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Coming soon - PSA2]!

All accepted paper givers must register by 8 February!

he excitement is mounting ahead of our annual conference our discipline and we received a fantastic number and array of
which will be delivered entirely online in partnership papers and panels.
with SAGE Publishing and convened by the team at Queen’s Join us from Monday 29th March 2021 to take part, learn and
University Belfast. The theme of ‘Resilience. Expertise. Hope.’ connect meaningfully with others.
has clearly whetted the appetite of scholars from right across You can register here.
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A message from our Chair

hese remain challenging times. Writing these words at home in

north Cardiff | realise that | have physically met almost no work
colleagues for more than ten months. But | am one of the lucky
ones. Many PSA members have either had Covid themselves or seen
family members and friends suffer. Large numbers are currently
experiencing the mixed pleasures of a further round of home
schooling. And plenty of PSA members are among those enduring a
winter lockdown in isolation.

Amidst plenty of grim news, the rapid advance of vaccinations
offers hope of better times ahead. Another source of optimism for
me during these difficult months has been the vibrancy of the PSA
community. Our Teaching and Learning Network has provided huge
amounts of practical support to many of us in navigating online

Another source
of optimism for
me during these
difficult months
has been the
vibrancy of the
PSA community

and blended learning; our Early Career Network have been very
active in support of junior colleagues; and many of our specialist
groups have held fantastic online events that (among other things)
vividly demonstrate the breadth and calibre of
contemporary political studies.

One of the three priorities | outlined for the
PSA when becoming Chair was sustainability. That
applies first to the association itself: my single,
overriding responsibility is to ensure the PSA is
viable and flourishing long after | step down. But
| am also clear that the PSA, as an organisation
and as a community, should be an exemplar in
the broader global challenge of achieving more
sustainable lifestyles.

In the latter regard we have already made
considerable progress. Some of this, ironically, has
been because of Covid-19, and what social distancing has enforced
on many of us. Adopting, through necessity, a ‘digital first’ approach
to all PSA business has allowed us to substantially reduce our carbon
footprint — and to make significant savings on travel and venue costs.
Much of this will and should persist in the long-term: in five years’
time | expect the PSA to do many more things remotely than it did
five years ago, though not quite as many as we are currently forced
to do.

There is, though, one action we can take now to aid with
sustainability. Many PSA members still receive physical hard copies
of our journals. They are entitled to do so — and | know that there are
some colleagues for whom a physical copy is important. But the more
of us that opt out of receiving such hard copy, the fewer copies that
need to be printed and transported. | have long since opted out, and |
encourage you all to do so as well.

CEQO’s View

Michelle Doyle Wildman

elcome to January'’s edition of PSA News. It's been a

bumpy few months but this issue vividly illustrates that
our discipline is in rude health. You have shown a lot of resilience
while continuing to advance Political Studies and invest in the next
generation. Thank you so much. I'm pleased that the PSA was able
to respond quickly to the challenges facing its membership. This
has included introducing the new Research and Innovation Fund
which will support a diverse range of scholars and projects over the
coming year.

2021 may require us all to dig deeper still. This is exactly the time to
seek out the support, solidarity and unique experiences that a learned
society such as the PSA can provide. | hope you will join our association’s
fantastic annual conference from the comfort of your own home as
well as the wide array of webinars and events on offer over the coming
months. Also, there is still time to support and celebrate excellence in
Political Studies by nominating for our annual prizes, standing to be a

trustee and even applying to edit one of our esteemed journals. Turn the
pages to find out about these opportunities and more...
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PSA Annual Lecture 2020 — The
Future of American Democracy

he Political Studies Association celebrated our 70th
Anniversary with an Annual Lecture on Wednesday 25th
November presented by Pippa Norris, the Paul F. McGuire Lecturer in
Comparative Politics at the John F. Kennedy School of Government,
Harvard University, and Director of the Electoral Integrity Project.
Pippa talked about “The 2020 US Elections and the Future of

' % Folitical Studies
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American Democracy” which highlighted both the short-term risks
during the presidential transition and longer-term structural issues
facing American political institutions.
The event was chaired by with aplomb by BBC journalist and
broadcaster Huw Edwards.
Watch the full lecture below:
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Governance news

he Political Studies Association is a registered charity which is

governed by an Executive Committee of trustees. The trustees
would therefore be delighted to invite you to our association’s
Annual General Meeting which will be held online as part of our
annual conference on 30 March 2021. This is your chance to see
the PSA’s annual report and accounts and ask questions of the
trustees about the association’s performance and direction. We will
let you know how you can take part in due course.

Another important process in our calendar is to invite members to
put themselves forward to be a Trustee of the PSA. The process will
begin in early February under the direction of the PSA’s Honorary
Secretary and Returning Officer, Professor Fiona Mackay. The PSA Team
will let members know how they can take part and vote very shortly —
with new or re-elected Trustees taking up their role from the June 2020
Executive Committee.

PSA Early Career
Network — Podcast
LaunCh @ Efigtr%gﬁ:&ﬁn

ur Early Career Network are proud to announce their latest
O initiative Backbenchers a show presented by our ECN
Committee and featuring the latest research from PSA ECN
members and top tips from those who have navigated their way
through PhD life.

In their first episode of Backbenchers, our ECN talk about how to
turn your PhD thesis into a publication with Dr Julianne K. Viola who
has only recently gone through the process herself.

Listen to the ECN'’s first podcast episode here.
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Equality, Diversity, &
Inclusion Update: Taking
stock and moving forward

Kate Mattocks PSA Trustee for EDI

ince the adoption of the

PSA’s 10-year strategy
in 2017, the association
has been giving increasing
priority to issues of equality,
diversity, and inclusion
(EDI) in the discipline. The
PSA’s Equality & Diversity
plan states that equality
and diversity should be “at
the heart of everything the
PSA does with the intention
of forging a more vibrant
and socially representative
professional community.”
EDI considerations should be
embedded across the PSA —a
core element of our work, not
an add-on.

The PSA has made

numerous changes over
the years, but there is still
much more work to be done

to, as E&D strategy states,
transform the discipline.
The events of 2020 have
demonstrated even further
why acknowledging
diversities is not enough:
we must actively take on
anti-racist, anti-colonial,
and feminist work to stay
relevant as a discipline and to
respond to a rapidly changing
world. The global pandemic
has further illuminated
existing inequalities across
the academy and created new
ones.

Many of these issues
were discussed at the 2020
Departmental Leadership
Conference in September in
response to an impressive
panel on race and racism in
higher education chaired by

Professor Kyle Grayson from
University of Newcastle
(which included SOAS’ Dr
Meera Sabaratnam). Over
the coming year, one of the
PSA’s key priorities is to
develop the Diverse Voices
programme to encourage
and support BAME students
in the progression from
undergraduate to PhD.

