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SAY HELLO TO THE NEW

WWW.PSA.AC.UK!

By Sydney Budgeon, Communications and Media Relations Officer

ave you experienced any frustration
H with our current website? If so, you're
not alone. The current version of
www.psa.ac.uk is both clunky and outdated,
suffering far too many glitches for supporting
a membership of nearly two-thousand people
across the world. Through the summer,
we have taken on the task of revamping
the website to meet the demands of our
organisation, and we are very excited to report
that our new website is about to be launched.
Here is a sneak-peek into what our new

WELCOME TO
OUR NEW OFFICE

homepage will look like! The website will
feature a more contemporary and intuitive
design, reducing the number of clicks for our
members and visitors searching for events,
resources, and directories. You can also expect
to experience a mobile-friendlier website with
high-resolution images and sleeker articles and
content. We are excited to announce the new
design will go live early next month!

In later phases, we will also be improving
our website’s search functions, membership
payment options, and website Client Relations

Manager (CRM). The decision to switch to
a new CRM will mean a more integrated
membership system: improving our capacity to
support our members, conference attendees,
and various networks. The new CRM is also key
in supporting our new Schools membership,
which as an institutional membership will
support up to ten teachers per membership
(read more about Schools Membership on
page 24).

In order to rebuild the strongest website for
our members and the public as possible, we
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continued from page 1

have been working with Compucorp, a Shoreditch-based web developer.
The PSA trustees were highly impressed with Compucorp’s previous
experience developing websites for membership associations, such as
the National Education Union’s section for Association of Lecturers
and Teachers and the Arts Society, and non-profits, such as Open
Democracy and Wikimedia. We are very excited to work with Compucorp
on improving our website which is so intrinsically important to our
organisational core value of developing and promoting the study of
politics across the UK and across the world.

We want to thank everyone who participated in our website survey
last year and contributed their thoughts on how we could improve our
website — they have been key to our redevelopment strategy.

..........................................................

HAPPY

NEW YEAR!

love this time of year — Happy (academic) New Year! The autumn
is always a time of fresh-faced, eager students, rested colleagues

and the promise of new opportunities to teach, learn and, time-
permitting, research!

As an American, the leaves turning colours triggers a desire for
pumpkin pie and the expectation of Thanksgiving. As a British mom,
it brings back memories of quaint, but often hilarious, Harvest
Festivals with kids offering up battered tins of baked beans to save
the planet from hunger.

This season, with or without the religious undertones, compels
me to think reflectively and to be thankful for all the lovely
things that | now enjoy. Growing up in poverty in rural Texas
and transitioning to this place of middle class (strangely British)
privilege has been a fantastic journey. One in which | was helped
along by a community of those willing to give of their time
and money to, in contemporary euphemistic language, widen
participation.

The PSA has had a busy summer: moving into our new offices,
restructuring the website, planning the Awards Dinner and the
Annual Conference, running events for teachers, conferences for
academics, and the huge range of services for our members. It has
been busy, productive and rewarding. In lots of ways, we are in a
good place!

With those accomplishments in mind, and in this reflective
season, | want us to think carefully about the future: How we
can be more engaged citizens? How can we better educate our
communities about political engagement? How can we reinvigorate
the profession for the future? The PSA Trustees are looking at
various opportunities to expand our member benefits to reach out
to potential members and to the wider public — many of which you
will find in the pages here.

One project close to my heart is the chance to open our
professional doors to a broader range of voices. It will not shock
you, when | state that our profession is overwhelmingly white
and middle class. According to our recent membership survey,
approximately 86% of PSA members identify as ‘white’.

While we are integrating all these new changes to the back-end of
our website, members may experience glitches with accessing content
or logging in. We encourage all members to report any issues to
membership@psa.ac.uk or info@psa.ac.uk, and we will attempt to resolve
them as soon as possible.

As the start of term has begun and many academic members take
on new posts at new universities, we would like to remind everyone to
please update your details with your current email addresses and postal
addresses.

We are very excited about the opportunities our new website will
bring us as an organisation and for each of our members. We will keep
our members updated on new tools and features of our website as they
become available through our members e-newsletter.

..........................................................

As politics academics, we are all familiar with various socio-
economic structural impediments. For example, A-Level politics is
often only taught at middle class schools and those are often in
white neighborhoods. School kids from diverse backgrounds may
have an interest in studying politics at an undergraduate level
but few apply to university and fewer show up in our classes. The
longer-term outcome is that even fewer become our colleagues.

In the coming weeks, the PSA will be discussing how we can
establish a PhD scholarship fund with the primary focus on
widening the range of voices in the profession. That is a step in the
right direction.

But that won't be sufficient to challenge those structural barriers.
Alongside this, the PSA has changed its membership offer so
that schools across the UK can join the PSA, to help us grow our
outreach programme to a wider group of teachers and students.

We will need your help. If are able to work with a local school
teacher, give a guest lecture, or assist the PSA to produce resources
to widen interest it politics among young people, please be in
touch.

For those of us now experiencing the privileges of academic life
and wanting to show our appreciation to those who assisted us
along the way, | challenge you to think about a gift to the PSA PhD
Scholarship Fund. | am thankful every day to those who helped me
climb the professional ladder. And now it's my turn to show that
appreciation by helping others whose voices need to be heard in
political studies.

Thankfulness. A good start to the new academic year!

psa.ac.uk
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WELCOME
TO OUR NEW
OFFICE

n the last issue of PSA News, we announced the purchase of
I our new office in Camden. We took up residence at the end of

July and are now fully settled in. Together with fit-out company
Superior Interiors, we have designed the office with the objective of
giving more space to the staff and hosting our own meeting rooms,
enabling us to save costs by not going off site. Additionally, we can
now offer our meeting facilities to members and others. We have two
meeting rooms, one offering space for up to 12 people and the other
for up to 10, which can be turned into one bigger room for meetings
up to 25. Our office offers visitor wi-fi and a TV screen in the larger
meeting room for skype, PowerPoint etc. We also provide a water
cooler in both rooms and access to tea and coffee making facilities.

Watch your inbox for our announcement when meeting rooms
will officially be available to rent and how PSA members and non-
members can reserve them for their London meetings. There will be
a preferential rate for PSA members and also lower rates for charities
and other learned societies. We hope that these facilities will be
widely used thus bringing in additional revenue for the PSA which
can used to help us improve our member services and achieve our
strategic objectives.

In the meantime, we encourage all of our members to drop by! If

you're in need of wi-fi, a comfy place to sit, a desk and a cup of tea,
please drop in between 9.30 to 5.30 at the Elizabeth Meehan Suite,
Pratt Mews, London.

UPDATE FROM THE CEO

uch has happened since July and more is planned for the next
M few months as you can see from this edition including the

opening of our new office, the development of the website
and much else so | won't repeat them here. However, there are two
things 1'd like to highlight:

I’'m committed to us developing initiatives to increase the
engagement of political scientists with policy makers. That includes
both legislators and officials in all jurisdictions. | mentioned in the
last edition our collaboration with the Cabinet Office to allow PSA
members to present and discuss their work with senior civil servants
and we are just confirming the first two of these events. We are also
participating in a workshop in Parliament next month to look at
the impact of the parliamentary fellowships supported by the PSA,
POST and others over the last few years and to think about how this
model could be continued and extended. This will include schemes to
allow PhD students and early career researchers to work in a policy
environment and | am pleased to report that we have just agreed to
support two PhD students (who also have to be PSA members) in the
next round of the placement scheme which we run in partnership with
the Scrutiny Unit. | am keen for us to extend these collaborations and

try to take them beyond Westminster/Whitehall and if members have
any ideas/proposals here I'd be delighted to hear from you.

I've also started a series of relatively informal visits to departments
to learn more about the challenges that colleagues face both as
individuals and at the institutional level; to listen to what our
members would like us to do more (or less) of; and to make sure that
everyone, particularly those who are not yet members, are aware
of all the exciting things that the PSA is doing at the moment and
the benefits of becoming a member. These meetings normally last
for a couple of hours and involve
both senior colleagues such as the
head of department and director
of research but also, where this
can be arranged, more junior staff
and PhD students as | am keen to
discuss how we can best support
our members at all stages of their
career. If you would like to arrange
such a visit please just drop me an
email.

PSANEWS

psa.ac.uk
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INTERNATIONAL
TEACHING

AND LEARNING
CONFERENCE
2019

he Political Studies Association is proud to announce the
Tinaugural International Teaching and Learning Conference - a

collaborative effort between the PSA, American Political Science
Association (APSA), European Consortium for Political Research
(ECPOR) and British International Studies Association (BISA).

The conference will be taking place Monday 17 June to Wednesday
19 June 2019, at the Jury’s Inn Waterfront Hotel, in Brighton.

The aim of this conference is to establish a forum in which political
science educators from different countries and contexts can come
together to explore these challenges and share their experiences and
teaching practices. We welcome contributions which explore the
challenges faced in national, international, or comparative contexts.
We also welcome different approaches to understanding populism
and the challenges that it may present to political science educators
in different environments.

The theme of this conference is ‘Teaching Politics in an Era of
Populism’.We are accepting proposals in the form of papers, panels,
short-talks, roundtable discussions and open stream. The deadline for
submissions is midnight Monday 5 November.

The rise of populism across North America and Europe in recent
decades presents a range of challenges to the teaching of political

..........................................................

