like that of the voluntary sector service provision. Competition
between learned societies could threaten smaller societies or less
mainstream groups and force us all to chase funding based on
government priorities thus undermining our current autonomy and,
potentially, academic freedom.

The PSA is working closely with fellow societies through
the Academy of Social Sciences, lobbying UKRI and reaching
out to policy makers to raise concerns about these potential
consequences. We encourage you to do the same.

What can you do?

As a charity we cannot advocate in a partisan manner. However,
we can shout from the rooftops when changes are going to have
significant detrimental impact on our profession as a whole. We
encourage you to read more about Plan S, armed with facts, and
to raise these concerns with your university, your colleagues, your
publishers, your MPs, UKRI and others.

We applaud the motivation to make our research more
accessible to the public. We would welcome the requirement to
offer publically available executive summaries of our research
findings, for example. We worry that with all eyes on Brexit, Plan S
is not getting the attention, analysis, and scrutiny that it needs. We
encourage you to be aware of this potential for change, and some
of the worrying outcomes it will have for our profession. We also
encourage you to turn that awareness and knowledge into action.

The PSA will be submitting a PSA response to the current
cOAlition S consultation in early February. We encourage you to
share your own feedback on Plan S:
https://surveys.scienceeurope.org/index.php/746597?lang=en

David Sweeney is on twitter: @dsweeneyUK
Research England: info@re.ukri.org

PSA Senior Leadership Team
Angelia Wilson

Feargal Cochrane

Yvonne Galligan

Paul Tobin

Claire Dunlop

Phil Sooben

psa.ac.uk
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NORFACE CALL
FOR PROPOSALS:
DEMOCRATIC
GOVERNANCE
IN ATURBULENT
AGE

he NORFACE Network is launching its sixth joint
transnational research programme with the topic Democratic

Governance in a Turbulent Age. Researchers from the
social sciences are invited to apply for funding on behalf of an
international consortium, comprised of researchers from three or
more of the countries participating in this call for proposals.

Democratic politics and governance in Europe are facing turbulent :

..........................................................

times. With this programme, NORFACE offers a timely investigation
of the precise nature of the turbulence, but also of how European
states can negotiate this turbulence and develop strategies to
enhance the quality of democratic politics and governance.

This programme has three major objectives:

+  To develop innovative and excellent research proposals
addressing important challenges to democratic governance and
politics;

+  To produce added value through the development of European
cross-national research collaborations exploring the impacts of
variations in social, economic, cultural and political contexts on
changes in how democracies work;

+  To identify promising forms of policy innovation and
institutional design and explore the conditions for their
application in different jurisdictions.

The participation of the UK in this NORFACE call is not affected

by the current negotiations related to the UK's exit from the EU.

Irrespective of the outcome of that process, UKRI-ESRC will remain

a full member of the NORFACE platform and UK researchers will

remain eligible to participate in and receive funding from the

NORFACE Governance call.

The NORFACE Governance Call for Proposals, and further
instructions on how to submit a proposal, is available on

the NORFACE website: https://www.norface.net/program/

democratic-governance-in-a-turbulent-age/. The deadline for

Outline Proposals is 14:00 CET (Central European Time) on

19 February 2019.

NORFACE

METWORK

. Justin Fisher, Dr Katja Sarmiento- POLITICAL STUDIES

he British Journal of Politics
and International Relations

- year. However, the editorial board is

EDITORIAL TEAM
. APPOINTED

. FOR POLITICAL
STUDIES REVIEW

n early November, a new editorial
| team was appointed by the PSA

and SAGE Publishing to run
Political Studies Review (PSR). The
team, from the Department of Social
and Political Sciences at Brunel
University London, are: Professor R
Mirwaldt, Dr Martin Hansen and Dr
Steve Pickering.

The PSA & SAGE would also like to
thank the outgoing editors for their
management of PSR.

CALL FOR
SPECIAL ISSUES
FROM BJPIR

(BJPIR) is the leading
international UK-based journal in its
subject areas. The BJPIR’s editorial
home is the University of Edinburgh, PI R
rated =23rd amongst universities
globally according to QS World
University Rankings for 2018-19.

BJPIR has always received a large
number of Special Issue proposals each

fiE ARITLAM FETRNAL OF FALITRER
ARG INTEIRNATIONAL RELATHONE

now considering submissions in a ‘gathered field’ for each available
special issue slot, according to a set deadline of 1st March. After that
date (within 4-6 weeks), a proposal will be selected for publication at
the journal’s Board of Consultant Editors to choose a proposal.

The editorial team at BJPIR welcomes proposals in all areas
covered by the journal. However, the dearth of open calls by leading
IR journals for special issues on international relations — and BJPIR’s
high IR ranking — lead the team especially to welcome proposals that
gather together innovative, cutting edge research on IR.