We also need your help.
It is important for members
to keep their own data up to
date, which you can do by
logging onto your account on
the PSA website and clicking
on ‘edit my account details.’
The PSA will also shortly be
surveying our membership, in
part to collect demographic
data. Getting a clearer picture
of who we are as a discipline

will help us to better
understand the experiences
and needs of the
membership and will also
help us to prioritise current
and future projects. Over
the next coming months,
please watch for email and
social media updates from
the PSA on this front, and
please help us by filling out
the survey when it does
come your way.

Please send any
suggestions or comments on
the PSA’s EDI work to me at
k.mattocks@uea.ac.uk

Our Teaching and Learning
Network 2021 Webinar series

he PSA is pleased to announce that our latest webinar series
‘Teaching Politics and IR Online: Key Issues, Skills and Pedagogy’
is continuing into 2021.

The Teaching and Learning Network (TLN) webinars are delivered by
expert political studies academics for PSA members and available for
use by the wider teaching community.

This series focuses on general teaching and learning issues faced
during the Covid-19 pandemic, with advice for online learning and
beyond.

A number of the contributors have written brilliant blogs and
provided valuable resources for colleagues. This includes UCL's Dr
Alexandra Mihal’s insightful article on Navigating the Virtual Political
Science Classroom.

Watch our November and December 2020 webinars here:

‘Let’s Use Technology Meaningfully...’

‘Teaching and Learning: The Student Perspective’
‘External Examining in Politics...’

Coming soon in 2021
‘Active Learning’ by Cristina Leston-Bandeira (Leeds University) Tuesday
2 February.
‘The things we gained during Lockdown - what we won’t miss and what
we should incorporate into our teaching in the longer term’ led by
Victoria Honeyman (University of Leeds) Tuesday 23 February.

All sessions are recorded, and PSA members can request certificates
of participation by contacting Membership & Programmes Manager
Jjamie.roberts@psa.ac.uk after each session you attend.
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Opting out from receiving
hard copies of our journals

As part of
the continuing work of

the PSA in improving our
services to members and being
more sustainable, we wish to
move away from producing
hardcopies of our journals to
an online access model.

Thank you for your continued
membership of the Political
Studies Association (PSA). As
part of our work to improve the
benefits we offer to members
and wider society, the PSA Team
and trustees have decided to
promote digital access to our

journals so that we can move
away from producing and
posting so many hard copy
journals.

Over our 70-year history,
access to our leading suite
of journals (Political Studies,
Politics, Political Studies Review,
Politics and the British Journal
of Politics and International
Relations) have been a valued
benefit to members of our
association. We are very proud of
the high profile and quality they
offer; however, colleagues now
tend to access these online or via

their institutional libraries.
We have now instituted
an automatic opt out for our
journals and members will no
longer be posted hardcopies
by default. All members can
continue to access our resources
online through our website
and no member who wishes
to receive and enjoy hard copy
journals will be prevented from
doing so — you can opt back in to
receiving hard copies at any time.
You will still be able to access
these journals digitally through
the resources section of our

website - more details can be
found here

The journals are fully indexed
and searchable by key words,
authors and dates making
locating articles and resources
far quicker and more effective
online than a hardback reference
log can be.

If you have any issues, please
contact membership@psa.ac.uk.

Watch our quick ‘How to’video
for more information.>>
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Nominations
now open for our
academic 2020-21

Prizes!

We are pleased to announce that nominations are now being
accepted for several categories for the PSA’s Academic

Prizes 2020-21.

+ Nominations will be accepted from 7 December 2020 until 27

January 2021.

+  Judging will be done between 28 January and 26 February 2021.

The Academic Prizes will be presented during the PSA’s Annual
International Conference on 30 March 2021 and announced over
social media and our website. The following Prizes are accepting

nominations in this period >>

Dissertation

Prizes

Walter Bagehot Prize

(For government and public
administration)

Sir Ernest Barker Prize

(For political theory)

Lord Bryce Prize

(For comparative politics)
McDougall Trust Prize

(For elections, electoral
systems, and representation)
Elizabeth Wiskemann Prize
(For the study of (in)equality
and social justice)

Shirin M. Rai Prize

(For international relations)

NOMINATION FORMS NOMINATION FORMS

Teaching Prizes

Jennie Lee Prize
(Awarded in recognition of
outstanding teaching)

Sir Bernard Crick Prize
(Awarded in recognition of
outstanding teaching)

The Outstanding Teaching
of Politics in Schools Prize
(The nominee must be
teaching in secondary
education in the UK)

NOMINATION FORMS

Career Prizes

Joni Lovenduski Prize

(For outstanding professional
achievement by a mid-career
scholar)

Richard Rose Prize

(For an early-career scholar
who has made a distinctive
contribution to British Politics)

Sir Isaiah Berlin Prize
(Lifetime contribution to
political studies)

Political Studies
Communicator of the Year
(An academic who has
demonstrated excellence in
conveying political ideas and
evidence to non-academic
audiences)

Group Prizes

Specialist Group of the Year
(Awarded to a PSA Specialist
Group which has raised
awareness of study of politics
and increased impact of
discipline)

Politics Society of the Year
Prize (Awarded to a university
Politics Society that has made
a distinctive contribution to
the study and understanding
of politics)

NOMINATION FORMS

FEXSS
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Politial Stucdies Association

EARLY CAREER

PSA-Parliament Internshlp

[« - ] [l

_Programme How are Select
Committees Working in the Pandemlc?

By Jonathan Davies (University of Warw1ck)

n the midst of a global pandemic the ability to adapt has become key.

For many of us this means the spaces in which we spend the working day
have altered considerably, shifting towards the virtual world of Zoom calls,
Microsoft Teams, and mute buttons. For Parliament, this adaptation meant
a break from longstanding tradition and a turn to an almost technological
dependence of online deliberation and hybrid meetings. To be at the heart
of this change during my four-month internship was an extraordinary
experience which, in a fortunate turn of events, complemented my own
research on the use of online platforms for citizen participation.

From September to December 2020, | was based in the Environmental
Audit Committee (EAC) within the House of Commons. The EAC has a
particularly wide remit; considering the extent to which the policies and
programmes of both government departments and non-departmental
public bodies contribute to environmental protection and sustainable
development. With an initial background in environmental science, |
felt at home amongst the Committee’s subject matter and was warmly
welcomed to the team as a colleague rather than an intern. The team
met regularly and was always happy to engage in informal and ad hoc
discussion. Consequently, despite working remotely | never once felt
‘remote’.

From day one | was fully immersed in the work of the Committee. | was
tasked with leading on an inquiry into the use of heat pumps, as part of a
wider review on Technological Innovations and Climate Change. My work
included writing the terms of reference, processing evidence submissions
received, producing briefing materials for the Committee, identifying,
and liaising with witnesses, and briefing MPs orally. This culminated
in conducting an evidence session which was reported on by national
newspapers; something | will relish for a long time! To manage an inquiry
from start to finish gave me invaluable insight into parliamentary process
and the dynamics of the Committee - an experience that would have been
very difficult as an external researcher looking in.