POLITICS IN AN
ERA OF
POPULISM

17-19 June 2019
Brighton

science and international relations in universities and colleges. At one
level, our curriculum must develop to cover new forms of political
activity, the rise of new parties and movements, and new forms of
political and government behaviour. But the challenges go beyond
simply the content of what we teach. In a political culture in which
expertise and established standards of evidence are devalued, political
science educators can find themselves portrayed as mere peddlers of
opinion and ideology.

Early Bird Registration for the conference will be open from 5
November 2018. We are excited to collaborate with APSA and BISA;
ECPR will also be supporting the event. Member rates are available for
any member of these organisations. “We are excited to collaborate
with APSA, ECPR and BISA.”

If you have any questions regarding the conference, please email
psateach@psa.ac.uk

We look forward to welcoming you in Brighton!

By the Organising Committee: Professor John Craig (PSA), Dr Stuart
Wilks-Heeg (PSA), Jamie Roberts (PSA), Professor Nick Robinson
(BISA), Dr Amanda Rosen (APSA), Dr Tanya Schwartz (APSA) and
Professor Oddbjern Knutsen (ECPR)

..........................................................

HAVE YOU GOT A BIG IDEA
WORTH BROADCASTING?

Apply today for Total Exposure!

broadcasters and political scientists together to create TV and
radio programmes that showcase the discipline and underline
exactly why the study of politics matters.
PSA members, as individuals or in groups up to four, can submit
a short written 'pitch’ for a new programme for TV or radio that
showcases a great idea related to their research, politics, or political
studies.
Ten submissions will be selected by a panel of commissioners from the
broadcasting industry and the academics behind those pitches will be
invited to pitch in person to a panel of media producers, commissioners

Total Exposure is a PSA initiative designed to bring international

and executives at our Pitching Day in London in January 2019.

Successful applicants will also be invited to participate in a training
day given by Professor Cathy Gormley-Heenan to learn how to give a
successful pitch and connect with broadcasting commissioners. In 2015,
Cathy Gormley-Heenan achieved success with her Total Exposure pitch
when her idea, ‘A World Made of Walls," aired on the BBC World Service
in April 2017.

Send us your pitches by Wednesday 21 November 2018! Please visit
our website for more information about eligibility and how to submit
your pitch. FAQ's and tips for writing your idea into a successful pitch
can also be found on www.psa.ac.uk.

psa.ac.uk
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(UN)SUSTAINABLE

POLITICS INA
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PSA ANNUAL
INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE 2019

(15-17 April, Nottingham Conference
Centre, Nottingham Trent University)

22nd October @ 23:59. The academic convenors this year, Dr

Marianna Poberezhskaya and Dr Imad El-Anis, are based in the
Department of Politics and International Relations at Nottingham Trent
University. The conference is an opportunity to present cutting-edge

Panel and paper proposals are now being accepted until Monday

research in political science, share good practice and network with
leaders across the discipline.

The conference theme is ‘(Un)Sustainable Politics in a Changing
World': a reflection that, perhaps more than at any time since the end of
the Cold War, the sustainability of current political practices must be (re)
examined. Domestically, recent political controversies related to gender
inequality, sexual or racial abuse, misuse of personal data, and financial
mismanagement, raise critical questions about the durability of political

practices. The continuing impact of Brexit also presents further challenges -

to our polity and geographical borders.

Globally, uncertainty abounds: how has the emergence of populist
movements and authoritarianism affected relationships across Europe
and within the EU? How is U.S. unilateralism under President Trump
affecting international relations and multilateral frameworks? How do
we navigate the potential threats that escalating trade wars and the rise
of economic nationalism across the world bring, and how will personal
freedoms continue to be eroded in the name of combatting terrorism?

We are also faced with an increasingly complex relationship with
the natural world. Climate change mitigation is faltering, depletion of
the ozone has worsened, and we are in the midst of the Anthropocene
Extinction (or sixth era of mass extinction) demonstrated by the most
rapid loss of biodiversity in the planet’s history. Given these stresses
to our well-being and development we must consider whether current
political institutions and practices are sustainable or whether significant
(and perhaps even radical) change in the way we organise ourselves and
relate to other communities is upon us.

Conference proposals are now accepted via Ex Ordo. Submissions, registrations,
panel reviewing and scheduling will now take place on our Ex Ordo website!

Further conference information, including guidance for submissions, and
registration deadlines, can be still found on our website!

NOMINATIONS
OPEN FOR

THE 2018 PSA
ACADEMIC PRIZES

ominations for this year’s PSA Prizes are now open! The
N Academic Prizes celebrate the best academics, books,
articles and scholars of the year and the winners will be
unveiled at the PSA’s Annual Conference Dinner in Nottingham in
April 2019.
A full list of the prizes open for nomination is available below:
Walter Bagehot Prize, for best dissertation in the field of
government and public administration
Sir Ernest Barker Prize, for best dissertation in the field of political
theory
+  Lord Bryce Prize, for best dissertation in the field of comparative
politics
« Arthur McDougall Fund Prize, for best dissertation in the field of
elections, electoral systems and representation
+  Elizabeth Wiskemann Prize, for best dissertation in the field of (in)
equality and social justice
Shirin M. Rai Prize, for best dissertation in the field of international
relations
Joni Lovenduski Prize, for outstanding professional achievement by

a midcareer scholar
Richard Rose Prize, for early career scholar who has made a
distinctive contribution to British politics
Jennie Lee Prize (Main Entrant), for outstanding teaching
Sir Bernard Crick Prize (New Entrant), for outstanding teaching
Innovations in Quantitative Methods Teaching Prize
The Outstanding Teaching of Politics in Schools Prize
Specialist Group of the Year Prize
Politics Society of the Year Prize
Full details of eligibility criteria and the nomination process can be
found on the PSA website. For further information or queries, please
email rosie.inman@psa.ac.uk
We look forward to receiving your nominations!

PSANEWS
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CANADIAN POLITICAL SCIENCE
ASSOCIATION ANNUAL
CONFERENCE CALL FOR PAPERS

FROM PSA MEMBERS

he Annual Canadian Political Science Association Conference
Twill be hosted at the University of British Columbia. The theme
for this year is All Sides of Things: Speaking Truth to People.

The 2019 CPSA Annual Conference is held within the Congress of the
Humanities and Social Sciences (Congress). With the theme Circles of
Conversation, the Congress 2019 in Vancouver will emphasize the deep,
two-way relationships between the university and the communities
it serves: local, provincial, national, and global. The Programme
Committee also welcomes panels and papers that relate to the
Congress's theme.

You can find the official call for CPSA’s website at https://www.cpsa-
acsp.ca. The deadline for submission is on Monday 5 November 2018.

..........................................................

In addition to being eligible for a PSA International Conference Grant,
any PSA member attending the CPSA conference can register at the
CPSA members’ rates.

The CPSA also offers free conference registration to two PSA
graduate student members who are presenting papers at the 2019
CPSA conference. The PSA will select the recipients and provide the
names to the CPSA.To be eligible, PSA student members must first
have an abstract accepted by the CPSA. Once the abstract is accepted,
please forward a letter of request to the PSA by 31 January 2019.

For more questions about how to apply for a PSA International
Conference Grant or about attending CPSA, please email Susy Ajayi
at grants@psa.ac.uk.

..........................................................

PSA DEPARTMENTAL LEADERSHIP
CONFERENCE 2018 & REF BRIEFING

By Avnish Patel, Events and Marketing Manager

at the Institute for Government on 19th September; it was
followed by a Politics and International Studies REF Sub-panel
briefing led by Professor Charlie Jeffery.

The DLC brings together heads and senior leaders within Politics
departments to discuss good practice and developments impacting
upon the discipline. This year’s programme and engaging speakers
reflected the broad range of issues facing the profession. With an

The PSA Departmental Leadership Conference (DLC) took place

increasing awareness of mental health and wellbeing as problems in
universities, Dr Catherine Lichten gave a timely presentation based on
the recent RAND Study, ‘Understanding Mental Health in the Research
Environment’. Professor Jennifer Rubin, Executive Chair of the ESRC,
gave an overview of strategic priorities for UK Research and Innovation
(UKRI) and the ESRC, and how best to engage with the political studies
community. Professor Matthew Flinders, in his capacity as an ESRC
Council member, discussed cultivating research leadership capacity in
the social sciences.

In partnership with BISA, we were delighted that the Politics and
International Studies REF Sub-panel, chaired by Professor Charlie
Jeffery, held a briefing session in the afternoon, which provided an
opportunity to engage with the Sub-panel and discuss the draft
guidance and criteria for REF 2021.

All presentations from the Departmental Leadership Conference,
including a link to the RAND Study, an overview of the REF briefing,
and video clips of the day’s proceedings are available here: https://
www.psa.ac.uk/events/psa-annual-departmental-leadership-
conference-2018.
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JESS PHILLIPS MP CAPTIVATES AUDIENCE
IN CONVERSATION FOR LECTURE SERIES

By Jamie Roberts, Development Officer for Teaching and
Learning, and Rosie Inman, Development Officer for Equality
& Diversity

n 5 September, the PSA had the pleasure to welcome Jess
O Phillips MP to the stage as a speaker for our PSA-British

Library lecture series. The MP for Birmingham and Yardley sat
down with Professor Sarah Childs of Birkbeck, University of London,
for an evening of down-to-earth conversation on the subject of
Women, Class and Power.