The full criteria and proposal requirements can be found on
www.psa.ac.uk. In case of further questions, please feel free to

get in touch: bjpir@ed.ac.uk.
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PSA STUDENT VIDEO
COMPETITION 2018

By Jamie Roberts, PSA Development Officer for Teaching &
Learning

n October 31st 2018, the PSA was once again excited
O to hold the judging panel for our annual Student Video

Competition at Speaker's House, Westminster. This year's
theme for the video was 'Brexit: What does it mean to you?'.

We welcomed the top four teams from this year's competition
to present their videos to, and answer questions from, our judging
panel: Mr Speaker, Rt. Hon John Bercow MP, PSA Chair Angelia
Wilson, PSA trustee Kate Mattocks, New York Times journalist
Steven Castle, and YouGov Director of UK Political Research
Anthony Wells. Congratulations to every team that made it this far:
Wallace High School, Cobham Hall School, Belfast Academy and
Christleton High School.

Mr Speaker, Rt. Hon John Bercow MP, commented that the quality
of entries gets better every year and that every student should be
proud of what they've achieved; also saying, “no one on the judging
panel, at your age, would have had the technical ability to create
something so unique and insightful".

Our runners-up were from Cobham Hall School. The judges
were particularly impressed with this team's subject knowledge,
particularly when they discovered this was the first year the school
has taught A-Level Politics.

Congratulations to our winners from Wallace High School who
were presented their prize at our Annual Awards dinner at Church
House, Westminster.

Olivia Palmer, Esther Follis and Anna Brown are all Year 12
students studying Politics as one of their three A Levels at the
Wallace High School in Lisburn. Both Anna and Esther wish to read
Law with Social Anthropology at university, whilst Olivia is keen
to pursue a degree in Modern Languages. Furthermore, all three
students are talented sportswomen. Olivia plays for the school’s
hockey and netball teams, Anna represents the school equestrian

team and Esther is a talented rower, having recently won the U18 Wallace High School: Anna Brown, Olivia Palmer,
. . . . Esther Follis and Anthony Wells from YouGov
Irish Indoor International 500m Championships. T
When presented with this year’s task by their politics teachers, ‘“1H
Mr. Neil Armstrong and Miss Alana Frey, the three students it i

responded enthusiastically explaining, “the opportunity for the
youth of Northern Ireland to speak out on significant issues such
as Brexit is rare. By portraying the opinions of an eclectic group of
teenagers and ourselves, we feel we have given a genuine, informed
and relevant insight into an issue that will undoubtedly impact
upon our generation for the foreseeable future.”

Their video drew attention to the lack of representation from
Stormont in the overall process, and focussed on the uncertainty
they face in Northern Ireland with the discussions over a soft/hard
border. With their fantastic use of drone footage the team have
created a captivating video highlighting the differences in regional
priorities in the Brexit negotiations.

Cobham Hall School: Teloni Nkhalamba, Akuboye Dickinson, Tami Soremkum and Nigel
Bushnell with Mr Speaker John Bercow MP

psa.ac.uk PSANEWS
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PSA SCHOOL MEMBERSHIP

The PSA has now launched its new School Membership. All Schools,

from the UK and abroad, are eligible for this membership category.
School membership only costs £25! This allows for ten individual
teachers or staff members, at any one institution, to access a host of
amazing membership benefits.
If you haven't already, make sure you sign up as a School member.
Our School members will have access to a variety of benefits including:

+  Access to our dedicated Teachers' Resources

+  The opportunity to apply for one of our £500 School Grants (see PS‘ smoot
page 32)

+  Full access to the PSA's five journals and SAGE Knowledge (online) ”E”BERS”IP

+  Free subscription to our magazine Political Insight
. A regular School E-Newsletter For more information
A chance for free tickets to our British Library Lecture Series (for Visit psa.ac.uk/psa-schools
you and your students)
+  Eligibility for our prestigious Teaching Awards
- Discounted rates for the PSA Annual Conference and International
Teaching & Learning Conference as well as priority booking for all
PSA School events
If you're a current individual Teacher member we need you to move over
to the new membership category as soon as possible to access all the
benefits available to our School members. Any teacher member who
joined/renewed between 1st May — 5th November will be eligible for a
partial refund once you have purchased your new School Membership. For
more information please contact jamie.roberts@psa.ac.uk
As part of the launch of our new School membership we're giving PSA
members the chance to recommend a friend! Recommend a teacher RECﬂm men d a Friend
friend today and be entered into a £100 prize draw! It’s easy.
Recommend your friend by 28th February (17:00).
For more information visit psa.ac.uk/psa-schools.

JOIN TODAY!
FOR £25 A YEAR

....................................................................................................................