The wide remit of the team meant | was also able to engage with several
other ongoing inquiries. Working closely with the team’s specialist advisors,

who each had extensive knowledge of the Committee’s work and wider
processes, | contributed to both the ‘Energy Efficiency of Existing Homes'
and ‘Greening the post-Covid Recovery’ inquiries. This provided an excellent
opportunity for me to become familiar with several other Committee
responsibilities within a short space of time and to develop a knowledge
base on a range of policy areas.

The shift to virtual working brought with it some distinct advantages. |
was able to attend meetings | would never have normally been able to join
in person - my fourth day of placement included the launch of the Climate
Assembly UK's report, a wider team meeting and a non-inquiry session
with the Secretary of State for BEIS - all before lunch! The move online
also meant that the team and | were able to easily meet and engage with
more stakeholders and members of the public, gathering more evidence
and thus strengthening our work. To experience this adaptation first-hand
was perhaps the most valuable insight. Despite all the challenges and
changes 2020 brought us, the work of the Committee not only continued
but thrived. Perhaps a glimpse into a future way of working? Overall, it
was an extremely fulfilling and humbling experience, and | would strongly
encourage others to apply for this internship.

Jon is a PhD student at the Warwick Institute for the Science
of Cities, University of Warwick. His research focuses on

how technology can better support democracy by reducing
the gap between citizen participation and political bodies.

He is interested in the effectiveness of online platforms for
participation and where these tools fit in the wider democratic
design framework. His twitter is: @JonDavies_1

Interested in applying for our PSA-Parliament PhD Internship.
We run this programme annually for our Early Career Network
Members. The Call for Applications will be available in the
summer. In the meantime, be sure to keep up your PSA
membership for information on ECR opportunities
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Craig McAngus (1986-2020),
Lecturer in Politics University

of the West of Scotland

Written by Arno van der Zwet and John Connolly

| t is with great sadness that Dr Craig McAngus
passed away suddenly on 16th December 2020.
At only 34 years of age Craig’s untimely passing
has been devastating. He will be remembered
as a very gifted scholar who was passionate
about his research and teaching, and as a good
colleague and friend to many in
the PSA community and beyond.
Those who worked closely with
Craig, and we were very fortunate

Most of all,

movement with Professor Kirstein Rummery.
When Craig took up his position at the
University of Aberdeen, he was able to combine
his interests in territorial politics with his family
roots. His late grandfather had been a fisherman
and Craig developed a research agenda that
would focus on the experiences of
fishers, particularly in the context
of Brexit. One of the highlights

of Craig's academic career was

to do so, will know that he had Cralg was securing a major ESRC research
a good sense of humour and . grant ‘UK fisheries policy post-
enjoyed talking about all kinds a klnd and Brexit: multi-level challenges and
of subjects. Besides politics and wonderfully opportunities’. This was no mean
history, he had an eclectic range feat, especially as he was aged
of interests e.g. football, snooker, warim man only 31 at the time.

music, video games, and cinema. We were always struck by

He was incredibly passionate and and d gOOd Craig’s ability to get to the
knowledgeable on all of these. friend heart of research problems with

With a quick wit and with a

dry sense of humour, he had an

infectious laugh that many colleagues will have
enjoyed and will fondly remember. There was
no mistaking that Craig was a true Scot. He was
stocky and couldn’t spend too much time in the
sun. He joked about this a lot himself!

Craig received a first-class BA in Politics at
the University of Stirling and then moved to
the University of Strathclyde to complete an
MSc in Political Research. In 2013 he achieved
his PhD at Strathclyde under the supervision of
Professor James Mitchell and Professor Robert
Johns. The focus of his thesis was how Plaid
Cymru and the Scottish National Party have
adapted to changed opportunity structures
created by devolution in the UK. During this
research he made many friends amongst
both Welsh and Scottish based scholars and
politicians. The findings of his work have helped
shaping the debate on territorial politics in
the UK in a profound way and will remain as a
testimony of his huge talent.

After his PhD he moved back to the
University of Stirling first as a Research Fellow
for the Centre of Constitutional change on the
Fairer, Caring Nation project and subsequently
on the Scottish women for independence

great insight. This was just one
of the reasons why we were
delighted when, in 2017, he joined our team at
the University of the West of Scotland (UWS)
as a Lecturer in Politics. We were particularly
proud to work with Craig as co-researchers of
the fisheries study (alongside Dr Christopher
Huggins). Craig's leadership on the project
helped us produce innovative research and
several outputs. Craig enjoyed engaging with
fishing communities, academics, politicians and
policy-makers across the country, as well as
making close connections with the excellent
people at UK in a Changing Europe. That was
Craig's nature — wherever he went or worked,
he was quick to make friends. His honesty
and integrity made him immediately likeable.
We have lots of memories of good debates at
scholarly events as well as ‘social activities’
in bars across the length and breadth of the
country (perhaps you might have too!).
Most of all, Craig was a kind and wonderfully
warm man and a good friend. He was a
caring father who leaves behind a wife and
two wonderful children, of whom he was so
incredibly proud.
We will miss you, Craig.
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DEPARTMENT AND
MEMBER NEWS

PSA COMMUNITIES

CENTRE FOR
BRITAIN AND EUROPE

LINIVERSITY GF SLIKREY

Jean Monnet
Online Winter
School 2021

Department of Politics,
University of Surrey

The University of Surrey’s Centre for Britain and Europe

(CBE) - a Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence - is delighted to
announce its first virtual Winter School on political developments
in Europe and Britain. The Winter School is structured around

the Jean Monnet’s Centre of Excellence thematic strands of
Europeanisation and electoral behaviour. It will bring together
academics from across the social sciences to discuss key trends in
Europe and the UK from an interdisciplinary perspective.

During the first section of the Winter School, Professor Simon
Usherwood and Dr Theofanis Exadaktylos will discuss the framing
of the concept of De-Europeanisation and Re-Europeanisation.
This will be followed by Dr Alia Middleton, who will present her
research on the dynamics of leader effects in British elections,
and Dr Roula Nezi, who will examine the role of nationalism on
the support for extremist parties in Europe. The final panel of
the first section brings together scholars from Sociology and
Economics to discuss key trends in Europe such as the effect
of Brexit on transnational migration networks. The final panel
illustrates the importance of interdisciplinary research and
innovation in Social Sciences. Without such interdisciplinary focus
it would have been impossible to fully understand the multifaced
challenges Europe has to overcome.

The second part of the Winter School demonstrates the close
connection of the department with academic organisations
promoting the study of politics and of contemporary European
Studies. The second section starts with the presentation of the
College of Europe, one of the first institutes to offer postgraduate
studies in European affairs.

The second panel endorses the role of early career researchers
in academia. The panel brings together the presiding officers
of two of the most important political science organisations
in the UK: Professor Roger Awan-Scully of the Political Studies
Association (PSA), and Professor Nicholas Startin of the
University Association for Contemporary European Studies
(UACES). Together with Dr Olga Litvyak, Chair of UACES Graduate
Forum, and Professor Amelia Hadfield, Dean International, they
will discuss the impact of Brexit and the pandemic on British
academic institutions and early-career researchers.