The discussion opened with the subject of Jess’s recent book,
“Everywoman: One Woman's Truth About Speaking the Truth”, which
she explained began as a few scribbled pages written in anger, long
before she was approached by any publishers. As someone who writes
best when she's angry, her frustration at unnamed parliamentary
colleagues delegitimising women'’s words, actions and motivations
prompted Jess to put pen to page and eventually landed a book deal.

Discussing Jess's motivation for running for office, first as a local
councillor and then a Member of Parliament, she reflected on the
crucial work of Women'’s Aid, where she spent five years working.
Jess comments that it was “entirely rooted in the reality of people’s
lives that | wanted to go [to parliament]” and, discussing politics at
a Westminster-level, she admitted that it is completely different to
politics at any other level, but stressed that it doesn't have to be this
way.

As a member of the opposition Jess admits that she still struggles
to convince the government to take women'’s issues seriously. Since
becoming an MP and being in the room where it happens, Jess
says they're same meetings, with the same people, fighting for the
same causes; the difference being that, as an MP, people actually
listen to your voice. Calling Parliament “nothing more than a loud
hailer”, Jess underlined the importance of having politicians that
really understand the subjects they are legislating on — academically,
certainly, but first-hand too.

Joking that she has said the same things in Parliament that she
has been saying in the pub for years, Jess emphasised the importance
of normality in politics and how Parliament needs to work harder
to attract normal people. Everyday people talking about everyday
politics in everyday places should translate to those issues being

..........................................................

discussed in Parliament Jess told the audience but she admitted that
this will not happen until the make-up of Parliament becomes more
representative of the people it aims to represent.

The evening wrapped up with a thought-provoking Q&A chaired
by Sarah in which the audience posed their questions on everything
from the future of feminism, to how we challenge women who bring
down other women, and Jess's thoughts on the Labour Party today.
As the evening concluded, everyone in attendance left with plenty of
food for thought, not least one of Jess’s final messages of the night:
“to believe in sorority, you've got to believe that women you don't
like deserve protecting too”.

The PSA would like to thank both Jess Phillips and Sarah Childs for
a wonderful discussion. ‘If you want to catch the discussion in full or
any of our other PSA British Library lectures from this year, then head
to our channel on YouTube.’ #PSABritishLibrary

..........................................................

CALL FORWRITERS FOR THE PSA BLOG

ritten for academic and public audiences alike, the
W PSA Blog breaks down the latest political research,

and provides commentary from both emerging and
established experts. Our blog articles are generally between 600-
1000 words long — the perfect length for the commute to work or
that small little afternoon tea break. Most of our blog articles are
aimed towards a public readership; we encourage our writers to
take the time to break down specialist jargon into more digestible
concepts. The blog gives our academic membership a chance to
get more public exposure for their research and provide analysis on
politics in the UK and across the world.

The PSA Blog also features articles on our members’ experiences
in academia. Read now all about Anna Sander’s reflections on her
PSA-Parliament PhD internship, and Simon Usherwood’s thoughts on
attending the European Teaching and Learning Conference (you can
also read more about EuroTLC from our trustee, Donna Smith, in this
issue of PSA News on page 15).

If you have an idea for a blog please contact our blog editor, Sydney
Budgeon, at blog@psa.ac.uk or sydney.budgeon@psa.ac.uk.

If you’re not quite ready to submit your own work to the PSA blog,
be sure to catch up on all our latest articles at https://www.psa.
ac.uk/insight-plus/blog.

PSANEWS
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OBITUARIES

OBITUARY:
DAVID COATES

(1946-2018)

By Professor Matthew Watson (University of Warwick) and
Professor Mark Wickham-Jones (University of Bristol)

e are sure that many members of the Political Studies
WAssociation will already be aware of the incredibly sad

news that our fellow member, colleague, friend and all-
round political inspiration David Coates died earlier this summer.
It was always going to take something out of the ordinary to divert
David from his lifelong passion for making the world a better place
and to strike him down. Sadly, the news began to spread that this
had come to pass on August 7th, first in a really moving eulogy
to his dad posted online by David and Eileen’s son, Tom. We are
experiencing a heavy loss in our lives, so it is difficult to imagine
what it is like for David’s family.

For those of us of our generation, David was a formidable presence
as we were taking our opening steps in the academic world. But this
was always the right sort of presence. He was one of life’s optimists,
always being able to look beyond the current political malaise to
prise open opportunities for a reinvigorated progressive politics of the
future. He was always extremely humble about his own contribution
to the profession, always patient with you if you were struggling
to say what you really meant, always wanting to listen to what
other people were arguing, always available as a sounding board for
progressive ideas and as a never-ending source of kindly advice. And
what a diverse contribution David made over the decades (not that
far off fifty years) running from Teachers’ Unions and Interest Group
Politics, published by Cambridge in 1972 to Flawed Capitalism which
came out earlier this year.

It is sometimes difficult for us to recall that it is now nearly 20
years since he made good on his promise to Eileen to move from
the UK to the US once their family commitments made such a
grand adventure possible. This is because he continued to figure
so prominently in our debates, our meetings, our workshops, our
conferences and our professional lives that it was as though he
had never left. We very much hope that his books, his thoughts
and his overall intellectual legacy will continue to create the same
impression in the future that he is still with us, even though sadly
this can now only ever be in spirit and no longer in person.

OBITUARY:

PROFESSOR
LAWRENCE SAEZ

he PSA was saddened to hear of the death of Lawrence
TSéez, former member and trustee of the PSA and

Professor of Political Economy of South Asia at the
SOAS, University of London.

From 2006 to 2009, Lawrence served on the PSA’s
Executive Committee. During and after his term as trustee,
he played a very active role promoting PSA engagement
with other political studies bodies, notably the International
Political Studies Association (IPSA) and the American Political
Studies Association (APSA). Lawrence also served as a group
convenor of the Politics of South Asia specialist group.

After his cancer diagnosis, Lawrence wrote very candidly
about his experience with treatment and coping with his
illness in a series of articles published by the Huffington
Post. From ‘Cancer, | would not recommend it’ to ‘Defeating
Cancer: my unconventional approach,’ Lawrence publicly
detailed his battle with honesty, humour, and unwavering
spirit.

In his last article for Huffington Post published in July,
Lawrence wrote ‘recently, | also started taking kung fu
lessons. My oncologist was absolutely startled when | told
him that | had gone on an intensive kung fu training camp
in Spain. He looked at the nurse and told her that he had
never seen a case like this, particularly given the fact that at
the time | had just finished nine cycles of chemotherapy. |
encouraged them to take up kung fu’.

It was to the awe of many that Lawrence continued to
work throughout his illness, still taking up many leadership
roles at SOAS and within the wider political studies
community. He will be greatly missed by the PSA community.
The PSA offers its condolences to Lawrence’s family, friends,
students and colleagues at SOAS at this difficult time.

A more detailed announcement regarding Lawrence’s
passing may be found on SOAS's website. Lawrence's articles
on his battle with cancer and experience with chemotherapy
can be read on Huffington Post UK online.
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OBITUARIES

OBITUARY:
JACQUI BRIGGS

(1963-2018)

By Dr Rose Gann (Nottingham Trent University), Claire
Randerson (University of Lincoln) and Professor Heather
Savigny (De Montfort University)

Born in Hemsworth, West Yorkshire, Jacqui Briggs first studied
Political Studies at Leeds University. She obtained a PGCE from
Huddersfield followed by a PhD in Politics at the University of York
in 1995. Jacqui's PhD drew on the Miners' Strike as a significant
politicising event, particularly for women, drawing upon her own
personal experience as the daughter of a miner who was out for
the duration of the miners’ strike.

Jacqui's passion for politics and her desire to engage with young
people initially led her to teach politics in further education in
West Yorkshire. She later moved into higher education at Hull,
and then, in 1997, joined the Politics team at the University of
Lincoln. In 2012, Jacqui became Head of the School of Social and
Political Sciences and Professor of Politics in 2017, becoming the
first Chair appointed in Teaching and Learning at the University of
Lincoln. In 2012, Jacqui was also received the prestigious award of
Academician of the Academy of Social Sciences for her contribution
to Politics.

Jacqui’s research interests led her to explore women's
participation in the more formal political arenas of local and
national politics. She was interested in the ways in which women
experienced being politicians, the obstacles they encountered in
their work and how they navigated this political terrain. Always
so passionate about politics herself, she was fascinated about
why others “didn’t give a hoot” and looked for ways to encourage
wider political participation, advocating for compulsory voting and
lowering the voting age. Jacqui published ‘Doing Politics’, a book
which actively sought to draw young people in, encouraging them
to discuss, think, engage and participate as citizens, as well as
students. From 2009-2015, she was also a co-editor of the journal
European Political Science, establishing a Teaching and Training
section as a strong and distinctive element of the journal.

A former student recently said Jacqui “brought the world of
politics to a lecture room and made it light up”. Jacqui was an
inspiration to many of her students — particularly those who were
first generation into Higher Education. Her passion for politics, both
as a discipline and an activity, also led her to undertake numerous
public engagement events. From sitting on the board for the
national Campaign for Social Sciences, to organizing Pop-up Social
Sciences events for the local community, Jacqui consistently strove
to build links between academia and the wider community. Indeed,
one of the last things Jacqui did was give a talk at Lincoln Central
library asking, “is politics still a man’s world?”

Jacqui was a dedicated member of the PSA. From 2002-2014, she
held the position as PSA trustee and was elected as Vice Chair in
20711. Whilst on the PSA Executive, she was pivotal in establishing
important outreach work in Schools — which included workshops
for sixth form students considering studying politics at university
and the Teachers’ Network for politics teachers.

