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Application to form a new Specialist Group 

 

The PSA has a network of over 60 Specialist Groups (SGs) which are dedicated to the promotion of quality 

research within the profession. They provide an opportunity for groups of PSA members who share a common 

interest in a particular area of the discipline to network, organise meetings, coordinate communications, and 

as outlets for research. Specialist Groups also provide PSA members with opportunities for developing their 

academic impact and professional development.  

Specialist Groups have become a vital part of the Association by sponsoring panels at the PSA Annual 

International Conference, running their own workshops/conferences/events, supporting early career 

academics, producing blogs and newsletters, and recognising the scholarly achievements of their members. 

Specialist Groups are led by voluntary officers who are members of the PSA. All Groups receive an annual core 

funding allocation from the PSA to carry out their activities and are also able to apply for additional funding 

under various grants operated by the PSA. 

The PSA aims to cover all fields of political studies and, as such, we welcome applications from our members 

to form new Specialist Groups. Applications to form a new Specialist Groups will be considered by the PSA’s 

Executive Committee, which meets quarterly. Applications to form a new Specialist Group must be received 

at least three weeks before the date of the Executive Committee meeting. 

If you would like to propose a new Specialist Group, please fill out the form below. We highly recommend 

discussing your application with the relevant PSA trustees and staff before submitting it, as they will be able 

to offer advice and feedback on your proposal. Please contact the PSA Team on specialistgroups@psa.ac.uk  

and Arianna Giovannini (PSA Specialist Group Trustee) to discuss. 

 

 

 

 

Please email your completed application form to specialistgroups@psa.ac.uk 

 

 

 

mailto:specialistgroups@psa.ac.uk
mailto:specialistgroups@psa.ac.uk
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Name of proposed Specialist Group: 

 

Date: 

 

 

Names, roles and contact details of proposed convenors/officers 

(min. of two positions – please note all SG officers must be PSA members) 

Name Role Email 

   

   

   

   

Please provide a list of 10 PSA members who have agreed to support this application: 

 

Short mission statement for the group:                                                                                      (approx. 150 words) 
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Use the space below to outline in further detail the SG’s aims, rationale, context and purpose: 
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Please explain why the existing network of Specialist Groups offers inadequate coverage of this research 

area, paying particular attention to any similar/overlapping Groups: 

 

Proposed activities: 

(e.g. proposed panels at PSA Conference, Group workshops/conferences, research activities, publications) 

 

How will the Group ensure they contribute to the PSA’s Equality & Diversity agenda? 

 

Proposed membership fees, if any: 

 

Any further comments in support of your application: 

https://www.psa.ac.uk/psa-communities/specialist-groups?page=1
https://www.psa.ac.uk/sites/default/files/Equality%20and%20Diversity%20Strategy.pdf
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