Registration is free for all. Sign up via Eventbrite here

Conservatism Studies
Specialist Group

Agneés Alexandre-Collier and Tim Bale

DrAnthony Ridge-Newman and Dr Alan Convery are stepping down as co-convenors
of the PSA Conservatism Studies Specialist Group at the end of their term. In just five
years, they have succeeded in making the Group more open to equality and diversity
- especially as regards women and young researchers - more international, more
visible in the media and overall, less conservative. In addition, the creation of the Tory
Research Impact Network, has helped it to make a real difference.
As Anthony Ridge-Newman and Alan Convery are about to step down as
co-convenors of the PSA Conservatism Studies Group, we'd like to express
our gratitude for their unique contribution to the quality and success of this
specialist group. Anthony focused on the leadership of the Group overall, while
Alan oversaw the financial side, and both organised Group workshops, with
help from other officers. Over the last five years, one of Anthony and Alan’s key
achievements has been to encourage within the Group more diversity and more
dynamism.

When Tim Bale first co-founded the PSA Conservatives and Conservatism
Specialist Group, before passing the torch to Richard Hayton, research on
conservatism and the Conservative Party had been something of a poor cousin.
Since taking over in 2016, Anthony and Alan have worked hard to expand its
range and scope even further.

Leading the reorganisation and rebranding of the Group, Anthony undertook
a significant overhaul of the Group's constitution, starting with the name, which
was changed to the PSA Conservatism Studies Group, and the appointment
of more diverse group of officers. The Group has held annual conferences/
workshops at universities that include Edinburgh, Hull and Edge Hill, and
organised regular book prizes. Demonstrating its diversity, the Group has engaged
with many from underrepresented minorities including BAME, LGBT+, and
the disabled. Leading women keynote speakers such as Professor Sarah Childs
and Professor Angelia Wilson have been invited to speak at workshops — and
participate in other Group activities, including Professor Childs and Professor
Agnes Alexandre-Collier acting as guest judges for the Group’s periodic book
prize competitions. This renewal of the Group's culture, name, brand and activity
earned it an honourable commendation for its commitment to equality and
diversity at the PSA conference dinner in Nottingham in 2018.

Anthony and Alan have also been very active in promoting young researchers.
Over the course of their five-year term, the early career contingent of the Group
has grown considerably, with many actively engaged PhD students and newly
appointed academics.

In addition to increased pluralism and diversity, Anthony’s and Alan’s various
initiatives have led to a remarkable expansion in the Group’s membership,
engagement and activity. At successive PSA annual meetings, including the
forthcoming online 2021 Belfast conference, the Group has held multiple
Group panels and events, with diverse representation and quality papers. Their
decision to appoint Dr Marija Taflaga as Internationalisation Officer has increased
the Group’s international presence and diversity, not least by starting an
internationally accessible periodic Zoom seminar series.

All this was bound to increase the impact of the Group. In addition, Anthony
created the Tory Research Impact Network (TRIN) to encourage impact work
between academics and the Tory Party, and the Group’s members have made a
number of contributions via radio, television and the press, both in the UK and
abroad.

Although it would take far too long to make a list of all the Group's events,
anyone looking at such a list would see striking proof of the tireless dynamism
displayed by Anthony and Alan. We look forward to their successors successfully
building on their legacy.
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Politics &
History Specialist
Group Digital
Conference —
March 2021

ollowing the success of the 2020 Politics & History Specialist

Group Digital Conference, convenors David Jeffery, Adam
Waddingham, and Emily Stacey are delighted to confirm that the
format shall return for Spring 2021.

Submissions are welcomed from individuals, and panels, with a
broadly defined theme of ‘Rethinking Modern Britain’. Submissions

-

s e

he PSA Environment specialist group has many exciting events
planned for 2021, as this year is set to be a particularly crucial and
challenging one for the state of our biosphere. Our first order of business
is the PSA Annual International Conference 2021 in late March! We
are thrilled to announce that we have had six panels accepted for the
conference:
+  Political Theory and Environmental Politics
+  Environmental Governance and Policy-Making
+  State and Local Governance Responses to Climate Change
+ Young People’s Environmental Politics (co-panel with the Young
People’s Politics group)
+  Belief, Worry, Hope: Emotion and Response to Climate Change
+ Aroundtable on Politics in the Anthropocene
Climate and biodiversity breakdown are set to be the defining issues
of 2021 and beyond. The global community- particularly wealthy key
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are particularly welcomed from early career researchers and doctoral
candidates.

The one-day conference will take place on Friday 12 March.
Replicating the earlier format, it shall be held online and will be
entirely free to participants. Anyone would like further information is
to contact Adam on: adam.waddingham@postgrad.manchester.ac.uk

Paolitical
Studies
Assaciation

emitters- is nowhere near the radical reductions needed in CO2 emissions
in order to limit warming to 1.5 degrees, and a sixth mass extinction
event is well underway, tearing life’s rich tapestry asunder and promising
further social and ecological dislocations. Thus, we have begun discussions
and planning for our 2021 PSA Environment workshop, as well as some
potential extras, all centered around this year’s ‘twin COPS'- the UN
Biodiversity Conference (COP15) in March and the November UN
Climate Change Conference (COP26). We have initiated a new blog series
on our website calling for contributions from members on necessary
fundamental socioeconomic, political and cultural transformations for
halting the planet’s widespread loss of life. We are also looking into the
possibility of hosting a fringe event in Glasgow around COP26, as well as
a potential collaboration with members for a piece on COP26 and climate
politics for publication in a future edition of the Political Insight journal.
Will be sending a call-out to members to gauge interest in this presently.

psa.ac.uk
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Updates from the

Participatory & Deliberative
Democracy specialist group

D ue to the pandemic, the PDD group’s recent work moved
entirely online. The new team of convenors took this
as an opportunity to re-imagine research collaboration and
engagement with the public through a series of virtual events.
We created innovative digital spaces to debate contemporary
democratic challenges, often involving early career researchers
(ECRs) as speakers or facilitators to ensure they had a platform
to share their work.

Following a successful webinar series in the summer, we
collaborated with the ECPR and APSA Democratic Innovations
groups to organize a three-part series entitled Democracy
Rebooted, which brought together celebrated thinkers such
as Donatella della Porta, Graham Smith and Jane Mansbridge
and exciting early career scholars Azucena Moran, Shaina
Almeida, Lala Muradova and Christopher Paul Harris. These
conversations introduced new theoretical perspectives and
injected fresh thinking into our debates, forcing us to challenge
our assumptions on liberal democracy.

At a time of crisis in Higher Education, with many early
career researchers struggling to get work and funding for their
research, we decided to invest most of our yearly budget in a
picture contest on Re-imagining Democracy open to ECRs only.
The three winners, Anvi Pingali, Liam McLoughlin and Alexander
Geisler, were selected by a jury that included Chantal Mouffe
and Michael Saward and each received £150 in book vouchers.
All the submissions are now part of our online art gallery, a
beautiful and colourful addition to our website.