In 2014, Jacqui was invited to be a member of the Quality
Assurance Agency (QAA) Benchmarking Review group that was to

revise and ensure the currency of the benchmarking statement for
Politics and International Relations — an important and significant
document that continues to guide and shape Politics provision
nationally at HE level.

As a Head of School, Jacqui was generous and supportive. She
encouraged colleagues to be ambitious and to use their skills, while
working hard to find opportunities to help fulfill their potential.
Beyond the School, Jacqui was popular and well respected, always
enthusiastic and prepared, always offering insightful contributions
and bringing her own brand of self-deprecating, often mischievous,
humour to situations. She was full of warmth, energy, and kindness.
Jacqui saw politics as being about people above processes and her
passion for understanding the human aspect of politics guided
her academic writing, her leadership, her engagement with the
profession and her approach to her students.

Jacqui died on 3 July 2018 following a short illness and is
survived by her daughter, Imogen, and partner, John.

As testimony to Jacqui's outstanding contributions, the PSA has
donated £1000 to the Parliament Project which supports women’s
political empowerment and increasing the involvement of women
in politics at all levels and was a cause close to Jacqui’s heart.

In addition, it has been agreed to rename the prize awarded
every two years by our 'Politics’ journal for the best article on
teaching and learning as the 'Jacqui Briggs’ prize in her honour.

PSANEWS

psa.ac.uk



DEPARTMENT NEWS

UPDATES FROM THE

SCHOOL OF POLITICS AND
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF KENT

A message from Dr Adrian Pabst, recently appointed Head of School.

will be to integrate our Canterbury site with our campus in Brussels where Kent has had a

I am delighted to take over as the new Head of the School of Politics & IR at Kent. My first priority

presence since 1998. The 20th anniversary of our main European centre is an excellent opportunity

to have a more fully integrated PG offer and also strengthen the School's profile in public policy-
making in Brussels. My second priority will be to enhance the School's role as a civic institution,
connecting education with citizenship as part of academic study and via extra-curricular activities.
As a civic institution and a community of shared learning, the School endeavours to promote a sense
of civic responsibility in our students.

What Does ‘Peace’ Mean to You?

"Two of the School’s Research Centres, the Conflict Analysis Research Centre (CARC) and the Centre
for Critical Thought, (CCT) ran a photographic exhibition to mark International Peace Day on 21
September. The exhibition, ‘What Does Peace Mean To You?’ was directed by Dr Nadine Ansorg and
was based on research she carried out in Northern Uganda in 2017. The aim of the exhibition was to
look at the intersection of politics and art in the context of political violence. One of the themes of
the exhibition was to demonstrate that people in violent conflicts have agency, live lives not unlike
our own, and are not just ‘helpless victims' to be saved by the West. The photographs were taken by
local people and demonstrate that ‘peace’ is a contextual rather than static concept with multi-

layered meanings.

LAUNCH OF NEW CLASSICS AND POLITICS
NETWORK AT UNIVERSITY OF LIVERPOOL

By Dr Andrew Crines

e are delighted to announce the launch of the ‘Network
Wfor the Interface of Classics and Politics’ based at the

University of Liverpool. The aim of the Network is to
bring together academics from across both disciplines and beyond
who share an interest in better understanding how classical
antiquity and responses to it informs our understanding of the
communication of contemporary politics. The Network places
greatest emphasis upon the means of political communication and
how that can inform the evolution of political ideologies, leadership,
and the potential impact upon the democratic process.

The Network is led by Dr Andrew S. Crines, Professor Bruce Gibson,
and Dr David Jeffery. Each of the co-directors have established
distinctive research profiles covering a range of areas such as classical
political discourse, oratory/rhetoric within contemporary British
politics, local, national, and international government, and also
quantitative research methods.

The inaugural lecture from the Network was given on 26 October by

Lord Philip Norton where he evaluated this relationship by exploring
how classic communicative strategies continue to inform the dialogue
between politicians and the voters. Ultimately, such a dialogue affects
patterns of political behaviour and levels of democratic engagement.
The inaugural lecture represents the first of many planned events that
are intended to highlight the political and intellectual significance of
classics and politics.

The Network is keen for established and early career scholars
from institutions in the UK and abroad to be actively involved in this
new research enterprise with a view to creating a vibrant research
environment that brings together mutually beneficial collaborations
and interests. Those ambitions are informed by a plan to grow the
Network by establishing a seminar series, a one-day workshop that
will feed into publication(s), collaborative funding bids by members
of the Network, and also an annual conference. The Network invites
expressions of interest in becoming a member by contacting either Prof
Gibson, Dr Jeffery, or Dr Crines.
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RECENT SUCCESS AND GROWTH AT
UNIVERSITY OF MANCHESTER POLITICS

By Martin Coward

months. The number of staff has increased to 65, making it one of

the largest Politics departments in the UK. Recent appointments
include Professor Jenny Edkins (previously at Aberystwyth University),
Professor Peter Gries (previously at University of Oklahoma), Jess Gifkins

Politics at The University of Manchester has grown in the past 12

(previously at Leeds Becket University), Jonathan Gilmore (previously
at Kingston University), Louise Thompson (previously at University of
Surrey), Nicole Martin, Rosalind Shorrocks, and Chris Prosser.

Politics at Manchester covers the breadth of political and
international relations, with research divided into five research
clusters: Comparative Public Policy and Institutions; Critical Global
Politics; Democracy and Elections; Global Political Economy; and the
Manchester Centre for Political Theory. In addition, five world-leading

centres of research excellence are affiliated with Politics at Manchester:

the British Election Study; The Humanitarian and Conflict Response
Institute; The Cathie Marsh Institute for Social Research; and the
Sustainable Consumption Institute. This year saw the establishment of
the Manchester China Institute (MCI) with a £5m endowment from Dr
Lee Kai Hung. According to the Centre's Director, Professor Peter Gries,
MCI's vision is 'to create a truly multidisciplinary institute studying
China today, with a focus on globalisation and international affairs. The
Institute's mission will be to better understand China's expanding role
in a rapidly globalising world, and to promote mutual understanding
between the UK and China.’

The cutting-edge quality of research at Manchester Politics is
reflected in recent research grants, awards and honours. Professor
Oliver Richmond has been awarded a major AHRC grant for the

project The art of peace: Interrogating community devised arts based
peacebuilding. Olga Onuch has been awarded an ESRC Open Research
Area grant for the project Protest; Migration; Political Remittances;
Networks; Poland; Ukraine; Morocco; Brazil (with colleagues from
University Paris Saclay and Berlin). Professor Georgina Waylen, Professor
Angelia Wilson and Professor Francesca Gains have been made Fellows
of the Academy of Social Sciences and Professor Waylen has also been
elected as a Fellow of the British Academy. Oliver Richmond received
the Distinguished Scholar Award from the Peace Studies Section of

the International Studies Association and Carl Death was winner of

the 2018 International Studies Association Environmental Studies
Section best book award for 'The Green State in Africa”. Paul Tobin's
article, ‘Leaders and Laggards: Climate Policy in Developed States', was
awarded the COST Action on Climate Governance Best Climate Paper
2014-2018. And finally, Andreja Zevnik has been elected Vice-chair
(and Chair elect for 2019-2020) of the International Political Sociology
Section of the International Studies Association.

Reflecting on the ethos of Politics at Manchester, new Head of
Department, Professor David Richards notes: ‘At the heart of our
research and teaching is a strong commitment to social and global
responsibility. Our work addresses some of the key normative
challenges of the 21st century, but in keeping with the proud traditions
of Manchester, we often take a critical stance, challenging existing
orthodoxies. While the department is one of the largest groupings
of Politics and International Relations scholars in the UK, we are
nevertheless proud of the inclusive, collegiate and friendly spirit
fostered within that makes it such a warm and welcoming place’.
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LAUNCH OF

THE EUROPEAN
POLITICS SERIES
FROM MANCHESTER
UNIVERSITY PRESS

By Dr Kathryn Simpson (Manchester Metropolitan University),
Prof. Dimitris Papadimitriou (University of Manchester), and Dr
Paul Tobin (University of Manchester)

Research Unit (EPRU) Series from Manchester University Press
has relaunched and looks forward to building on its reputation
by featuring an even more diverse set of contributions.
Now renamed the MUP European Politics Series, we welcome all
manuscript proposals focusing on European politics, broadly defined.

The long established and highly respected European Policy

The geographical coverage of the series encompasses the European
Union, its existing and aspiring members and the wider Europe
including Russia and Turkey. The series actively promotes disciplinary,
theoretical and methodological diversity on the study of European
politics. We particularly welcome submissions on European Union
politics and policy-making, comparative European politics and
contemporary issues and debates affecting the future of Europe's
socio-political and security outlook.

Key areas of interest include Brexit, the environment, migration,
identity politics and the ever-changing face of European integration.

Manchester University Press has a leading reputation as a publisher
of high quality scholarly work and provides excellent production and
marketing services for the British, European and worldwide markets.

For informal inquiries please contact: Manchester University Press
Commissioning Editor Tony Mason (Anthony.R.Mason@manchester.
ac.uk) or the European Politics Series Editors: Prof. Dimitris
Papadimitriou (Dimitris.Papadimitriou®manchester.ac.uk),

Dr Kathryn Simpson (K.Simpson@mmu.ac.uk) or Dr Paul Tobin
(Paul.Tobin@manchester.ac.uk).