THE UK'S CHANGING DEMOCRACY:
THE 2018 DEMOCRATIC AUDIT

By Jamie Roberts, PSA Development Officer for Teaching & Learning

Democratic Audit, a fully open access, in-depth assessment of all aspects of the UK’s democracy. At

a time when the UK'’s core institutions are struggling to implement the 2016 Brexit vote, the panel
discusses the book’s core findings — that the institutions at the centre of the UK's political system are
facing unprecedented democratic decline — and what the prospects for democratic reform are.

| n November 2018, LSE Press published its first book, The UK’s Changing Democracy: the 2018

The Political Studies Association is committed to supporting schools and A-level students especially with
teaching and learning resources. The book's objectives could not be better aligned with our own strategic
mission — both in terms of engaging the citizens of the UK with the democratic process, and in making

The UK'S CHANGING

cutting-edge research in political science accessible to a wide audience. We are particularly pleased that DEMOCRACY
the range of contributions covers a wide spread of UK universities and individual researchers, reflecting the The 2018 Democratic Audit

diversity of the PSA's membership and the political studies community. ]
We would particularly like to thank Patrick Dunleavy for leading this work and to all those who have
contributed their time to this publication. We hope you enjoy the book and its contribution to furthering
knowledge and understanding of contemporary political engagement.
The book can be accessed via press.lse.ac.uk
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APPLYING TO STUDY POLITICS

By Jamie Roberts, PSA Devleopment Officer for Teaching and Learning

our final ‘Applying to Study Politics’ workshop with Swansea

University for post-16 students interested in or applying to study
a politics related degree at University.

30 students attended the day and heard a sample politics lecture
from Dr Ekaterina Kolpinskaya, a talk from Dr Gerard Clarke (Head
of Department) on the benefits of studying politics and the skills
gained from a social sciences degree, and received a talk from the
Employability Department at the university.

We rely and are thankful for the collaborative efforts of the
departments that put the time and effort to help us organise
these workshops. These workshops not only offer an invaluable
experience to the students involved but give departments the
opportunity to meet and engage with students they might not
otherwise meet.

Here's what Dr Ekaterina Kolpinskaya had to say about her
experience collaborating on our most recent workshop:

| n December, before the Christmas break, the PSA co-hosted

“The ‘Applying to Study Politics at a University’ workshop is an

excellent and much-needed initiative. In region such as South
Wales, in particular, both teachers and students have very limited
understanding and knowledge of what it might be like to study
for a Politics degree — and why do it, in the first place. During the
workshop we managed to shed some light on what a Politics degree
looks like, and how it translates into employment later on — that is in
addition to practical advice on the application process. The PSA-
sponsored lunch was a particularly nice touch, as it allowed us to
interact informally and alleviate some of students’ fear and anxieties
considering that many of them will be the first ones to attend a
University in their families. Overall, it was an excellent day — and we
are very much looking forward to hosting a summer instalment of the
event!”

Over the next month we'll be finalising our workshop programme
for the 2019. If you have any suggestions as to where you'd like
to see a workshop being hosted or your University already runs a
similar programme and you want the PSA to get involved please
feel free to drop me an email at jamie.roberts@psa.ac.uk

psa.ac.uk
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PSA SCHOOL GRANT 2019

he Political Studies Association is proud to support its School
members. As such we want to encourage creative and innovative

ways of engaging with students and teachers.

We've made two grants of £500 available to our School members
to apply for. This money should be used for a events, competitions,
workshops or initiatives led by teachers and students in secondary
education.

Please note that, unfortunately, this grant cannot be used for everyday
school items such as textbooks or other teaching materials.

The upcoming deadline for the PSA School Grant is 1st March (17:00)
for events held May-June. The second round of funding will be available
for events held in August-December, the deadline for applications will be
31st July.

Applications should be original, creative and timely. For more detailed
submission criteria please check out psa.ac.uk/psa-schools/grant.

Recipients of the grant will be expected to write up a short summary or
blog-style article for the PSA.

Need support organising an event? Even if you're not looking for
financial support, please get in contact with us. The PSA is always happy
to freely promote initiatives run by our members!

MEET THE TRUSTEES
Dr Donna Smith

decided to run as a Trustee as | work at what could be called ‘a non-traditional’ university; The Open

I University, which is open to all students whatever their qualifications (including none), with most
students studying part time, often while working and/or juggling family responsibilities. | wanted

to see this sort of university, these students, and the staff who teach/research/support students at

‘non-traditional’ institutions more generally, represented within the PSA executive, with the PSA’s

approach and language inclusive (not all academics are ‘lecturers’ for instance or on academic terms

and conditions), with the needs and concerns of such staff understood and met.

My major focus over the last two and half years has been teaching and learning. | am currently working
on the newly created PSA Teaching and Learning Network. The Network is a community of practice for
academics and higher education teachers, where best practice can be recognised, scholarship and research
disseminated, and university teaching supported, and was formed from the old PSA Teaching and Learning
Specialist Group. The aim of the Network is to embed issues of teaching and learning into the PSA’s agenda
more substantially, meeting members’ needs, recognising the fact teaching, learning and the student
experience is becoming ever more important in the face of the TEF.

I'll be at the inaugural PSA International Teaching and Learning Conference in June in Brighton to help
launch the PSA Teaching and Learning Network, and would welcome meeting any members interested in
the Network or teaching and learning more generally. If you would like any further information, please
contact the PSA (info@psa.ac.uk) who will pass on your email to me.
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