We have just launched Agora, a new blog where people
can comment on current affairs, reflecting on how democratic
theory can help us navigate a very complex world. The first
post by Rod Dacombe discusses the events surrounding the
storming of the US Capitol on January 6. In the upcoming
months, we want to continue to showcase the excellent work
of our members. In addition to digital book launches of Michael
Saward’s Democratic Design in March and Stephen Coleman’s
How People Talk About Politics: Brexit And Beyond later in the
Spring, we are about to launch a regular “Just Out!” webinar
to discuss newly published journal articles. And of course we're
excited about our eight panels at the next PSA conference, with
a varied programme including work on embedding participatory
governance, digital democracy, community engagement, critical
democracy and protests, and participation in a pandemic.
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Young People’s Politics

Specialist Group:
Looking ahead to 2021

A quick history of the Group

The PSA Young People’s Politics (YPP) specialist group was created
by James Sloam some years ago with the first convenors being him,
Jacqui Briggs, Ben Kisby and Emily Rainsford. Mid-2018, after a
highly successful start and a growing membership, Ben, Jacqui, and
James stood down, while Emily was joined by Benjamin Bowman,
Sarah Pickard, Katherine Smith, and James Weinberg in a new team.
The vibrant membership continued to grow, as did the number

of YPP panels at the PSA annual conference and other events
organised by the specialist group. In 2020, the ever-energetic James
Weinberg was elected to the PSA Executive Committee (as was
Andy Mycock another dynamic YPP member the year before) and
he thought it only fair to pass on his convening role. The call for
convenors was made early December through the YPP Newsletter
and Twitter, and since early January 2021, there are two fantastic
new convenors: Ana Nunes and Christine Huebner who both
successfully obtained their PhDs in 2020. So now the PSA Young
People’s Politics specialist group has six convenors — the more the
merrier to continue the momentum in this lively and friendly group.

What we have planned for 2021
All the YPP convening team met up online at the start of January
and we set up the group’s plans for the forthcoming year.

Top of the agenda is the imminent PSA conference taking place
at the end of March. Just like in 2019, there will six Young People’s
Politics panels showing the diversity of the themes covered by the
group and the keenness of members to take part. Here are the titles
of those six panels involving more than 30 speakers across the
academic career range:

Young people’s politics and methods; Young people’s politics,
citizenship, rights and the young generation; Young people’s politics,
values and participation; Young people’s politics and environmental
politics (joint session); Young people’s politics: the personal and the
political experiences of youth engagement; Young people’s politics,
protest and social movements (joint session).

We have continued the YPP tradition of reaching out to other PSA
specialist groups to set up joint sessions. In the recent years, we
have had excellent joint sessions with the Elections, Public Opinion
and Parties (EPOP) group, for example, the one on the 'Youthquake’
that took place at the Cardiff PSA conference in 2018. This year,
there is one joint session with the Environmental Politics SG about
young environmental activists and another one with the newly
established Political and Social Movements (PSM) SG focussing
on youth activism more widely. Such joint sessions are a fabulous
opportunity to (re)discover colleagues working on the same topics
in different fields and lead to fruitful collaborations.

Political Studies Association
Young People’s Politics

Also, about the March 2021 conference, we are planning a social
event to bring members together in a fun way — maybe involving a
(not too challenging) quiz, but certainly some nice chat and drinks.
We would like to create the space for YPP members to meet up in
a relaxed atmosphere outside the panel sessions, in much the same
way we did for the Nottingham PSA conference, when we organised
a couple social get togethers ... in pubs ... with old and new friends.
In 2021, all the participants for each panel will also be brought
together for a chat before the speaking date, to make the panels
proper a bit less intimidating and more welcoming.

Members are always saying what an upbeat, inclusive, and
constructive atmosphere there is in the YPP group; it is something
convenors are really pleased about and keen to continue, more with
the conference going online and lockdown.

That is why, after the conference, we plan to set up monthly YPP
tea/coffee chats for members to socialise online — in much the
same way the British Sociological Association (BSA) Youth Studies
group does. These could carry on after the much-awaited end of not
being able to travel meet up in person.

Apart from the March 2021 conference, we also intend to hold
another “"From Paper to Publication” event this year, following
its successful launch in October 20179. In fact, the Young People’s
Politics group was ahead of the curve with this hybrid event, as
all the group’s convenors were together at Sheffield University
accompanied by five participants, along with one participant
attending via Zoom. How does the event work? One month ahead,
participants all submit a paper that they would like to publish. These
papers are then studied by all the convenors and other participants,
while one participant and one convenor are designated to give the
main feedback on one paper. We then go round the table listening
to the feedback from the two main reviewers and then anyone else
can chip in. Only the participants and convenors are present, to
create a cosy and trusting environment. Ideally, we would like to
arrange a publisher to be present in the autumn 2021 version — to
be announced during to the PSA conference — and we hope “From
Paper to Publication” will become a yearly event. We found it to
be a very constructive experience, especially because participants
ranged from PhD students through to a senior professor.

Membership and mentoring

The truly intergenerational nature of the group’s membership is
something we are incredibly pleased about, as well as the positive
and benevolent atmosphere. It is beneficial for all involved as we
learn from and help each other. Mentoring is something we aspire
to encourage in a more structured way, and we will be discussing
it during the March 2021 conference, in addition to the mentoring
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scheme the PSA organises.

As membership of the Young People’s Politic group continues to
expand, we have noticed it is becoming increasingly international.
This can be explained by various factors, including: 1) the rising
interest in the subject, in the UK and around the world; 2) young
people very visibly being engaged in both electoral and non-
electoral political action; 3) the growing research output from
our members; 4) widening media attention on young people; 5)
the rising number of very high-quality PhDs being started and
successfully completed about young people’s relationship with
politics.

Therefore, one of the non conference-related things we are
going to do this year is update our membership and mailing lists.
We aim to encourage non-members of the specialist group to
become official members. Many colleagues receive our email
newsletter, and we would like to nudge them become YPP
members, but they don’t know how to do so. For PSA members
it is free and so simple — just click on the “JOIN THIS GROUP”
button on the group’s PSA web page! Importantly for the group,
we obtain certain funding from the PSA in relation to the size of
our membership, which in turn enables us to put together more
events and provide financial assistance for PhD candidates and
early career YPP members.

A kind and constructive community through social
media

This point will be mentioned in the next Young People’s Politics
email newsletter that is a crucial way for us to keep in contact
with members and friends of the group. We encourage colleagues
to send us news to be included — events, publications, academic
positions advertised, etc. Another way to keep in touch and

feel part of an academic community is through the YPP Twitter
account. The group has nearly 700 Twitter followers from around
the globe. We try to (re) tweet every weekday about something
related to young people’s politics and welcome suggestions. All
the basic information about the group is on the PSA website in
the YPP’s web page that we plan to use more in the future, when
time allows. All of these digital technologies are great ways for
PSA Young People’s Politics group members to keep in touch and
feel they belong to part of a kind and constructive community —
and that can only be a good thing right now, both for us and for
the young people about whom we do valuable research.