NEW DATA SOURCE
ON POLITICS IN WALES

Cardiff University is delighted to make
available a new data source on politics
in Wales.

By Roger Awan-Scully

ata from all the major academic studies of the Welsh electorate
Dduring the devolved era have now been made more easily

accessible via a new 'GitHub’ website. These studies encompass
ESRC-sponsored studies of the 1997 and 2011 devolution referendums,
similar funded studies of every Welsh Assembly election thus far, and
several major surveys conducted around UK general elections. Data from
the surveys have already been used in articles published in the British
Journal of Political Science, Electoral Studies, and Publius: The Journal of
Federalism, among others.

The new website is a partnership between Cardiff University’s Centre
for Political and Legal Analytics (CPLA), which is directed by Professor Rene
Lindstaedt, and the Welsh Election Study team. Speaking about it, Professor
Roger Awan-Scully, Head of Politics and International Relations at Cardiff
University and Principal Investigator for the 2011 and 2016 Welsh Election
Studies, commented that “we are keen to have as many people as possible
using the fantastic data that has been generated over the last two decades
in Wales. This is a data resource with huge potential — not only for finding
out about Wales, but for testing political science theories in the context of
a small, semi-autonomous nation with multi-party politics”.

CPLA is directed by Rene Lindstaedt, who is also Head of the School of
Law and Politics at Cardiff. He commented that “The role of the Centre
is to provide a resource to the School of Law & Politics, and the broader
scholarly community by producing innovative research on large data
sources such as the Welsh Election Study.”

Each survey is organized into a GitHub repository, complete with
codebooks and datasets. Additionally the CPLA has created a time-series
dataset that incorporates common questions across the surveys. The data
can be accessed at https://github.com/WelshElectionStudy

QUEEN'’S UNIVERSITY
BELFAST AWARDS HILLARY
RODHAM CLINTON WITH
HONORARY DEGREE

n 10 October, Queen’s University Belfast awarded the
O former US Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton with

an Honorary Degree of Doctor of Laws (LLD) for her public
service in the United States, and for
outstanding contributions to peace
and reconciliation in Northern
Ireland.

PSA trustee and treasurer, Professor
Yvonne Galligan, had the privilege of
meeting Secretary Clinton during a
dinner held following the honorary
graduation ceremony.
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ATTENDING IPSA
WORLD CONGRESS
IN BRISBANE
AUSTRALIA

By Professor Georgina Waylen (University of Manchester)

Brisbane Australia. The balmy 23C Brisbane winter provided

a welcome respite from the UK summer and the conference
centre was located in city’s buzzing South Bank cultural district,
next to art galleries, theatres and restaurants.

The panels were many and varied, and IPSA had also teamed up
with the Australian PSA and BISA equivalent so Australian academics
were making the most of the opportunities it provided.

Together with UK colleagues, Vivien Lowndes and Fiona Mackay, |
participated in an AusPSA women'’s caucus mentoring dinner for ECRs
and it was great to hear about the research being undertaken by the
next generation of Australian gender scholars. Various IPSA Research
Committees (RCs) had also organized pre-conference events. |
presented some ideas on how a feminist institutionalist approach
might help us understand how Brexit is gendered at RC 19's one day
workshop on ‘what happens to feminist claims in politically turbulent
times’, held at the beautiful St Lucia campus of the University of
Queensland. At the main congress | gave a paper on international
economic institutions as part of a panel on ‘Gender Justice,
Legitimacy and International Institutions’ as well as presenting
on ‘the potential of behaviour change approaches for feminist
institutionalism’, based on a piece appearing in the first double issue
of the new ECPG (European Conference on Politics and Gender)
journal, the European Journal of Politics and Gender, on a roundtable
on methodological approaches to feminist institutionalism.

The congress had many high points, such as Cynthia Enloe’s
inspiring plenary on the last day and the huge range of high-quality
gender and politics panels, but also the occasional low, most notably
the terrible ‘booths’ that many panels were held in during the first
couple of days before the organizers intervened.

T he 2018 IPSA World Congress took place from July 21-25 in

NEW INSIGHTS FROM
TRANSFORMING
POLITICAL
_[EADERSHIP AND
POLITICISATION: THE
OPEN SEMINAR ON
JAPAN AND BRITAIN

By Dr Masahiro Mogaki (Keio University)

The transforming relationship between politicians and civil

servants has attracted attention among scholars of public

policy and political science for years. In particular, the
extent to which it has changed with the intensified politicisation
and the decline of political stability addresses the question
of how the state’s governing machine has coped with the
challenges of governance, with the emerging questions including:
has transformation contributed to improving governance and
democracy? What challenges has it created? In Japan, where two
government changes in the past ten years resulted in the emergence
of one of the longest tenures of the current Shinzo Abe LDP (Liberal
Democratic Party) led coalition government, the outcome looks
extraordinary, with the increasing power of the Prime Ministers’
Office (Kantei) and its discretional pressure on government officials
in ministries. Elsewhere, the UK has confronted the challenges of
Brexit, which have exacerbated the complexity and difficulty within
relationships between politicians and civil servants.

In the light of the benefit of comparing these two extraordinary
examples, PSA members Dr Masahiro Mogaki (Keio University, Japan)
and Dr Patrick Diamond (Queen Mary London) organised the open
seminar: ‘Political Leadership and Policy-Making Processes under the
Abe Administration: What has gone wrong?’ with Professor Hideaki
Tanaka of Meiji University, Japan, on 4th September at Daiwa Anglo-
Japanese Foundation in London. The seminar revealed the extent to
which Abe's Kantei has exercised its power over civil servants, with the
case studies of recent key policy events. The resulting transformation
exposes the discretional dominance of the administration’s core and
the gradual decline of the traditional Weberian approaches of Japan’s
civil service and probably democratic procedures. This outcome
contrasted with recent developments under UK Conservative-led
governments, where the increasing politicisation of key policy issues
including Brexit has prompted a debate about the changing nature
of the relationship between Ministers at Westminster and civil
servants in Whitehall, exhibiting the variety of transformation and
similarities. Some commentators fear that the traditional civil service
is being undermined by politicians who have no regard for established
governing conventions. The seminar attracted unusually large
audiences, both British and Japanese, who actively raised questions.
Also, the seminar suggests the benefit of the further research regarding
the exploration and comparison of the transforming civil service and
the core in current turbulent political environment in key examples
such as Japan and Britain.

PSANEWS

psa.ac.uk



DEPARTMENT NEWS

15

3RD EUROPEAN CONFERENCE ON TEACHING &
LEARNING POLITICS, IR & EUROPEAN STUDIES

How we teach and learn matters — for students, for society, for us

By Silviu Piros (Vrije Universiteit Brussel) & Heidi Maurer (University of Oxford)

enthusiasts from across Europe, the United States and China
attended the 3rd Conference on Teaching and Learning Politics,

International Relations and European Studies (EuroTLC). The conference —
now in its third iteration — was hosted at the Charles University in Prague
under the patronage of the teaching and learning groups of ECPR, UACES,
PSA and BISA.

Building on the non-traditional formats perfected in Maastricht
(2014) and Brussels (2016), the 3rd EuroTLC abounded in workshops
and best practice sessions, where participants had the chance to
discuss topics of common concerns, share their experience in teaching
politics, international relations or European studies in various formats,
and promote an innovative approach to teaching and active learning
methods.

The programme packed 20 workshops and 15 flipped presentations,
as well as two thematic roundtables in its two days. The first panel
discussed the different angles of the conference’s main topic: ‘How we
teach and learn matters — for students, for society, for us’ and brought
together as panelists Heidi Maurer (University of Oxford), Barbora
Padrtovéa (Masaryk University), Claske Vos (University of Amsterdam)
Tomasz Kaminski (University of Lodz), and Alexandra Mihai (Hertie
School of Governance). The conference’s second round table took the
discussion to a macro-level by looking at the potential and opportunities
of promoting cooperation in higher education innovation and included
Silviu Piros (Vrije Universiteit Brussel), Zuzana Capkové (DZS-Centre for
International Cooperation in Education), Simon Usherwood (University of
Surrey), and Giulia Tercovich (University of Warwick).

Between 31 May and 1 June 2018, over 70 teaching and learning

A novelty for this edition of the conference was the inclusion of a
‘Best Practice Workshop Prize’, with the first prize being awarded to
Jamal Shahin and Claske Vos from the University of Amsterdam for their
teaching innovation “Puzzling with Perspectives on European Integration”.

The great success of the 2018 edition of EuroTLC calls for the
continuation of this exciting journey, and a further commitment to
continue to promote best practices in higher education for our growing
EuroTLC community, as well as the wider interested academic circles.

You can also read more about this year’s EuroTLC by PSA member
Simon Usherwood in his article ‘Challenging the Model: EuroTLC,
Prague, 31 May — 1 June 2018” on the PSA Blog.

The Jigsaw Meihod as & Tool for Diseusslon Groups

MAJOR INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP
HELD ON BUILDING BETTER ELECTIONS

By Dr Toby James (UEA)

EA was one of the co-organisers of a workshop on Building Better
U Elections, held at the Massachusetts Institute for Technology (MIT)
in Boston, USA, in August.

The workshop considered how elections could be better run during times
when electoral officials face major new challenges such as cybersecurity
and resource constraint, and when voting practices are often not as
inclusive as they could be.

It was held in collaboration with MIT Election Lab, the Electoral Integrity
Project of Sydney/Harvard University and the Royal Military College of
Canada.

More than 100 delegates from around the world, with representatives
from academia, the international and national practitioner community and
industry, attended.

In the opening session Dr Toby James, Senior Lecturer in British and
Comparative Politics, said: “In an age where electoral results have become
more unpredictable, running elections that have the confidence of the
public and electoral community could never be more important.”

A roundtable seminar included representatives from the Department
of Homeland Security and state electoral officials, who reflected on the
challenges of cyber-security which followed after the 2016 Presidential
election.

UEA launched the Electoral Management Research Network last year
to bring together scholars and practitioners, with the aim of making the
latest scientific research, policy advice and news about running elections
accessible for practitioners, researchers and students.

UEA PhD student and co-convenor
of the network Leontine Loeber
participated in the conference by
presenting the current status of her
research on the legal definition of
election fraud.

Selected papers from the
conference will be published in special
issues of Policy Studies and Election
Law Journal in 2019.
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PSA ECN WELCOME EVENT:
ISABEL HARDMAN ON WHY WE
GET THE WRONG POLITICIANS

Tue 30 October 2018

18:45 — 21:00 GMT

Portcullis House, Westminster
London

hosting its yearly welcome evening with a speaking event
on Tuesday 30 October at Portcullis House, Westminster
(Evening, 7-9), followed by a drinks reception at a nearby venue.

The welcome event kicks off the new academic year for the
Early Career Network, and welcomes new (and old) members of
the PSA to the association and to the world of UK political studies.
The event is free for PSA members and will be hosted in Portcullis
House, at the heart of Westminster.

This year, the event features Isabel Hardman talking about her
new book Why We Get the Wrong Politicians. Described as a 'vital and
compelling' (New Statesman) look at modern British politics, the
book dissects the crucial question of why trust in politics is so low.

Isabel is one of Britain’s leading political commentators as

The Political Studies Association’s Early Career Network is

COMMENCING OF A
NEW SPECIALIST GROUP
ON TURKISH POLITICS

By Yaprak Giirsoy (Aston University) and Matthew Whiting
(University of Birmingham)

e are currently in the process of setting up a Turkish
W Politics specialist group within the PSA and are looking for

members who have an interest in studying or hearing about
Turkish politics to join us. The new SG will hold workshops, seminars

and panels, both in and out of the PSA Annual Conference. We will build :

on the pre-existing network of experts and scholars whose research
interests cover the historical and contemporary politics of Turkey,
broadly defined. We are also committed to engaging with cutting-
edge research on theoretical frameworks and comparative politics that
would enlighten our understanding of Turkey in its neighbourhood

and beyond. Through our events and up-to-date blog posts, we will
help facilitate and expand opportunities for network building and
collaborative research. We would be delighted to hear from any PSA
members who would like to join
the SG or to know more, so please
email the co-covenors for more
details: Yaprak Gursoy (y.gursoy@ *
aston.ac.uk) and Matthew Whiting
(M.Whiting.1@bham.ac.uk).

assistant editor of The Spectator, and has written for BBC, The
Telegraph, Daily Mail, The Guardian, The Independent, The Sun, The
Times and many more.

The talk in Portcullis House will be followed by a drinks
reception at the Silver Cross Tavern to continue discussions and
celebrate the beginning of the new academic year.

Attendees should arrive at least 15 minutes early to ensure
enough time to pass through security at Portcullis House.

You can register for the event on Eventbrite.

Any questions? Feel free to contact the ECN Committee via
ecn@psa.ac.uk

ECN member-led event grant applications -
deadline extended to 31 October 2018

The deadline for the ECN’'s member-led event grant applications
has been extended to 31 October 2018. If you are a PSA ECN
member and wish to organise an event or conference, you can
apply for up to £600 funding. Please email us (ecn@psa.ac.uk) for
more details.

UPDATES FROM
THE GERMAN
POLITICS
SPECIALIST GROUP

By Josefin Graef (Hertie School of Governance)

annual workshop at the University of Birmingham on
Friday 26 October from 9 AM to 5 PM. The theme of the

The German Politics specialist group will be hosting its

workshop is “Between Integration and Disintegration: German

Politics in Insecure Times.” The workshop is supported by the
Institute for German Studies, University of Birmgingham. All
are welcome to attend with no prior registration necessary.
During the PSA Annual Conference in Cardiff, German
Politics appointed Dr John Callahan as a new co-convenor.

¢ John is Director of the International Studies and Homeland

Security Programs at New England College in New Hampshire
and will provide a very welcome connection to US-based
colleagues interested in German politics.

German Politics is excited to report that one of its members,
David Clarke, has been appointed Professor of Modern German
Studies at Cardiff University.
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PSAWOMEN & POLITICS GO

TO APSA CONFERENCE

By Dr Jennifer Thomson (University of Bath)

between the PSA Women and Politics Specialist Group and
the APSA Women and Politics Research Section. Thanks to the
support of the PSA, we co-organised a short course the day before
the main APSA conference began on 'Gender, Resurgent Nationalism
and Masculinist Politics in the US and Europe'.
The half-day course brought together scholars from across the
Atlantic to discuss some of the most pressing political issues of
the day, most notably the election of President Donald Trump and
the UK's referendum on EU membership, applying a much-needed
gendered lens to these events. Following an introduction from PSA

This year's APSA conference in Boston saw a collaboration

Chair Angie Wilson, we were joined by academics working on a
variety of issues related to these topics, and saw spirited discussions
on the role of leadership, the Christian Right and nationalism. We
were particularly grateful for the input of Professor Cynthia Enloe
from Clark University, whose huge body of work will be more than
familiar to anyone working in the field of gender and politics, and
whose spirited contribution to the afternoon was a passionate call
to arms for the subdiscipline.

The event also facilitated networking and forged new links between
both respective groups, as well as bringing together graduate students
working in these areas in both the UK and the US. Huge thanks to
the PSA for the support to put on this event, and we look forward to
seeing where these new connections lead us in future.

PSA SYMPOSIUM ON REFUGEE POLITICS
AT THE SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT

By Georgios Karyotis (University of Glasgow)

the EU have reenergised the scholarly refugee debate over

recent years, which has been brought into sharp focus by the
‘refugee crisis’ resulting from the Syrian civil war. The German and
Greek Specialist Groups of the PSA, recipients of a ‘Pushing the
Boundaries’ award, organised an all-day symposium on ‘Refugee
Politics: Dilemmas and Trade-Offs’, which took place at the Scottish
Parliament on 15 June 2018.

Three broad themes emerged during the symposium. First, any
coherent and positive refugee policy must include support for
integration from day one. Second, the agency of refugees must be
recognised. It does not serve the interests of either refugees or host
states to frame the former as recipients of generosity, welfare burden
on the state, or as victims of misfortune. They are individuals with
hopes, needs, and aspirations, and refugee policies need to be able

B rexit, Trump, and the rise of the far-right across large parts of

to address this diversity. Third, migration needs to be studied in the
context of (and also often as a proxy for) broader social issues and
inequalities rather than being understood as an isolated issue.

A round table discussion concluded the symposium, with input
from stakeholders across government, refugee, and civil society
organisations. The discussants shared their experiences and put
forward solid policy recommendations, seeking to identify the
priorities of Scottish refugee policy: from rights to work and
social integration, to the removal of multi-tier systems of refugee
protection. This discussion will hopefully serve as the first step
towards consistently fair refugee policies, not only in Scotland, but
across the UK and Europe.

For further information, please see the pages of the German SG
(www.psagermany.wordpress.com); the Greek SG (www.gpsg.org.
uk) or www.RefugeePolitics.net.

psa.ac.uk

PSANEWS



PSA COMMUNITIES

PDD CONFERENCE:

PARTICIPATORY SPACES IN PERSPECTIVE

By Hans Asenbaum (University of Westminster) and
Dr Rod Dacombe (King'’s College London)

his year’s conference of the Participatory and Deliberative
Democracy (PDD) Specialist Group attracted over 150

participants from 15 countries across the globe, including
Singapore, Hong Kong, Canada, the USA, Australia, and South Africa.
The conference, entitled “Participatory Spaces in Perspective”,
combined insights from two different fields of research: the
study of democratic innovations such as citizens assemblies and
participatory budgets, and the study of social movements and
civil society organisations. Researchers from a range of renowned
universities including Nanyang Technological University, Zeppelin
University, University College Cork and University of Cambridge
engaged in a lively debate about public participation and
deliberation in democracy.

The event attracted internationally-renowned keynote speakers,
including Professor Carole Pateman and Professor Michael Saward.
“The highlight was undoubtedly the engaging public conversation
with Carole Pateman, whose book Participation and Democratic
Theory, was key to establishing this field of research almost 50
years ago,” said Graham Smith, the Director of the Centre for the
Study of Democracy at the University of Westminster, where the
event was held. The conversation between Carole Pateman and
Graham Smith was a remarkable encounter. Smith as one of today’s

leading researchers on democratic innovations interviewed Pateman
who reflected on five decades of scholarship on participatory
democracy, feminism, and basic income.

Apart from its international reach and its prominent guests,
one of the core achievements of this conference was its ability
to bring diverse research agendas together. Democracy in formal
institutions such as parliaments was discussed, along with civil
society engagement and democracy at the workplace. Perspectives
on democracy and participation in world regions beyond the West,
such as Asia and Africa, were discussed alongside studies focusing
on Europe and Northern America. Debates, moreover, employed
different perspectives in democratic theory including deliberative,
agonistic, participatory, realist, liberal, and socialist accounts of
democracy.