Join the PSA Young People’s Politics group:
https://www.psa.ac.uk/specialist-groups/young-peoples-politics
Twitter account: @PSAyoungpol

Email address: youngpeoplespoliticspsa@gmail.com

Join the group here.

Convenors:

Benjamin Bowman (Manchester Metropolitan University)
Christine Huebner (Nottingham Trent University)

Ana Nunes (Nottingham Trent University)

Sarah Pickard (Université Sorbonne Nouvelle)

Emily Rainsford (Newcastle University)

Katherine Smith (University of Sheffield)
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Political
Psychology
Conference 2021

he annual UK Political Psychology Conference, led by the

PSA’s Political Psychology Specialist Group, has returned this
January. Now at its third edition, the conference is the result of
the collaborative effort of our Specialist Group and the Political
Psychology sections of the British Psychological Society (BPS), the
European Consortium for Political Research (ECPR) and the Institute
for Conflict, Cooperation and Security (ICCS) of the University of
Birmingham.

With 70 speakers and 590 registered participants connecting
from all continents, the conference was testament to the growing
interest in psychological approaches to the study of political
phenomena in the UK, Europe and beyond. For a week, the event
brought (virtually) together early career researchers, senior
scholars and members of the public for extensive discussions on
the psychologies of populism, political attitudes, beliefs and policy
support, political leadership, governance, international cooperation
& conlflict, as well as inequalities, emotions and research methods in
the discipline. To maximise accessibility, the organisers purposefully
blended asynchronous and live content, providing access to
pre-recorded video-presentations while also hosting daily panel
discussions. On the closing day, a keynote address by Professor
Jason Reifler (University of Exeter) on ‘Leadership and the pandemic’
and a roundtable on ‘Political resistance and the Covid crisis’
(sponsored by the Centre for Narrative Research of the University of
East London), offered insightful reflections on our challenging times.

The growing popularity and success of this conference confirm
the efforts of the Political Psychology Specialist Group in building,
strengthening, and promoting a diverse and impactful political
psychology community.

To find out more about the group and how to join here

Political Studies Association

Political Psychology
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: Political Studies Association
Marxism

. . Greek Politics
Specialist N " h
Group journal cWs 1TOIL the

now available!

GPSG, January
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(editor) ;

Studies
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Ma rxlsm he c.urrént pandemic and' its implications in policies,

Vﬂ.lu mE. institutions and the quality of democracy has profoundly
attracted our research interest. Following the successful virtual

1 5 round table organised in May 2020 by the GPSG, with the
participation of the Italian, Turkish, German, French, Nordic,
Irish, Spanish Specialist Groups and the ECPR Southern

3 s mme ! European Politics, the group invited Working Papers under
the call “"Greece Through a Pandemic Crisis: Policy Responses,

he Marxism Specialist Group has a journal which has Challenges and Impact”, which awarded Giorgos Kordas for his
appeared somewhat irregularly, but roughly annually, paper on “Covering the Covid-19 crisis in Greece: Extreme-Right
Studies in Marxism. Volume 16 should be appearing later this Blogs and Conspiracy Theories”. Together with German Politics,
year. One of the highlights of this volume will be a 25,000- French Politics, Italian Politics, Nordic Politics and Turkish
word article translated from German by one of the editors of Politics Specialist Groups, the GPSG has further invited paper
Marx’s Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts arguing in some proposals for joint panels in the PSA annual conference which
detail that the editors of the version which currently appears seek to explore the first reactions to the economic and political
in English have turned a very scrappy and miscellaneous set challenges of the Covid-19 pandemic by governments across
of originals into something more coherent. Indeed, he talks of Europe, under the broad theme of ‘The Covid-19 pandemic
Marx’s so-called Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts! across Europe: responses, challenges and lessons (learned)’. The
We are now publishing current and back copies on the GPSG is currently conducting research on policy responses and
Amazon website, where they are available at a modest price. the implications of the pandemic. Towards this end, the Group
You will be able to see their contents and whether that has hired Alexandros Kyriakidis as Research Assistant for the
particular volume is available as a paperback by following the project “Covid-19 Pandemic and European Policy Responses. A
link below. Every volume includes details of how to submit Literature Review".
articles to Studies in Marxism. You do not need to possess a In order to foster cooperation between researchers working on
Kindle — there is an app which can be downloaded onto your Modern Greek Studies and exchange research ideas, the GPSG
PC, tablet, phone etc. for the first time coordinates a webinar series alongside with
the British School at Athens. Convened by our board members
By searching for either Studies in Marxism or for Mark Cowling Dr Eirini Karamouzi (University of Sheffield) and Dr Lamprini
on the Amazon website you will be able to find further Rori (University of Exeter), the webinar series brings together

volumes. members of the GPSG and distinguished academics working
on various topical aspects of Greek politics and society. The

Any enquiries contact Mark Cowling: cmcowlinguk@gmail.com webinars are open to the public. You can find the program on
our website, by following this link.
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Political Studies Association
Parliaments

PSA
Parliaments

he PSA Parliaments Group has been having a busy and very

productive time recently. First off, we are very pleased to
announce that Sean Haughey will be renewing his term as group
treasurer for the foreseeable future as decided at our annual
general meeting in December.

Our virtual conference has now had three panels that have
showcased some excellent research into contemporary legislatures.
We have run events that have covered the effects of COVID on
parliaments; research on PMQs; and the impact of social media on
parliaments.

Our next panel will run at 2pm on the 10th of February. It will
feature contributions that delve into the analysis of legislative
scrutiny. There are some great talks lined up that cover the South
African context, alongside contemporary developments in both the
Commons and the Lords. The events are free for anyone to sign up
and the details can be found here.

We have also launched a new feature called ‘Urgent and Not-So-
Urgent Questions’ in which we ask scholars in the parliamentary
community to talk about their influences and their views on the
development of the field. We also ask sillier questions some of
which are kindly supplied by our co-convenor, Stephen Holden-

Bates’ children. So, if you are interested in finding out whether Lord

Norton of Louth would rather speak to the most boring person in
the world, or stand on Lego in just his socks, that information can
be accessed at our website right now!

As ever, we continue to put out high quality blogposts that
give an opportunity for scholars in the parliamentary community
to share their work with an appreciative audience. If you are
interested in providing a summary of your research, or offering
some thoughts on contemporary developments in parliamentary
studies field, get in touch and we can discuss sharing your work
with the community.

PSANEWS

~%| Your chance to
I edit Politics and

JOURNALS

the British Journal
of Politics and
International
Relations

he PSA is looking for the next teams to edit two of our

most highly regarded journals from the Summer of
2021 onwards, Politics and the British Journal of Politics and
International Relations.

The ethos of behind Politics is the dissemination of timely,
research-led reflections on the state of the art, the state of
the world and the state of disciplinary pedagogy that make
significant and original contributions to the disciplines of political
and international studies.

The British Journal of Politics and International Relations
(BJPIR) publishes innovative, cutting-edge contemporary
scholarship on international relations, comparative politics, public
policy, political theory and (especially) politics and policy in the
United Kingdom. It is the world’s premier journal for research
into British politics.

Both journals are published four times a year online and in
hard copy, alongside maintaining a substantial blog and social
media presence.

For more information on how to apply for the editorial teams
by 23 March:

The British Journal of Politics and International Relations (BJPIR)
Call for Applications.

Politics Call for Applications.
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Teaching and Learning Network webinar:

Active learning
2nd February 2-3pm, led by Cristina Leston-Bandeira
(Leeds University)

In this webinar, Cristina will reflect on why she has found active
learning yields the most benefits when it comes to teaching politics,
and she will share some examples of practice and tips to employ this
approach in both an online and face-to-face environment.

Register here.

.........................................................

Political Studies Association
Parliaments

PSA Parliaments Annual Conference: Analysing

Legislative Scrutiny and Behaviour
10th February 2pm, Online

This is the fourth panel of the PSA Parliaments Online Conference. The event
is free and open to all but please register beforehand.

The topic is analysing legislative scrutiny and behaviour and the speakers are:
Nokwazi Makanya on "Progress in parliamentary ‘power over the purse’:

the case of South Africa"
Andrew Jones on "Managing coalition government in an upper house:
testing the ‘keeping tabs’ theory in the House of Lords 2010-15"
Jack Sheldon on "Standing up for the nations and regions? Patterns
of sub-state territorial representation in the UK House of Commons,
1992-2019"

Register here.

.........................................................

Political Studies Asscciation
Parliaments

PSA Parliaments Annual Conference: Analysing

Representation
10th March 2pm, Online

This is the fifth panel of the PSA Parliaments Online Conference. The event is

free and open to all but please register beforehand.

The topic is analysing legislative scrutiny and behaviour and the speakers are:
Nicholas Allen, Gabriele Magni, Donald Searing and Philip Warncke
on "Strengthening or weakening governance and representation? The
impact of career politicians on British parliamentary democracy"
Rebecca McKee on "Who works for MPs? Representation in the House
of Commons"
Ralph Scott and Lawrence McKay on "Are you local?' Estimating what
types of localness matter most for voters"; and
Sardar Aziz on "Iraqi Kurdistan Parliament: Stuck in the middle"

Register here.

.........................................................

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

@ e

PSA Annual
Lindergraduats.
Conference 2021
Cadl for Papers

- AT
PSA Annual Undergraduate Conference 2021
26th March 2pm, Online

The deadline for submitting conference proposals is 29th January

2021. Proposals can be edited up until the submission deadline unless it
is already under review by the convenors. If the status of your proposal
is 'under review' and you wish to propose changes, email
Jjamie.roberts@psa.ac.uk

Register here.

.........................................................
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PSA Annual International Conference 2021
29th March- 31st March, Online

The PSA are delighted that the Annual Conference for 2021 will take
place as a digital conference in partnership with Queen's University
Belfast and Visit Belfast.

We will use this page for ongoing updates for the conference so do keep
an eye out for any changes!

Registrations for the conference are currently OPEN, you can click on
the register link to be redirected to the Ex Ordo submission site.
Deadline: Monday 8th February 2021

Registration deadline for presenting authors of accepted abstracts.
Failure to register will result in the abstract being excluded from the
conference programme.

PSANEWS
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Successful launch
of the PSA’s

New Research &
Innovation Fund

he PSA opened this new fund in late 2021 to support

our members in these challenging times. Our aim was to
help scholars complete innovative research and engagement
projects, and further the aims of our association.

We were overwhelmed by the response - a big thank you to
everyone who applied. We are delighted to tell you that the
following projects and PSA members were successful and were
awarded funding in 2021:
Dr Patrick Diamond & Dr Karl Pike: Development of Labour
Party Studies
Dr James Morrison: Lived experience of people from ‘left
behind’ groups in Scotland
Professor Jon Tonge: Understanding the Alliance Party in
Northern Ireland
Dr Thomas Leahy, Dr Jonathan Kirkup & Dr Kevin Fahey:
Actions and motives of MPs and TDs from Northern Ireland’s
political parties
Dr Donna Smith: Changemakers educational resources
Dr Jennifer Thompson & Dr Sophie Whiting: Why
conservative governments in Brazil and Poland engage with
liberal international programmes
Dr Antonella Seddone: Italian Politics and Covid-19
Dr Thomas Swann: Marginalised Voices in Anarchist Studies
Dr Christine Huebner: Votes at 16 in Wales Project (see more
details below)
Dr Laura De Vito: Carbon Communications Toolkit
Dr Ozge Ozdiizen& Dr Bogdan lanosev: AntiMo: Morality
and motivations of anti-lockdown protests
Dr Sarah Lui: Women leaders in the Taiwan Military
Dr Benjamin Bowman & Dr Chloe Germaine Buckley:
Climate Imaginaries: investigation young people’s
environmental politics through fiction
Dr Gergana Dimova: Understanding the emotional dynamics
of anti-politics.

PSA Trustee Dr Andy Mycock, remarked:

We will keep you updated on their progress and wish them every
success in taking this work forward in 2021. We highlight one
such project below:

RESEARCH & IMPACT

J|R] Joseph
Rowntree
R Reform Trust

St Political Studies
i#3: Association

What makes
Votes at

16 work in
Wales?

his year’s Senedd elections are unique. For the first time, 16-
and 17-year-olds will be allowed to vote in a Welsh election,
joining their peers in Scotland who have previously been
enfranchised in 2015. Building on their research in Scotland
and the UK more broadly, Dr Thomas Loughran (University
of Liverpool), Dr Andy Mycock (PSA Trustee and University of
Huddersfield), Dr Jan Eichhorn (University of Edinburgh) and Dr
Christine Huebner (Nottingham Trent University) have teamed
up to evaluate the introduction of Votes at 16 in Wales and to
extend the evidence base on what works to mobilise young
people to engage with politics.

Funded by the Joseph Rowntree Reform Trust’s UK Democracy
Fund, the research team is working with a wide range of youth
organisations and stakeholders across Wales, surveying different
strategies to mobilise young first-time voters and enhance
turnout levels among young people. Among others, Citizens
Cymru Wales, the Boys’ and Girls’ Clubs of Wales, Ethnic Youth
Support Team (EYST), and Urdd Gobaith Cymru form part of
the research network. Engaging young people as researchers,
especially those from traditionally underrepresented groups,
the team will look at the impact of youth voter registration
initiatives, civic education in schools, online resources on
democratic voter literacy, and informal conversations that are
happening in schools and youth groups.

With the support of the PSA, young people and youth
organisations are also hosting a national online election husting
in Wales as part of the project. This is to not forget about the
supply side of youth politics. Making sure that young people can
give political leaders in Wales a good grilling and ask questions
about the issues that concern them is just as important as
research on what mobilises 16- and 17-year-olds. The public
outcry after the UK government's daily coronavirus press
conference saw under-18s banned from submitting questions
showed this yet again.