This conference marked an important milestone in the
development of the PDD group, extending its reach beyond the UK
and establishing it internationally as a leading research group on
participatory and deliberative democracy. The three-day conference
was accompanied by vibrant social media activity disseminating
impressions and ideas discussed at the conference. Many social
activities gave the opportunity to deepen established friendships
and make new connections. Both the lively discussions and the
many social activities will leave a lasting impression on many
participants.

PSANEWS
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ANARCHIST STUDIES SPECIALIST
GROUP DECOLONISE! CONFERENCE

he Anarchist Studies specialist group welcomed over 100 delegates
Tfrom academic and activist communities to ASN5: Decolonise!

(September 12-14 20-18). Hosted at Loughborough University
the conference attracted participants from across the UK and Europe,
the Americas, Australia and India. The rich and diverse programme
included sessions on transnational histories, art and decolonisation,
libertarian and naturist ideas in Brazil, anarcha-feminism, anarchy and
religion, anarchism in Venezuela, coloniality and race, anarchism and the
intellectuals and animal liberation.

The theme Decolonise! was chosen by the conference convenors

to widen the reach of the conference and particularly to encourage
researchers located in poorer regions and/or areas with direct experience
of colonialism to share their knowledge and experiences. PSA support
(‘Pushing the Boundaries’ Competition) together with a successful

MY FIRST APSA

By Phil Sooben, CEO

attended the annual meeting of the American Political Science
| Association in Boston at the end of August. For those of you who haven't
been it's a huge event with over 6000 delegates, an incredible number
of panels and a conference programme that'’s thicker than a telephone
directory. That did of course mean that there were plenty of interesting
sessions and events to go to and the opportunity to meet new colleagues.
There was a strong UK showing particularly on the first day with APSA’s
British Politics Group and our own Women and Politics Group running
mini-conferences with PSA support and with a range of papers presented
by PSA members. There is a separate piece on the second of these below.
One of the innovations this year was a separate teaching and learning
event on the Saturday which | found particularly useful as we are holding
a joint international teaching and learning conference with APSA, BISA and
ECPR next year as reported elsewhere in this issue. | attended the stream

crowd-funding campaign initiated by Elizabeth Vasileva (Loughborough)
enabled the convenors offer practical support and meet the travel costs
of low-wage/unwaged participants.

Two socials organised in Loughborough town and the opportunity
to gather outside the University grounds created a highly convivial
atmosphere in which to exchange ideas, meet old friends and make some
new ones.

An open and critical reflection on the achievements and shortcomings
of the conference at the final plenary reached consensus that
decolonising was a process not an event, applicable to all fields of study.
ASNG will continue the good work that ASN4: anarcha-feminism and
ASNS5 have kick-started.

Ifyou're interested in joining us, further information is available at
https://anarchist-studies-network.org.uk/ and on the PSA website.

of workshops focusing on the use of games, virtual reality experiences and
simulations and certainly came away with some ideas about themes to
explore further for the upcoming international T&L conference. We also
heard a fascinating plenary address by Nancy Thomas of the Institute for
Democracy and Higher Education at Tufts University on student enrollment
and voting. | was struck by the extremely low turn out of young American
voters compared to similar groups in the UK.

There was also a meeting of association leaders convened by Steve
Smith, APSA’s Executive Director, and attended by both Angie Wilson and
myself. We agreed as a group to take forward collective action and to share
our experience and good practice across a range of areas and organizational
policies including publishing and open access; developing our websites;
setting out expected norms of behaviour and good professional conduct at
association events and protecting academic freedom.

And like all good tourists | also found a few hours to follow the freedom
trail around the heart of Old Boston and visit some of the historic buildings
and monuments - | know a lot more about American Independence now
than | did a few weeks ago!

psa.ac.uk
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PSA/BISA
11TH ANNUAL
TEACHING

AND LEARNING
CONFERENCE 2018

By Dr Stuart McAnulla and Dr Victoria Honeyman (University
of Leeds)

his year’s annual Learning and Teaching Conference, held in
association with Oxford University Press at the University

of Leeds, focused on the student journey. The first keynote
speaker, Bela Arora (South Wales) discussed her inspirational
teaching, explaining how she used external events and projects
within her seminar classes to teach her students a range of exciting
and useful skills.

Following the keynote speech, the conference panels began,
the first panel focusing on the importance of feedback literacy
(Helen Williams, Nottingham), the paradox of the lecture (John
Craig, Leeds Beckett) and group work and assessment (Oana
Burcu, Durham). The second panel confronted issues such as
decolonialising the curriculum (Simon Choat, Kingston) and
teaching innovation. It examined both the student journey through
the Politics/IR curriculum in terms of issues such as diversity and
inclusion (Claire Sutherland, Durham) and also the potential and
practice of connecting pedagogy with forms of active political
campaigning (Ben Little, UEA). The third panel concentrated on the
teaching of political theory, with Spiros Makris (Macedonia) and
Pete Woodcock (Huddersfield) discussing dilemmas concerning how
the teaching of political theory speaks to issues such as citizenship
and employability.

The final session of the day was the Jacqui Briggs Memorial
Lecture, delivered by Heather Savigny (DeMontford) who spoke
very movingly on her late friend, Professor Jacqui Briggs (Lincoln),
a leading member of the Learning and Teaching community, before
moving on to argue that textbooks are a vital part of academic
literature.

On day two, the panel focused on interdisciplinary and online
learning, with interesting and insightful papers from Simon Rofe
(SOAS) and Cathy Coombs (Leeds). The second panel discussed
innovative practices in fostering employability skills, with applied
papers from Simon Lightfoot (Leeds) and Lata Narayanaswamy
(Leeds). The final panel of the day considered renewed approaches
to supporting students through their studies, with papers from
Hannah Duggan (London Met) and Mark Shanahan (Reading)
discussing areas such mental health support and preparing
assessed work. The conference concluding with a roundtable
discussion on the often neglected topic of the role of pedagogy
in research supervision, led by Tony Armstrong (Birmingham City).
All the conference papers were inspiring, leaving attendees with a
reinvigorated approach to their own teaching, and a host of new
ideas to bring back to their home universities.

PSANEWS
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CONSERVATISM AND
INTERNATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT:
FRIENDS OR FOES?

he Conservatism Studies Group held the first impact event in
Tthe International Lounge at Conservative Party Conference

2018, Birmingham, co-hosted with the Conservative Party’s
International Department and the Tory Research Impact Network
(TRIN).

A panel of academics and practitioners examined, from
different perspectives, the links between Conservative values and
international development.

The panel included Dr Danielle Beswick, University of
Birmingham, Dr Carlotta Redi, Conservative Party International
Director and panel chair, Dr Susan Dodsworth, Birmingham
University, Dr Alan Convery, University of Edinburgh and PSA
Conservatism Studies convenor, and Eisenhower Mkaka, Secretary
General, MCP (Malawi).

On the one hand, the speakers assessed international
development programmes conducted by political parties and, on
the other, the impact of international volunteering on Conservative
social action projects; and the role played by ideology and shared
values in effective engagement with sister-parties in regional
networks.

Specific attention was given to the best practices arising within
the Conservative Party and the level of autonomy of the Scottish
Conservatives.

The combination of academics and practitioners offered a vibrant
discussion and stimulated reflections on how to rethink governance
for development.

psa.ac.uk
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: Political Studies Association
: German Politics

Between Integration and Disintegration: German Politics in
Insecure Times

26 OCTOBER 2018, UNIVERSITY OF BIRMINGHAM

The annual research workshop will feature sessions on the changing

party landscape, political representation and participation, and rights
and inclusion in the German welfare state.

¢ Political Studies Association

: Environmental Politics

The Future We Want: Shaping Environmental Politics
26 OCTOBER 2018, LONDON

A networking event for policymakers, academics and environmental NGOs
to discuss environmental policy-making in a shifting political landscape.

Petaal '.IY.:Eiua al e
NETWORK

ECN Welcome Event

30 OCTOBER 2018, LONDON

The welcome event kicks off the new academic year for the Early
Career Network, and welcomes new (and old) members of the PSA to
the association and to the world of UK political studies. The event is
free for PSA members and will be hosted in Portcullis House, at the
heart of Westminster.

: Political Studies Association
: British & Comparative
Political Economy

‘Taking Inequality Seriously: Economy and Society in the Age
of Inequalities’ Early Career Researcher Workshop

8 NOVEMBER 2018, UNIVERSITY OF SHEFFIELD

This workshop on rising inequalities as a common source for
economic, social and political discord in both advanced and
developing countries.

: Political Studies Association

: Parliaments

Parliaments Specialist Group Conference

8 — 9 NOVEMBER 2018, BELFAST

The conference seeks to highlight the best research into legislatures,
shining a light on how we can make sense of scrutiny, representation,
governance and all aspects of parliamentary life. The theme for the
conference this year is ‘Making Sense of Parliaments’.

: Political Studies Association

i Media and Politics

Political Reversals and Renewals

8 — 9 NOVEMBER 2018, NOTTINGHAM

The theme for this year's PSA Media and Politics Group conference
is Political Reversals and Renewals. The conference will explore
mediated communication of politics in the context of instability and
insurgency.

: Political Studies Association

: American Politics

American Politics Annual Colloquium

9 NOVEMBER 2018, LONDON

The colloquium is organised by the American Politics Group of the
Political Studies Association in collaboration with the Eccles Centre
for American Studies at the British Library. Supported by the US
Embassy and the British Association for American Studies.

Political Studies Associatior
Ethnopolitics

Political Representation in Divided Societies

15 - 16 NOVEMBER 2018, BRUSSELS

This 6th Annual Conference of the PSA SG Ethnopolitics will query
the impact of ethicized political representation on participation in
divided societies.

sraasnn

PSA Specialists Groups Conference

23 NOVEMBER 2018, LONDON

The PSA's annual conference for specialist group convenors. Specialist
group convenors can RSVP to attend by 2 November 2018 to rosie.
inman@psa.ac.uk.

Political Studies
Association

PSA Awards

27 NOVEMBER 2018, LONDON

The PSA Annual Awards 2018 recognise the influential individuals
and organisations making a difference in the world of politics. Follow
#PSAAwards18 on 27 November to find out in real time who will
take away a 2018 PSA Award.

Important PSA Annual International
Conference deadlines!

19 November 2018

- Conference early bird registration opens

- Tickets for the Annual Conference Dinner available for purchase
- ECN Access Grant open for applications

- PSA International Visitor grant open for applications

14 January 2019
- ECN Access grant and PSA International Visitor grant close for
applications

18 February 2019
- Deadline for paper-givers to register for conference
- Conference early bird registration closes

psa.ac.uk
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SURVEY FOR ‘PROFESSIONALISATION
AND SOCIAL IMPACT OF EUROPEAN
POLITICAL SCIENCE'

OST, the longest-running European framework supporting trans-
C national cooperation among researchers, engineers and scholars
across Europe, is currently running a project ‘Professionalization
and Social Impact of European Political Science’ (ProSEPS), which aims
to build a broad network of political scientists and political sociologists
involved in the comparative study of higher educational systems and
the internationalization of research in the field of political science.
However, the network will be also open to contributors from other
scientific communities, who are in some way interested in comparing
the evolution of the subject at the core of this project, with other
domains included in the “universe” of contemporary social sciences.
The innovative nature of the project lies in its multidimensional
focus: given that the key concepts to be discussed within the
network are those of Professionalization and Social Impact, those
scholars constituting this network will have to discuss data and the
interpretations of such data.
More specifically, the coordination of a wide range of relevant studies
will allow the network’s scholars to perfect our knowledge of at least
four areas of study:
a) the transformation of the academic subject (size of the community,
internal articulations, main research areas, PhD programmes, etc.);
b) the social and media visibility of the subject and its research
outcomes;
c) the impact of reforms on the rates of international mobility and
international circulation of research outcomes;
d) the applicability and application of the products of political science,
and the social impact of the work of political scientists.
COST is currently contacting members of the community of European
political scientists and researchers to participate in its multilingual
ProSEPS survey. The survey is intended to detect the social visibility

of political scientists in their country, their role as policy advisors and
their level of internationalization. The survey takes only approximately
20 minutes to complete.

We urge that PSA members who are political scientists or politics
academics, please participate in the ProSEPS survey. To complete
the survey please visit the following link: http://get.epolls.eu/index.
php/722265?token=_LAcsqRc1SiwmAn&lang=en

In compliance with European and International laws on data
protection, COST assures that all the information that will be collected
by the PROSEPS online survey will be treated as confidential and
the data will be used for research purposes only. COST will take
all necessary steps to preserve the anonymity of participants and
individual names will not be listed on the final report and successive
related publications, unless you formally ask to have your name
publicly listed as a participant. COST is happy to share all the
information gathered and data collected in the next months with
participants.

Feel free to ask any further question to the survey supervisors:
Prof. Joseé Real Dato: jreal@ual.es

Prof. loannis Andreadis: john@polsci.auth.gr

Prof. Luca Verzichelli: luca.verzichelli@unisi.it

Prof. Giliberto Capano: giliberto.capano@unibo.it

(project director)

”S
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EUROPEAN COOPERATION
IN SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
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Schools' Membership

.. Political Studies

NEW SCHOOLS'
MEMBERSHIP!

5 November we will be launching our new School’s Membership!

The Political Studies Association is excited to announce that Monday

You will be able to purchase membership for £25 per year which
will allow ten teachers or staff, at any one institution, to access our
membership benefits.

So, what's changed? Here’s some of the things that our Schools’

members will gain from their membership:

+ Access to our dedicated teachers’ resources

+  Priority registration for PSA teacher and student events

+ A chance for free tickets to our British Library lecture series (for you
and your students!)

+  Free subscription to our magazine, Political Insight

+  Full access to the PSA's five journals and SAGE Knowledge (online
resources)

+  Regular Teachers' E-Newsletter

+  Eligibility for our prestigious Teaching Awards

Keep an eye on the website for more details. Please note that you will

no longer be able to purchase individual Teacher membership. All current

Teacher members will receive an email soon to let you know how to

update your membership category.

By Nathan Shoesmith (Thorpe St Andrew School)

n recent years it has become increasingly difficult to stay away
| from one ever dominant topic: politics. Whether at home, in

the workplace or in the media, there is rarely a day that goes by
without mention of politics. Politics affects everyone: from Brexit and
immigration, to changes to public services and taxation, there is no
denying that politics plays a large part in shaping our everyday lives.

The Speaker is a new political news website (speakerpolitics.co.uk)
which has been set up by George Bowman, Nathan Shoesmith, Emily
Oxbury and Henry Earl — a group of students from a Sixth Form in
Norwich who spotted a gap in the market for accessible political
news publications for young people. Launched in March 2018, the
website has since featured on TV and radio and has attracted a global
audience in over 95 countries across the world. From the UK to the
US, Poland to Pakistan, The Speaker has a fast expanding audience of
socially conscientious young people who feel an urge to stay updated
with current affairs and understand the current political climate.

A-LEVEL
RESULTS DAY

By Jamie Roberts, Development Officer for Teaching and
Learning

from across the UK on a fantastic set of post-16 results! We are

very excited to welcome a new cohort of Politics undergraduates
into the academic community.

Travelling the UK, and meeting so many students, | maintain that
post-16 seems to be the most stressful examination period within
academic life! Students today are put under increasing amounts of
pressure to secure those high grades and to ‘set themselves up’ for
incredible futures.

The total number of entries for Politics exams, in the UK, was
17,901, with Edexcel providing for the majority of students (11,422)
compared to AQA (4565) and OCR (700). In Scotland there were a
total of 1,214 entries for Politics exams with 51.8% of all entrants
achieving either an A or B grade in their National 5 SQA. This
represents a 3.4% (606 student) increase in the number of entrants
compared to 2017.

Not only are we seeing a steady increase in students sitting A
Level Politics exam but across all awarding bodies we note high
levels of achievement. Respectively, the three awarding bodies saw
over half of all students sitting the exam achieving an A*, A or B
grade: AQA with 52.9%, Exdecel with 56.7% and OCR 65.4%.

For links to full data sets visit: psa.ac.uk/schools

It's critical that we encourage the study of politics pre-university
and ensure that political education is entrenched in schools at
the early years. From secondary to higher education, the PSA is
intrigued as to the educational journey that our academic members
take. We hope to undertake a study, and subsequently produce a
report on the ‘State of the Discipline’ in early-mid 2019.

I t seems a while ago now, but we wanted to congratulate students

INTRODUCING THE SPEAKER

The Speaker is designed to make politics more accessible and
inclusive for a wider public, with a particular emphasis on engaging
more young people in politics.

“Politics in the UK has never been important, and now more than
ever it is vital that young people are able to understand politics and
make their voices heard.”

Nathan Shoesmith
Managing Director at The Speaker

The Speaker hosts the latest political news headlines, unbiased
analysis, exclusive interviews with MPs and political voices, as well

as opinionated articles from a group of columnists. The website, at
speakerpolitics.co.uk, and social media accounts @speakerpolitics,
are a great resource for students and people of all ages wanting to
stay up-to-date with the latest news in an interesting, informative and
accessible format.

psa.ac.uk
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‘APPLYING TO STUDY
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PSA travelled to Manchester, Edinburgh and Belfast for three

more workshops for post-16 students applying, or thinking
about applying, to study politics at University. The workshops saw
fantastic engagement from students; all of whom took part in a
sample ‘Politics Lecture’, got a talk on the admissions process and
top tips for their personal statements, and heard from an individual
who’d undertaken a career in politics.

Each workshop saw healthy debate when it came to the politics
lectures, with students challenging the concepts and ideas that
were presented to them. In Manchester, the students had a chance
to consider the future of Trump’s America; in Edinburgh they
analysed the historical relationship between the US and China
and its implication on the relationship today; and in Belfast they
looked at the creation and development of the European Union.

We rely on the collaboration and efforts of staff based at the
hosting universities so many thanks to staff at the University of

F ollowing such a run of success with our workshops in June, the

Manchester, the University of Edinburgh and Ulster University who
made the workshops happen.

Special thanks to our guest speakers Councillor Eleanor Bird
(Edinburgh Forth Ward — SNP) and Mayor Lindsay Millar (Mid and
East Antrim, UUP). They not only prepared speeches that gave
students an invaluable insight to their day to day working-life
but were happy to take part in a general Q&A where they were
questioned, not only on their own political roles, but any-and-
every current affair the students in attendance could think of!

Our final workshop of the year will take place at Swansea
University, on 12 December. Registration details are available on
the PSA website.

We're beginning to put together the workshop programme for
2019! If you have any suggestions as to where you'd like to see a
workshop being hosted, or your University already runs a similar
programme and you want the PSA to get involved, please feel free
to drop me an email at jamie.roberts@psa.ac.uk
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