Find out more here
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SCHOOLS

n 19 January, a new All-Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) members and, in particular, those involved with the Young People’s

dedicated to political literacy and citizenship education Politics specialist group.
launched in the UK’s Westminster Parliament. APPGs are cross- Earlier this month, the PSA executive committee held a strategic
party groups of members from the House of Commons and the discussion to enhance our own organisational commitment to the
House of Lords, who work with partners in the public, private and issue of political education in this country.
third sectors to raise the profile of important issues. The APPG On the new APPG, PSA chair Professor Roger Awan-Scully
on Political Literacy will do just that by providing evidence on, commented

and arguing for, an education that enables all young people to

play an informed, active role in our democracy regardless of their

background. The APPG on Political Literacy seeks to realise this
goal by supporting a mandate to:

+  provide every child with a minimum entitlement of political
literacy in school by, in the first instance, resourcing and
monitoring existing requirements to teach citizenship
education (including the role of teacher training) at Key Stages
3 and 4 in England and through alternative routes in the other
constituent nations of the UK;

. explore the potential for new and/or improved qualification
trajectories, including the possibility to enhance provision
through a new GCSE, EPQ, or BTEC;

. strengthen the profile of political literacy in schools by
incentivising educational authorities and system leaders to
raise the status of citizenship and political education in the
curriculum, as well as driving the increased uptake of related
qualifications within existing assessment and classification

PSA trustee Dr James Weinberg is a founding member
of the APPG and will be acting as the group’s academic
| lead. If you would like to get involved with the APPG,

metrics; and | academically or otherwise, please get in touch with him
+ enhance and conduct research to provide more evidence for at james.weinberg@sheffield.ac.uk
the link between political literacy and democratic participation. = =

In pursuing these goals, the APPG is responsive to the increasingly
fractured nature of UK society and the disaggregation of political
and cultural attitudes among UK citizens. It is also conscious of
addressing the current paucity of ‘civic’, ‘citizenship’, or ‘democratic’
education in UK schools. Both of these concerns feature in the
excellent research that is already being carried out by many PSA

PSA Seminar for Schools Programme

I t can be hard when we're teaching online to try and keep students speaker for your Student Council or Politics club.
interested and engaged, whether it’s introducing a new topic or Previous school members have said that our speakers are brilliant at
covering older content for revision or a refresh! Particularly in these engaging students in complex discussions, presenting brilliant case studies
turbulent times, we are encouraging PSA School members to take and helping them to use those all-important critical thinking skills!
advantage of our Seminar for Schools Programme. There's a quick and easy way to request a speaker for your classroom.
We can facilitate virtual talks from academics across the UK to This programme is in high demand so we would ask that you give us up to
compliment your teaching this term. The PSA can connect you with other six weeks' notice to arrange these sessions, but our team is on hand to find
members who are leading experts in their sub-disciplines, whether you're you the perfect speaker and help with the technology if you need! Visit our
looking for a specific lecture on part of the curriculum, trying to engage website and complete our online form. Alternatively if you want to discuss
your students with the upcoming local elections or looking for a guest your request in more detail, please contact jamie.roberts@psa.ac.uk
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want from the next

#AmericaVotes

PSA Annual Student Video

Competition

he PSA is once again pleased to host our Student Video

Competition launch in partnership with our kind sponsors
YouGov. This year’s competition theme is linked to US Politics and
the role of the Presidency.

'What do you want from the next President of the
United States of America?"

President Trump's one-term presidency has undoubtedly changed
America's relationship with the world. Withdrawing from the Paris
Climate Agreement, heightening nuclear tensions in Asia, and
increasing the nation's military engagement in Syria.

The USA remains a global superpower and claims to be the
'leader of the Free World', its foreign policy and economy having
huge global influence. Polls and pundits give us a snapshot of what
American citizens want from their next President, but the rest of
world is barely consulted.

With Joe Biden recently inaugurated what can we expect from

the 46th President of the United States of America?

We are asking students across the UK, and abroad, to create short
videos on the topic of US Presidents. What characteristics does a
President need? What policy initiatives do you want to see? and in
the four years of a Presidential term, what do you think they could
or should achieve in this time?

Last year's winning entry was submitted by Rosa and Lily,
students from City of London School for Girls on the theme 'Our
Climate Emergency: The Voice of the Next Generation'.

We believe this is a perfect project for students aged 16-18, to
get stuck into whilst they are working from home. Traditionally we
have asked for team entries but in the current circumstances we are
also encouraging individual entries!

The deadline for the competition is 12:00 (noon) on Friday 12th
February 2020.

For more information visit psa.ac.uk/student-video-competition
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DO YOU DARE
10 SPEAK

UNDERGRADUATE

PSA Student Political
Speech Competition 2021

We invite STUDENTS to put YOUR ideas into words, words into
sentences, sentences into persuasive speech.
Speeches CAN mobilise people to take action to create a better

future.

Interested in taking part in our competition but completely new to

political speech? Help is at hand.

We have handy resources and the opportunity for you to receive

PSA Annual

guidance and advice from experts in the field. If you are selected as a
finalist in our competition, we'll also link you up with a mentor to help
you develop your speech before the final.

For more information on how to enter click here.

Competition deadline Friday 5th February 2021. Live finals to take
place Friday 12th March as part of the global celebrations for World
Speech Day.

Undergraduate Conference

26 March 21 — submit your paper today!

ﬁp Political Studies

PSA Annual

We are now accepting
paper and panel

proposals for our PSA Annual
Undergraduate Conference.

] GUEENS The conference will be a digital

:.F;'l; HIYERSATY

LFAET event taking place on 26 March
2021 and convened by Dr
James Weinberg (University
of Sheffield & PSA Trustee)

LJ ndergraduate and Dr Muiris MacCarthaigh
(Queen's University Belfast).
Conference 2021
But hurry entries close on
Call for Papers 29 January 2021.
If you have any questions on the
PSA Undergraduate
HPSAZ Conference, please contact
Jjamie.roberts@psa.ac.uk
PSANEWS psa.ac.uk
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Political Studies
Association

Your membership!

Your PSA membership includes even more than PSA News:

Discounted rates on our Annual Conference

Access to PSA journals and magazines, including
Political Insight

Grants for attending UK and international events and
conferences

Access to 60 specialist groups
Discounted rates on room hire at our London office
Eligibility for our prestigious academic prizes

...and so much more!!

Want to spread the news about PSA membership?
Find our rates below:

For Public Members our annual rate is £40.

Our annual rates for Academic Members are: ‘
£92 for Academics earning more than £60k per year

£82 for Academics earning £40k-60k per year

£72 for Academics earning less than £40k per year
£60 for Retired Members

£40 for Unwaged Academics

£20 for Early Career Network Members
£10 for Students (undergraduate and masters)

We also offer a Lifetime Retired rate for a one-time
payment of £500.

Are you a teacher? Take a look at our Schools
Membership for only £25 a year.

M) @PolStudiesAssoc

Visit www.psa.ac.uk/members |
for more information


https://twitter.com/PolStudiesAssoc?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor

